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Beginner’s Genealogy Seminar

By Berniece Loper

By Billy Nale

October, 2001, is a special month for the Bay
County Genealogical Society in that we have two special
events scheduled. First, our regular meeting on October
6, will be replaced with a Book Fair that will last from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. We are asking everyone to participate by
bringing their genealogy books, periodicals, maps and
other related material. The books will be displayed on
tables in the meeting room giving everyone an opportunity
to look through them. There will be plenty of security
measures, and, who knows, you may have just the book
that will enable another researcher to crack that brick wall.
Second, we will conduct our annual Beginner’s
Genealogy Seminar on October 20 th from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Bay County Downtown Meeting Room. W e
are indeed fortunate to have Natalie Thompson conduct
this seminar. Natalie is a seasoned genealogist, an
excellent speaker and trainer. Please tell anyone who is
just beginning in genealogy to make sure they attend.
Also, I believe the most experienced researcher will find
this seminar to be a great refresher course. More details on
the October events can be found within this newsletter.
I just received a notice from the Federation of
Genealogical Societies stating that the 2001 Conference
Syllabus will be available for $19 for the first copy, and
$15.75 for each additional copy. I plan to get the syllabus,
and if anyone else is interested, please give me a check for
the $15.75, and I will send it in. They will not be mailed
out until October after the conference.
Finally, don't forget our Arlene Eakle Seminar
January 12, 2001. This is a reminder, and you won't want
to miss her.

The Bay County Genealogical Society will
present its annual Beginner’s Genealogy Seminar on
Saturday, October 20, 2001, from 8:30 a.m. until 3
p.m. in the Bay County Downtown Library Meeting
Room. Cost of the seminar is $15.00 which includes
lunch. Registration will begin at 8:30 am and the
seminar will start at 9 a.m..
The seminar will be conducted by Natalie
Thompson, past BCGS Vice President and Program
Chairman. Natalie is a seasoned genealogist and is
widely sought as a genealogy speaker. Natalie
attended Brigham Young University and obtained her
Bachelor of Arts Degree at Florida State University,
Panama City Campus. She has attended three Family
History Seminars at Brigham Young University and
has taught classes at junior colleges in the continuing
education programs. While living in Chicago, IL,
Natalie participated on the genealogy speakers circuit
taking her to the Chicago Genealogical Society, local
area county genealogical societies and several D.A.R.
chapters. Natalie has presented many programs and
training sessions for the BCGS. She currently
volunteers at the Family History Center at the LDS
Church on State Street, Panama City.
Natalie will present the basics of genealogy
research as well as information on what is available
on the Internet and how to find it.

See BEGINNER’S, page 2
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BEGINNER’S
From Page 1
Following are the Seminar Topics:
1) Getting Started and Organized
- Charts, Forms, and Basic Organization
2) Vital Records
3) Census Records
4) Introduction to Genealogy Research on the
Internet
Although oriented for the beginning family
researcher, the seminar will be an excellent
refresher for the seasoned genealogist. Natalie’s
search methods and techniques will enlighten all
attendees.

BOOK FAIR
By Judy Bennett
There is a coming attraction
that you don’t want to miss. On
Saturday, October 6, the Bay County Genealogical
Society will be sponsoring a Book Fair. This will
take the place of the regular October meeting. This is
a great way to share our private resources about
genealogy. The more books, newspapers and
quarterlies that you bring, the greater the success of
the fair. It all depends on you!
To protect your resources we will have the
following instructions:
1. Bring into the meeting room only the
following: your notebook, paper, pencils, pens, a
small purse, and laptop computer.
2. Only the books, that you will be sharing,
may be brought into the room. Please have a list of
each resource with, at least, the title and author. The
resources will be checked in and out, against this list.
Please have your name in each book. We are
requesting that you bring your books before 10:00
a.m.
3. Only those members so designated for
copying will leave the room with books. Each copied
page will cost 10 cents, payable when you leave.
Tell all your friends who are interested in
genealogy about the fair which starts at 10:00 a.m.
and closes at 3:00 p.m.. Thanks to all of you who will
be sharing. Because of you, someone will possibly
find that missing link.

