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In MEMORIAM
This Edition of TCL is Dedicated in Remembrance of

Diane Stults
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
By Berniece Loper
This quarter has been one of excitement and sadness.
I will get to the exciting part, but first I must mention
Diane Stults' passing on March 6th. It was such a shock to
all of us, and we will miss her terribly. This issue is
dedicated to her memory. She was a lady with many good
ideas for the society, and kept our membership records
impeccably. She notified members and interested people of
each meeting, and kept everyone abreast of web sites that
were especially interesting that she discovered. She passed
on information for me to the society, and friends of the
society. Her support was so valuable to me. We will all
miss her that is true, but myself and the society board will
not be the same without her. Our sympathy goes to her
husband Dave, son Mark, Mark's wife to be, and the rest of
her family.
In January, we were all busy preparing for the
Arlene Eakle seminar that was to be held the 2nd of
February. The many details of a project like that takes the
board and society members a great many hours of hard
work and planning what with publicity, organizing the
food that was to be served for breaks and the luncheon,
registration, and book selling. The day arrived and we
were so pleasantly surprised to find that 83 people
attended. Everyone was extremely pleased with the
contents of the seminar to include Arlene herself. The
many evaluations that were turned in told us a great deal,
and will be a big help in preparing for next year's seminar.
I want to thank everyone for all the hard work, and
cooperation that took
place.

DIANE STULTS
A Great Friend and
Genealogy Associate
By Billy Nale
On 6 March 2002 Diane Stults, a great friend
and genealogy associate, passed away after a
prolonged period of illness.
Diane had been a member of the Bay County
Genealogical Society since 6 December 1997 and
served as the Chairman of the Membership
Committee for over three years. She was a concerted
and intensive worker for the BCGS. Many projects
would not have been completed had it not been for
her personal work and expert advice.
See DIANE, Page 2
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DIANE
From Page 1
Her most recent accomplishments are well
documented as an active member of the BCGS
Newsletter Committee. Diane not only contributed
numerous genealogical articles but also provided
valuable editorial support to this editor.
Diane was born on 25 January 1940 in
Davenport, Iowa,. the daughter of Maurice Hull and
Garnett Shaw. On 15 July 1961 Diane was married to
David Stults who is also from Davenport, Iowa.
Dave and Diane were an Air Force family and spent
most of their military time in Panama City, FL. Diane
and Dave have two children, Robert and Mark.
Robert is working in New Mexico and Mark is in the
Air Force in Germany.
Diane had been doing research on her (Shaw)
family since 1996.
She became a seasoned
genealogist, and in April 2001 wrote a family history
book entitled Americus and Claretta Ruby Shaw
and Allied Families. Diane and Dave produced over
50 copies of the book for family members and friends.
Dave will donate a copy of the book to the Bay
County Genealogical Society.
In addition to genealogy, Diane was actively
involved in other humanitarian support activities.
Diane was a member of the Bay County
Literacy Volunteers of America For ten years. She
taught numerous adults to read and assisted them in
becoming self sufficient and productive citizens.
For over five years, Diane was an active
member of Education Encore, a non-credit
educational enrichment program of Gulf Coast
Community College, Panama City, FL for seniors 50
years and over. She served on the Education Encore
Advisory Council in various support roles. However,
Diane will always be remembered for her outstanding
leadership as the Chairman of the Curriculum
Committee. She developed and coordinated a
diversity of curriculum that has contributed
significantly to the growth of the Encore Program.
Of all her accomplishments, Diane was most
respected for her friendliness, love and compassion
for others, especially our seniors. For all of us who
knew Diane, we have lost a true friend; and I am sure
that we will never forget her for what she has meant
to us individually and as a group.
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JUDY BENNETT TO TAKE
OVER DUTIES OF
MEMBERSHIP
CHAIR
By Billy Nale
Judy Bennett will take over duties as the
BCGS Membership Chairman for the remainder of
2002. Judy is currently the Vice President of BCGS,
and serves on the Newsletter Committee. I am sure
that most of you will recognize that Judy is the author
of our Back To Basics column for this newsletter.