Page

2

Bay County Heritage
Book Project
Underway
By Linda Pazics Kleback,
Committee Chairman
The Bay County Heritage Book Project began
with a preliminary meeting in March. Since then we
have held monthly meetings to firm up details of the
project. It has gotten off to a great start. This project
will eventually result in the publication of The
Heritage of Bay County, Florida, a hardcover book
printed on acid free paper. We will be actively
seeking family and topical stories from all Bay
County residents, those who are former residents, or
those who have roots in the county.
Our committee is working directly with the
publisher, Heritage Publishing Consultants, Inc. of
Clanton, Alabama. This company has successfully
published these books for many Alabama counties,
and many more are in process. They are also working
with other counties in the Florida Panhandle and in
Texas. We have several of the Alabama books in our
Genealogy Collection and will be adding others, as
well as the Florida Panhandle books, as they are
published.
This book will be unlike other published Bay
County works because it will be written by its
contributors. It is designed to preserve the family
histories and stories that have not yet been written
down. There is no charge to participate in the project,
and no one is required to purchase a book to be
included. Contributions in some of the Alabama
books I’ve looked through include family
genealogies, stories about landmarks and businesses,
and even a beautifully written essay on a family quilt.
Brochures are available describing the project
and outlining the guidelines for submission. These
can be picked up at the Bay County Public Library
and its branches. Brochures are also available by mail
from the Bay County Heritage Book Committee, POB
23, Panama City, FL 32402-0023. You can also
request brochures by calling me at 850-265-8817 or
e-mailing me at kleback@bellsouth.net.
Prepublication orders for the book are being accepted;
prices are listed in the brochure.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
BCGS Meetings
Oct 6: Book Fair
Many societies find that sharing our sources is
a delightful way of finding information that
we might not find any other way. Please be
thinking of books that you own that you
would be willing to share for this one day.
Details are provided in a separate article of
this newsletter.
Nov 3: History of Fishing and Boat Building in
Bay County
Winston Chester, a teacher at Mosley High
School, will tell us about his new book, Full
Box; a Hundred Year History of Fishing and
Boat Building. If you are interested in early
Bay County history, you will want to come
hear Winston.
Dec 8: (Second Saturday) Christmas Party
Note: Come Prepared
We are now allowing time after the program in
each meeting to assist and provide guidance in your
research. So bring your brick walls and other
questions, and have another cup of coffee while we
discuss them. BCGS genealogists with years of
experience will be there to help.

BCGS Events
Oct 20: Beginner’s Genealogy Seminar
Natalie Thompson will conduct this popular
annual workshop in the meeting room at the
Bay County Library on Government Street.
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m., and the
seminar will be conducted from 9 am to 3
p.m. The cost is $15.00 and includes lunch.
Note: Natalie’s search methods and
techniques will enlighten even the seasoned
genealogist.
Jan 12, 2002: Genealogy Seminar
Arlene Eakle, professional genealogist and
speaker, has just consented to return to
conduct this seminar. The seminar will be
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conducted at Gulf Coast Community College
and will include lunch. Seminar topics will
include: 1) Migration Patterns Into The
Central United States - OH, IN, IL, MO, KY,
TN 2) Tracing the Common Man Through
Congressional Records; 3) American Church
Records; and 4) Tracing The Ladies On Your
Pedigree. More details will be provided as the
program is developed.

Other Events
Nov 9: Florida State Genealogical Conference
The Florida State Genealogical Society will
conduct its 25th Annual Conference, 9-10
November, 2001, at the Four Points Sheraton
Hotel in Orlando, FL. Featured speaker will
be George G. Morgan, author of the weekly
online column, “Along Those Lines...” at
Ancestry.com and in the Ancestry Daily News.
Full two-day registration cost is $85.00 for
FSGS Member, and $95.00 for non-FSGS
Member. Cost includes lectures, Friday
Banquet and Saturday Luncheon. For more
information contact C. Ann Staley, P.O. Box
441364, Jacksonville, FL 32222, Phone: 904771-1865; Email: astaley@jax-inter.net OR
log-on to the FSGS Web Site at
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs.
Mar 16, 2002: Tallahassee Genealogical Society
Seminar
The Tallahassee Genealogical Society has
provided advanced notice that its annual
seminar will be conducted on Saturday, 16
Mar, 2002. As in the past, Friday, 15 Mar
will be HELP DAY at the State Archives.
The featured speaker will be Curt Witcher,
past NGS President, and current Director of
the Genealogy Department at the Fort Wayne,
IN, Allen County Public Library.