BCGS SEMINAR 2003
PLANNING UNDERWAY
Phil & Melanie
Thornton
Committee CoChairpersons
by Billy Nale
The organization and planning for the BCGS
Seminar 2003 has begun and is off to a fast and
efficient start thanks to the excellent organization and
planning skills of Phil and Melanie Thornton, the
Committee Leaders. Although new to genealogy and
to the Bay County Genealogical Society, Phil and
Melanie have already demonstrated their organization
and leadership abilities for managing and conducting
such an enormous project.
Committee members are
Berniece Loper, Billy Nale, Alice Locke, Mary Ann
Buswell, Sally Rinehart, Sondra Taylor, and Judy
Bennett.
The committee has had two meetings to get
the project going and have already identified the date,
location and some potential speakers for the Seminar.
The seminar will be conducted on Saturday, 8
Feb 2003 at Gulf Coast Community College, Panama
City, FL in the Gibson Learning Hall of the Student
Union Building East. This is an excellent facility for
the seminar with an elevated auditorium architecture
and up-to-date audio-visual aids. The building also
houses an excellent area for lunch and restroom
facilities.
Potential speakers will be announced after the
committee has made the proper analysis.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
By Billy Nale
BCGS MEETINGS
4 May: We The People
Judge Larry Smith (Retired) will be our guest
speaker. Judge Smith currently teaches a
course on the US Constitution as part of the
Gulf Coast Community College Education
Encore Program. Judge Smith’s presentation
will focus on the origin of the peoples and
environment of the colonies leading into the
Declaration of Independence, and The U.S.
Constitution.
1 June: Full Box
Winston Chester, a teacher at Mosley High
School, will tell us about his new book, Full
Box; A Hundred Year History of Fishing
and Boat Building. This particular aspect of
the history of Bay County will certainly
enlighten you on our interesting history.
6 July: Treasuries In Our Own Library
Judy Bennett, Vice-President of BCGS will
give us a picture of what is in our own Library
Genealogy Section, and will also cover such
topics as how to order books through the
Inter-Library Loan Program. Judy will also
advise us of what genealogical resources are
available in the Historical Section of the
Library.
3 Aug: Story Telling and Family History
Adele Head, a member of the Storytellers @
Bay organization will be our guest speaker.
Adele will discuss storytelling and it’s
relation to family history.
7 Sep: Where’s Grandma Buried?
Phil Thornton will provide more explanatory
details for this topic in the next newsletter.
Note: Come Prepared
We are now allowing time after the program in each
meeting to assist and provide guidance in your
research. So bring your “brick walls” and other
questions, and have another cup of coffee while we
discuss them. BCGS genealogists with years of
experience will be there to help.
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BCGS EVENTS
19 Oct: Beginner’s Genealogy Seminar
Natalie Thompson will conduct this popular
annual workshop. The seminar will be held in
the Gibson Learning Hall, of the Student
Union East Building of Gulf Coast
Community College, Panama City, FL. More
details will be provided as developed.
8 Feb 2003: BCGS Annual Genealogy Seminar
The seminar will also be held in the Gibson
Learning Hall, of the Student Union East
Building of Gulf Coast Community College,
Panama City, FL. See separate article in
this newsletter, page 2.
FLORIDA
13-17 Nov: FSGS Annual Conference
The Florida State Genealogical Conference
will be held 13-17 Nov 2002 at the Hilton
Petersburg Hotel. The keynote speaker will
be Linda Woodward Geiger, CGRS. Linda is
an associate of the Board for Certification of
Genealogists, a member of National
Genealogical Society, and numerous state and
local genealogical and historical societies.
The Hilton Hotel is located at 333 First Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida. Reservations
can be made by calling the hotel directly at
888-843-6929. Individuals must identify
themselves with the Florida State
Genealogical Society group, at the time the
reservations are made in order to receive the
special group rate.
More details at
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flsgs/.
NATIONAL
15-18 May: National Genealogical Soc. Conf.
The NGS Conference will be held in
Milwaukee, WI. Obtain more details at
www.ngsgenealogy.org/conf.htm.
7-10 Aug: Federation of Genealogical Societies
The FGS annual Conference will be at the
Ontario Convention Center, Ontario, CA.
Obtain more details at http://www.fgs.org.