TCL Publication Dates To Change
By Billy Nale, Editor
The County Line publication dates will
change to January, April, July, and October
effective Jan 1, 2002. Accordingly, the December
2001 issue of TCL will not be published.
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BACK TO BASICS
By Judy Bennett

WHAT’S THE VALUE
OF LOOKING UP DEEDS?
When first starting with my family
history I was fortunate to hear William Dollarhide’s
talk “Climbing Over the Brick Wall Using Deeds.”
He showed us an example of how he traced a family’s
migration through four states just with the use of
deeds.
His reasons for first looking at deeds were:
1) The indexes accumulate deeds over a large span of
time. 2) The indexes give a good overview of “who’s
who” in that county, including those next-door
neighbors who the girls might have married. 3)
Sometimes, a reference to a Civil Court case might
give you other leads. Civil Court cases are rarely
indexed.
Dollarhide talked me into the importance of
deeds but for a while it seemed very dull. Then, I
went to a county where my grandmother had been
born. I had a list of her father’s land transactions for
that county with the land descriptions. The clerk at
Chatooga County, GA, Court House was very helpful.
Armed with copies of maps I found the place where
she and her family lived. Now, land records became
more important to me. I’ve found the places where
ancestors lived in Georgia, Florida, South Carolina,
Illinois and Indiana.
Another “Eureka” occurred when I lost
Thomas Vandeveer and his family after he and his
wife sold land in Indiana in 1842. In looking through
the Internet site for the State of Illinois, there was a
link to the Public Domain Land Tract Sales. There
was Thomas buying land in Clay County, IL, in 1843.
Now I had a county.
Instead of deeds, one of the first things I
looked through was will and probate records with
absolutely no success. Next, I looked at deeds for
Clay County to see if they had moved again. What I
found was a jewel! In 1848 there was a sale of
property to the heirs of Thomas. I don’t know why the
heirs were buying land, but because they did I got
people and dates to add to my family group record.
The information that I gleaned was the fact that
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Thomas had died before the date of the deed, those
children who were alive at this time, the names of
their spouses, and the new surname of Thomas’ wife,
Hannah.
Not as important, but interesting were all the
nephews and cousins that had also moved into Clay
County and had deed transactions.
As a closing, here are some tidbits about
deeds: 1) Almost everyone owned land. To own land
was the primary reason for immigrating to this new
land. 2) In the early days, deeds predated other
records, such as vital records and cemetery
tombstones. 3) Relationships can be found. I’ve found
deeds where property, other than land, was gifted “to
my daughter...”, “to my son...” or to my brother-inlaw for the use of my wife...”. Names were also
included. 4) Migration information can be found as
William Dollarhide discovered. 5) Sometimes wills
are also recorded when it involves an estate. 6)
Because of dower rights to property, a wife is also
included when selling. This may help if two or more
people had the same name. Be careful though,
because with two John Smiths, both might have wives
named Elizabeth. 7) Sometimes a hint of age may be
given - “... being over 21 years of age and unmarried,
and sole heir at law of ...”. 8) Sometimes a deed is not
recorded for many years. It is surely recorded when
the property is sold again.
Remember, those boring land records might
have just what you are looking for. Following are
some words associated with deeds along with helpful
definitions:
INDENTURE: the written document, usually kept by
buyer until property is sold again
DOWER: the part of the real estate of a deceased
husband given by law to his widow during her life
GRANTOR: seller
GRANTEE: buyer
METES: the measurement of boundaries of a tract of
land with direction, given in degrees
BOUNDS: physical objects, like trees or creeks

BCGS Historian
[Help Needed]
Board member Russie Johnson has volunteered to be
the Historian for the BCGS. If you have any
newspaper articles, photos, or other items pertaining
to BCGS, past or present, please mail them to the
BCGS address or bring them to our next meeting.
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GENEALOGY AND
COMPUTERS

REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSIONERS
DATABASE

By Sondra Taylor

The American Local History Network has
recently completed a database of the 1840 Census of
Revolutionary War Pensioners.
The URL is:
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/topic/colonial/censu
s/index.html

LIMITATIONS OF DATABASES ON THE
INTERNET
When searching databases on the Internet, it is
important to be aware of what kind of records are
included as well as the limitations of each database.
For instance, some vital records databases are
advertised as indexes to a particular state database of
births, deaths, or marriages. However, the database
may have significant date restrictions (i.e., only for a
few years, sometimes with breaks in between) and
may also have significant restrictions on the number
of counties within the state that are included. Some
also have a limitation because, even though recording
the particular event was required, compliance was
sometimes spotty.
One of the largest databases available for
research on the Internet is the Social Security Death
Index that is available on several websites. Most
genealogists are aware of the limitations as to what
types of records are included in this database.
However, it would also be wise to check on when the
latest update to each SSDI database was made. The
dates of the updates to various SSDI indexes can vary
significantly.
INTERPRETING THE INTERNET
Have you ever performed a search and had
websites come up as matches that were not in
English? The Internet is global. You might have
valuable family information in that link, but you may
not know that particular language.
The Alta Vista website provides a translating
service called BABEL FISH. You provide the text or
the website of the information that you need
translated and the kind of translation needed, for
instance, GERMAN to ENGLISH.
The URL is:
http://babelfish.altavista.com/translate.dyn

PENNSYLVANIA DIGITAL ARCHIVES
The Pennsylvania State Archives has recently
added the first series of files (with more to come) of
Pennsylvanians who served in various wars including
the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and World
War I.
The URL is:
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us

New Materials
At The Bay County Public Library
Linda Pazics Kleback,GenealogySpecialist,
Bay County Public Library
GENERAL:
Gen. R355.223 New – Uncle, We Are Ready!
Registering America’s Men 1917-1918
Gen. R929.42 Spe – Spear, Speir, Speer, and
Friends...
Gen. R929.7 Rob – The Royal Descents of 500
Immigrants to the American Colonies or the United
States
Gen. R929 Che – Cherokee Record Books 18361838
Gen. R929 Dou – 1832 Creek Census Parsons Abbott
Gen. R929 Ros – Mayflower Deeds & Probates
Gen. R929 Dob – The Original Scots Colonists of
Early America, Caribbean Supplement 1611-1707
ALABAMA:
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Chambers
County, Alabama.
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Tuscaloosa
County, Alabama
See NEW MATERIAL, page 6
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NEW MATERIAL
From Page 5
FLORIDA:
FL Gen. R929.3759 Sch – Abstracts of Will Books
1 and 2, Marion County, Florida, 1883-1908
FL Gen. R929.3759 Bay – Bay County, Florida
Marriage Index 1900-1920
FL Gen. R929.3759 Bay – Bay County, Florida
Marriage Index 1921-1925
FL Gen. R929.3759 Bay – Bay County, Florida
Marriage Index 1946-1950
FL Gen. R929.3759 Bay – Bay County, Florida
Marriage Index 1951-1955
GEORGIA:
GA Gen. R929.3759 Wir – A Wiregrass Reader:
Newspaper Abstracts from the Late Nineteenth
Century Featuring Montgomery, Laurens, Telfair,
Dodge, Candler, and Johnson Counties
GA Gen. R929.3758 Das – Piney Woods Pioneers
GA Gen. R929.3758 Wel – Birth, Marriage,
Divorce, Obituary and death Notices from The
Ocilla Dispatch, March 1899-January 1901
GA Gen. R929.3758 Wel – Obituaries and Death
Notices from The Douglas Breeze, Coffee County,
Georgia 1895-1905
GA Gen. R929.3758 Wel – Wedding, Birth and
Divorce Notices from The Sumner Free
Trader/Worth County Local April 1885-December
1893, Vol. 1
GA Gen. R929.3758 Wel – Marriage, Birth and
Divorce Notices from The Douglas Breeze, Coffee
County, Georgia
GA Gen R929.3758 Das – Wiregrass Obituaries and
Death Notices, Vol. I
NORTH CAROLINA:
NC Gen. R929.37587 Hol – Bute County, North
Carolina, Land Grant Plats and Land Entries
NC Gen. R929.3 Byr – In Full Force and Virtue:
North Carolina Emancipation Records 1713-1860
PENNSYLVANIA:
PA Gen. R929.3748 Gow – Marriages and Vital
Records of Western Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio
1820-1868
PA Gen. R929.3748 Ric – Circuit and Circuit
Riders. 2 Volumes.
PA Gen. R929.3748 Mac – Births, Marriages, and
Deaths of Adams County, Pennsylvania 1852-1854
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PA Gen. R929.1 Roa – Colonial Philadelphians
PA Gen. R929.3 Llo – Faith and Family:
Pennsylvania German Heritage in York County
Area Fraktur
PA Gen. R929.3748 And – Abstracts of Deeds,
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, Vol. I
PA Gen. R929.3748 Hec – Genealogical Abstracts
of the Presbyterian Banner and The Presbyterian
Banner and Advocate, Volumes 1-208, Sept. 18,
1852-Sept. 20, 1856, Inclusive
PA Gen. R929.3251 Hec – Genealogical Excerpts
from the Presbyterian Advocate, October 4, 1838 October 24, 1855 Representing Volumes 1-17,
Inclusive
PA Gen. R929.3748 And – Abstracts of Deeds.
Northampton County, Pennsylvania
PA Gen. R929.1 Wev – Abstracts of Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, Wills 1821-1830
PA Gen. R277.48 Hec – Catalogue of Clerics in
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Up to the Year
1910
SOUTH CAROLINA:
SC Gen.R975.7 Kin – Roman Catholic Deaths in
Charleston, South Carolina 1800-1860
SC Gen.R929.3757 Hol – Marriage and Death
Notices from the (Charleston, South Carolina)
Mercury 1822-1832
SC Gen. R929.3757 Hol – Marriage, Death, and
Estate Notices from Georgetown, S.C. Newspapers,
1791-1861
VIRGINIA:
VA Gen. R920.0755 Enc – Encyclopedia of
Virginia Biography, 5 Volumes