VOLUM E 21

NUM BER 2

APRIL 2002

THE COUNTY LINE, BCGS NEW SLETTER

BACK TO BASICS
By Judy Bennett
READ, LISTEN AND LEARN
M
any of us are decades from high school,
homework and exams, so most of us probably don’t
want to hear about learning. Do you know what the
“ology” in genealogy means? It means “the study of.”
Yes, if you are involved in genealogy, you are finding
yourself studying constantly.
Just recently, I decided to paint my home
office. I’m in the process of cleaning out and going
through lots of “stuff.” One of the items I found in
my office was a notebook that I had made containing
Linda Klebeck’s articles in The News Herald. The
articles go back to when I first started genealogy and
end in January 2000. I was contemplating throwing
them away, but started rereading them and found lots
of information that I’d forgotten. Linda’s column
continues in the Sunday paper, and I recommend
reading her articles as a way to learn about genealogy.
I imagine that 99% of you already read it.
When I first started researching in our
downtown library, I would watch Walter Sherman
come into the genealogy section and read. I was too
busy finding my family to read. That’s a common
beginner’s error - rushing to find our family. We are
addicted to turning to the index first and dismissing
the book, if our surnames are missing. Lately I’ve
found a wealth of knowledge in a book which my
particular surname was missing. Just last week I
found social history interspersed with family history.
My family probably lived nearby in the same timeframe and lived in much the same way.
Finding out HOW to research is the key to
successful genealogy. Many a brick wall has
crumbled when we learn how to do a better job. Our
library has a wealth of resources to help us learn
HOW to do genealogy including those found in the
genealogy, non-fiction, and reference sections as well
as on the computers. There are a variety of “how-to”
books in the genealogy section . They are the ones
with the lowest Dewey Decimal numbers. Some of
my favorite books are Ancestry’s Red Book, Black’s
Law Dictionary, City Your Sources, Genealogical
Evidence, Genealogical Research Vol. II, The
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Genealogist’s Address Book, The Handy Book for
Genealogists, How to Climb Your Family Tree, How
to Find Your Family Roots, International Vital
Records Handbook, Map Guide to the U.S. Federal
Censuses, The Source and Tracing Your Ancestry.
Each one is a little different from the others in
information. What are your favorites? When I went to
the library catalog and typed in “genealogy,” 1468
items were listed. The very first one was in the nonfiction section and ready to be checked out!
The computer has become another resource to
help us discover HOW. Try the “Learn” or “How-to”
sections of a web site. I think they all have them. Try
Cindi’s List to links of learning. Most are free. For
example, try the genealogyabout.com site. Then click
“Beginners Corner.” Out of the many links, there is
one called “Introduction to Genealogy.” Try taking
the quiz at the end of each lesson to see how much
you know. I found several questions that stumped me.
How about you?
Have you been to a seminar or conference
lately? The Arlene Eakle Seminar in February was
great. So was the Tallahassee Spring Seminar with
Curt Witcher. How fortunate we are to have some top
educators and genealogists in our midst. For those of
you who are just beginning or want a refresher, plan
on attending the Beginner’s Workshop in October,
given by Natalie Thompson. In February or March the
Latter-day Saints Church provide a free day of
learning. The Florida State Genealogy Society gives
a conference in November that includes a variety of
speakers. In September 3-6, 2003 the state society is
hosting, in connection with the Federation of
Genealogical Societies, a conference in Orlando,
entitled “Countdown to Discovery: A World of
Hidden Treasures,” that will provide topnotch
speakers. Let’s save our money this year and next,
find a low-price motel and head to Orlando! What an
opportunity!
Now I’m asking you to contribute to The
County Line. This question comes from one of
Linda’s articles. I’m asking for your answers, Linda
included. Is there any advice you would give to a
beginning genealogist that you wish someone had
given you? Please give me your advice at a Society
meeting or mail it to the Society. The address is on
your County Line. Thanks in advance. I can’t wait to
hear your reply.
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GENEALOGY AND
COMPUTERS
By Sondra Taylor
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Obtaining EDS - for the 1930 Census in One Step
(Large Cities):
http://home.pacbell.net/spmorse/census
OTHER HELPFUL WEBSITES

T

HE 1930 CENSUS
Native American and European Genetic Markers -

By the time you read this, the 1930 Census
will have been released. At least, April 1st is the date
that the microfilms will be available at the National
Archives and its thirteen regional branches.
It may take some time before the microfilms
are available at other repositories. Even then, there
may be problems accessing the microfilms since the
demand will most likely exceed the resources
available as well as the number of microfilm readers
available to view the records. If you have access to
the Internet and can afford a subscription to the
Census Records on Ancestry website, you may be
able to view the records before they are available in
your area.
Indexes using the Soundex exist for the states
of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky
(part), Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia
(part). If you are researching somewhere other than
those southern states and particularly researching in
a large city, you may want to attempt to obtain an
address for the person you are researching and then
find that address in a particular Enumeration District
in the Census. You can speak to older relatives who
might remember an address for the person that you
are researching or you may also check to see if a city
directory exists for that timeframe for the city you are
researching. Finding the address and determining the
Enumeration District will help you to narrow down
the number of rolls of microfilm you have to check
for an individual.
Here are several website addresses to help you
prepare for the search:
NARA – List of City Directories available at regional
branches:
http://merrimack.nara.gov/genealogy/citydirs.html
Cyndi’s List - City Directories:
http://www.cyndislist.com/citydir.htm