Publications For Sale
By Judy Bennett
The Bay County Genealogical
Society has undertaken a project of publishing the
marriages in Bay County since its conception in 1913.
The following four publications of the Bay County,
Florida Marriages are now for sale: 1900-1920,
1921-1925, 1946-1950, and 1951-1955. The cost is
$12 each, which includes postage. Please address
requests to the BCGS address shown on the last page
of this newsletter.
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TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO
BELIEVE, THAT IS THE
QUESTION
By Nancy Roberts
As you search for your ancestors and find
more and more sources showing data about them,
particularly on the internet, how can you tell if that
information is accurate? Of course you want the
records you gather to be as accurate as possible. You
are ultimately seeking proven data. So what data can
you accept as correct?
To answer those questions let’s begin with a
definition of Prime Proof (the most accurate data
possible): "The information found on an original
document that has been recorded at the time the
event happened by a person in a position to know."
For example, on a death certificate the death date,
place and cause are prime data, but birth date & place
were not recorded when that event happened.
If you have done any research at all you know
that finding prime proof for events that happened, say
before 1900, is very difficult. So which of the other
information can be believed and to what extent? For
the sake of this discussion I have divided these other
sources and the data they contain into three
categories: 1) Yes, it can be believed and is as
accurate as possible; 2) It’s probably OK, but.......; 3)
You had better compare the data with other sources
before adding to your records.
The following are examples by category of
sources from which you can find basic data on your
ancestors, and my thoughts on the records found
there:
Category 1: Accurate
The obvious examples would be official
public birth, death and marriage records. Other prime
information can be found in wills and estates, court
and land records. However, printed abstracts and
compilations of such records can contain human
errors resulting from the copying process. I
recommend you compare such sources with the
original record, when available.
One example of abstracts that you can accept
are many of the records in the IGI (International
Genealogical Index) at the Family History Centers of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
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(LDS). Such records have already been crosschecked. To be able to identify the accurate data, find
the "batch/film no." under "source" at the far right on
the microfiche. It’s OK if that number begins with:
C,E,J,K,M,P,T5,725,744,745 or 754.
Also, don’t forget the many county and state
records printed in society quarterlies. Another good
source is TAG (The American Genealogist) which the
public library has on microfilm. It has been published
since late 1800s and includes excellent material. The
indexes to each volume have been printed. Note: The
Genealogist Specialist at the Bay County Public
Library can help in this regard.
Category 2: Maybe these are OK
I have found that Social Security Death
records are sometimes off by a year on birth dates.
Obituaries can also be incorrect and incomplete on
survivors. Further, be a bit wary of tombstones,
especially if they are obvious replacements. On
census records the only thing certain is that those
people lived together on that date and in that place.
Remember that printed census indexes are incomplete
and can include misinterpretations from original
handwriting. A messy Bible is more apt to have had
the event recorded when it happened. Go easy with
what you learn in personal interviews. Memory can
fail or details can get mixed up. Another useful source
can be funeral home records, depending on who
provided the information.
Category 3: Watch out
In regard to the IGI records not in category 1
above and the LDS Ancestral Files, I recommend that
those records be compared with better sources. The
same can be said for all genealogical information
entered by individuals on the Internet. Be very careful
of the sets of books containing multiple genealogies,
such as "The Compendium of American Genealogy"
by Vircus, and " Colonial Families of United States of
America" by Mackenzie. All these should only be
used for clues.

Did You Know?
By Nancy Roberts

The local LDS Family History Center located
on State Avenue, Panama City, Florida, has the entire
1880 US Census available to search on CD’s. There
is a master index for the entire country and for
individual states. Most of the information collected
by the census is included in this data base.
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Genealogy & History
By Wallie Waltonen

Amanda’s Story,
Wedding Bells for Mandy
Amanda Rebecca Anderson studied to become a
Registered Nurse at the State Hospital at
Chattahoochee, Florida. To pay for her instruction
and room and board, she worked in the kitchen and
did scut work on the hospital floors.
After graduation, she applied for and was
accepted into the U.S. Nurse Corp for training in
New Jersey as a surgical nurse. Before completing
the program and being sent overseas, World War One
ended and the program was dropped. For some time
Mandy remained at the New Jersey hospital tending
to returning soldiers suffering from shell shock.
After awhile Mandy returned to her home in the
Pinelog, Bay/Washington Co., Florida, area. She
helped on the farm of her father, John Duncan
Anderson, and tended to the delivery of babies, the
sick and the dying. Sometimes she had to attend to
the preparation of the bodies for layout and for
burying. She often thought of her friend up in New
Jersey and kept in touch by letter.
Amanda ?Mandy? Rebecca Anderson was called
upon to travel from her home on Pinelog Creek, Bay
Co., Florida, to Michfield, Randolph Co., North
Carolina, to help her sister Emma Anderson Presnell
in the delivery of one of her children. Being a
Registered Nurse and a licensed midwife, Mandy was
well suited for this task.
Walter Graves, having come back from service
with the U.S. Army in France during World War One,
had begun operating a sawmill in Seagrove, Randolph
Co., North Carolina, with his twin brother Willie.
Willie Graves handled the cutting and
transporting of trees to the sawmill. Walter operated
the sawmill and stacked the sawn lumber for drying.
It was here in Seagrove that Mandy and Walter met
and fell in love, and where Walter proposed to
Mandy.
Before accepting the proposal, Mandy returned to
New Jersey to tell her friend face to face that she was
going to marry Walter Graves. He said he would ride
the train with her to North Carolina, hoping to
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dissuade her on the way. If she would not change her
mind, he would take a return train to New Jersey. He
talked, she listened, and he returned to New Jersey on
the next train.
Amanda Rebecca Anderson and Walter Cyrus
Graves were married in Vernon, the county seat of
Washington County, Florida, in 1921.
As related by Mandy Anderson Graves to Wallie Waltonen