Here are a couple of websites that discuss genetic
markers in regard to your teeth:
http://www.wf.net/~jyates/teeth.htm
http://members.tripod.com/~wynkoop/webdocs/nati
ve.htm
DNA Testing for Genalogical Purposes - DNA
testing is now available for genealogical purposes
such as proving relationships, database matching,
ethnic origins, and surname/clan reconstruction.
Ancestry offers a basic introduction to DNA testing
at:
http://www.ancestry.com/genetics/howworks.htm

NEW BCGS WEB
ADDRESS
Please note that the Web Address
for the Bay County Genealogical Society is now:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs/index.htm
B. Nale, Web Master

ADDRESS
CHANGE/CORRECTION
REQUESTED
Addressees: Please review your
mailing address for correctness. If it is
incorrect or needs changing in any way,
please notify me via one of the following means:
Editor email address: bnale@knology.net
BCGS email address: sondraT375@aol.com
BCGS mailing address:
P.O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402
Or you may call me at (850) 265-5169
Thank You, Billy Nale, Editor
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GENEALOGY & HISTORY
By Wallie Waltonen

Amanda’s Story Mandy Goes Fishing
Amanda (Mandy) Rebecca
Anderson Graves loved fresh water fishing. Mandy
had migrated with her parents, John Duncan and
Emmeline Royals Anderson from the Vaughanville,
Geneva County, AL area to the Pinelog Creek area of
Washington County, FL in the early 1900s. She was
raised along the shores of Pinelog Creek. Her parents
ran a fish camp on Pinelog Creek along with farming
and raising cattle and hogs.
Pinelog Creek fed into the East River which
led to the Choctawhatchee River which finally
emptied into the Choctawhatchee Bay.
In her young years, she fished from one of the
family’s cypress boats, sculling up and down the
creek, the East River and even the Choctawhatchee
River. Later, her pride and joy was her 7½ hp Johnson
boat motor which eased her sculling labors and
increased her joy of fishing. The motor was just the
right size and weight for her to easily handle. At times
she put out set hooks from the limbs of low hanging
trees along the creek banks or trot lines. These
required regular visitation to check on the catch or the
bait.
Mandy kept the motor on the porch of her
home and kept it clean and in pampered condition.
Although she enjoyed the company of a good
fisherman, she had no hesitation in enjoying the sport
alone. When she had a notion to fish, she loaded her
motor, gas and fishing gear onto a wheelbarrow,
rolled it down to the bank of the creek and off she
went on one of the boats.
In her early 70s, she had a spell which turned
out to be a heart attack. Her children sped to her
bedside; one daughter, Monteze, coming from
Miami, FL and another, Winca Jewreen, from
Wiesbaden, Germany. Her son, Craig, lived in
Panama City, FL.
Mandy’s doctors strongly
impressed upon her family, and especially upon
strong-willed Mandy, that she could no longer do
strenuous activities. Just a few months later, a
neighbor who had been fishing on the
Choctawhatchee River, told one of the kids that he
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had seen Mandy by herself happily fishing on the
river. After being upbraided by her kids for this
dangerous activity saying that they would have to
drag the river for her body, Mandy calmly but firmly
said, “ Well, if you have to, just remember that the old
girl went down happy.!”
As related by M andy Anderson Graves to W allie Waltonen

BCGS MEMBERS
ATTEND
TALLAHASSEE
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
By Billy Nale

Back Row, L-R: Russie Johnson,
Bonnie Shipp, Bobbie Tate, and
Billy Nale. Front, L-R: Judy
Bennett, Alice Locke and Berniece
Loper

Seven
mem
bers of the BCGS attended the Tallahassee, FL
Genealogical Conference Annual Conference on 16
March 2002.
Guest speaker of the conference was Mr. Curt
Witcher, President of the National Genealogical
Society. Mr. Witcher presented four very informative
sessions:
!
Doing Effective Genealogical Research in
Libraries
!
Using Periodical Literature for
Genealogical Research
!
Surfing the Internet - A Beginners Guide
for Genealogists, and
!
Using Military Records for Research

VOLUM E 21

NUM BER 2

APRIL 2002

THE COUNTY LINE, BCGS NEW SLETTER

Update on the Bay
County Heritage Book
By Linda Pazics Kleback
Chairman, Bay County Heritage
Committee
We are making steady progress on this project.
We now have twenty family stories and several
topical stories. As of March 28th, we have sold twelve
books. We will not go to press until we have a
minimum of 350 family stories so we have a long way
to go!
Our biggest problem is convincing people that
this is not a book only about “old” families. This
book is being compiled for the future. While we are
eager to preserve the history and stories of the earliest
families of the geographical region that became Bay
County, we also want the stories of the families who
have lived here in the past and who are living here
today. What a great opportunity to tell the stories that
have never been published! All of us contribute to
Bay County in different ways every day. We are as
much a part of Bay County’s heritage as those early
pioneers.
We hope all of you will contribute stories to
this project. Brochures are available that list the
guidelines for submission. The main points to
remember are:
•

Anyone living in Bay County, who
has ever lived in Bay County, or who
has ancestors here can participate.