Showing and Telling It Like It Was
By Billy Nale

The August 4, 2001, BCGS meeting was certainly
a step into the past....Civil War past, that is. Pictured left
to right are Terry Vickmark, Kathy and Frank Lopez, and
Diane Lacy, all members of the local Civil War Reenactors
Club who provided a colorful and informative presentation
on the types of dress worn by men and women during the
Civil War era.
Diane Lacy wore a beautiful green dress that could
be modified by the wearer for most any occasion. Diane
showed and explained the many layers of the dress and the
purpose of each.
Kathy Lopez wore a nurses uniform worn by the
Union Army nurses in rear echelon hospitals. Kathy
explained the history and functions of the nurses that
administered to the Union and Southern forces.
Frank Lopez wore the uniform of a Union Hospital
Steward and explained the duties and responsibilities of
such medical personnel.
Terry Vickmark wore and explained the parts of a
mourning dress worn by a widowed southern wife. She
also explained the mourning rituals that a widowed lady
had to go through.
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Genealogists At Work
Following are the names of BCGS
members and the primary names being searched. We
hope that you, the reader, will help if you recognize
any surname for which you have information or can
provide a direction of search. We thank you in
advance.
SMITH, Richard
Email: rbsgen@aol.com
Researching:
Kerr
IL, TX, OK, CA
Cast
KY, AL, IL, TX
Provence
KY, TN, AL, TX
Ridgeway
PA, IL
MONTGOMERY, Robert L.
Email: richmont@digitalexp.com
Researching:
Montgomery Mecklenberg Co, NC
GA Counties: Baker,
Decatur, Early,
Miller, Thomas
Oliver
GA Counties: Baker,
Decatur, Early,
Miller, Mitchell,
Thomas
Whigham
GA Counties: Baker,
Decatur, Early,
Grady, Thomas
Also Alabama
Kirk
Rockmart (Near
Atlanta, GA.)
Also Florida
Bush
Marianna &
Cottondale, Jackson
Co, Florida

1840-Present
1840-Present
1810-Present
1840-Present

1800-2001

1840-1950

1850-1960

1800-1950

1800-1980

MONTGOMERY, Helen R
Email: richmont@digitalexp.com
Researching:
Bradshaw
Thomasville, Thomas 1800
Co, GA; Quincy,
1800-1950
Gadsden Co, FL;
Tallahassee, Leon Co, FL
Fillingim & Alabama: Cities:
1800-1970
Gilley
Hartford, Newton,
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Slocomb; Counties:
Houston, Geneva
Hines, Hine, Connecticut, & NC; 1800-1950
Hind
Thomasville, Thomas, GA
Miller
Panama City, FL:
1800-1960
GA: Cities: Cairo,
Thomasville,
Counties: Decatur, Grady
Parrott
Thomasville,
1800-1950
Thomas Co, GA
Richards
MA; NC; Charleston, 1750-2001
SC; FL: Cities: Ocheesee,
Blountstown, Wewahitchka;
Counties: Bay, Calhoun,
Gulf, Washington
ROWE, Sandra J.
Email: srowe@digitalexp.com
Researching:
Jackson
Alabama
North Carolina
Yawn
Georgia
South Carolina
Florida
Kittrel
Florida
South Carolina
Christmas
NC, SC, FL
Toole
NC, SC, FL
Register
NC, FL
Hawthorn
GA, FL

1860-1910
1820-1860
1830-Present
1800-1900
1850-2000
1800-Present
1700-1850
1800-1900
1700-Present
1800-Present
1800's

GUEST, Ramona
Email: rdguest@worldnet.att.net
Researching:
McGilvary
Enterprise, Coffee Co,1890-1905
AL; Clio, Barbour, AL;1840-1890
Rowan Co, NC
1789-1840
Johnson
Enterprise, Coffee, AL1870-1905
Oglethorpe Co, GA 1830-1870
Engram
Enterprise, Coffee, AL 1870-1920
Houston Co, GA
1804-1870
STAFFORD, Lillian V.
Email: lowaters@aol.com
Researching:
Johnson,
Georgia
North Carolina
VA

1849
1770

Bay County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization within the definition of
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, dedicated to the advancement, education and
promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical records
relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida and surrounding
areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open
to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in
Genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the first Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City
Library. The Board of Directors meet at the library at 10:00 a.m. also on the first Saturday of the
month. Dues are $15.00 per year for single or family membership payable in December.
W eb Address: Http://www.rootsweb.com/~ flbcgs/index.htm
Email: SondraT375@aol.com

The County Line, Newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society(BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, October) by the BCGS. Subscription
to The County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10.00 annually. Editor: Billy Nale, bnale@knology.net, (850) 265-5169
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at address shown above.