•

If your family was here prior to 1890,
it is considered a pioneer family. You
may submit a 1,000 word story and
two pictures free.

•

All other families may submit a 500
word story and one picture free.

•

All family members who have a
different mailing address can submit a
story on the same family. The limit is
one story per address not per family.
It is possible to submit a longer story
by having different family members
each submit part.
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•

We are also looking for 250-word
topical stories on clubs, churches,
schools, etc. These may include a free
photo.

•

Extra words may be submitted at $.15
each and extra photos at $15.

•

No one has to buy a book to submit
material. We do plan to end up with a
book well worth the pre-publication
price of $50. Books purchased after
publication will be priced based on the
actual cost of production.

We have brochures available at the library.
You can contact me at kleback@bellsouth.net or by
calling 850-265-8817 if you would like one mailed to
you.
Ann Robbins and Rebecca Saunders will be
glad to speak to any local organizations on this
project. Contact them at the Bay County Public
Library at 872-7500 to make arrangements.

Publications For Sale
By Judy Bennett
The Bay County Genealogical
Society has undertaken a project of
publishing the marriages in Bay County
since its conception in 1913. The following four
publications of the Bay County, Florida Marriages
are now for sale: 1900-1920, 1921-1925, 1926-1930,
1946-1950, and 1951-1955. The cost is $12 each,
which includes postage. Please address requests to
the BCGS address shown on the last page of this
newsletter.

BCGS Historian
Help Needed
Board member Russie Johnson is
the Historian for the BCGS. If you have
any newspaper articles, photos, or other items
pertaining to BCGS, past or present, please mail them
to the BCGS address or bring them to our next
meeting.
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NEW BOOKS IN THE
GENEALOGICAL
COLLECTION OF THE
BAY COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Linda Pazics Kleback,
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
Data as of: 21 March 2002
GENERAL:
Gen. R929.2 Cog – Ancestors and Kin
Gen. R929.42 Ald – My Life Line: A History of
William Norton Thompson, Sr. of Alabama and His
Descendants
Gen. R929 Lai – Digging for Genealogical Treasure
in New England Town Records
Gen. R973 Bla – The Black Loyalist Directory:
African Americans in Exile After the American
Revolution
Gen. R929.42 Rob – Pioneers of the Territory of
Florida (Before Statehood): Thomas Gay &
Ephraim C. Haynes
Gen. R929.42 Sto – McElvy Beginnings and
Connections: Some Descendants of Elder William
McElvy of Decatur County, Georgia
Gen. R929.1 Fie – Register of Marriages and
Baptisms Performed by Rev. John Cuthbertson
1751-1791
Gen. R929.42 Hut – Key/Kea and Related Families
1820-1995, 3 volumes
Gen. R929.1 Cur – Miscellaneous Cherokee and
Choctaw Records 1800-1900
Gen. R973.3 Ame – American Chaplains of the
Revolution
Gen. R929.9 Zac – World Tartans
Gen. R929.4 Zac – The Book of Irish Names
Gen. R929.6 Oli – An Introduction to Heraldry
Gen. R929 Mac – Irish Families: Their Names,
Arms, and Origins
Gen. R929 Gre – Clans and Families of Ireland
Gen. R369.1 Lin – Lineages of Members of the
National Society of the Sons and Daughters of the
Pilgrims 2 Volumes
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ALABAMA:
AL Gen. R016.3556 Gre – Too Little Too Late:
Compiled Military Service Records of the 63rd
Alabama Infantry CSA with Rosters of Some
Companies of the 89th, 94th and 95th Alabama Militia
CSA
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Pike
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Chilton
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Blount
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Pickens
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Talledega
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Colbert
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Madison
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Cullman
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Franklin
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Morgan
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Etowah
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Perry
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Marshall
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R976.1 Her – The Heritage of Baldwin
County, Alabama
AL Gen. R929.3761 Cav – Death, Marriage and
Probate Notices from Montgomery, Alabama
Newspapers Volume 1 (1821-1865)
FLORIDA:
FL Gen. R929.3759 Mar – Marion County, Florida,
Abstracts of Deed Books A, B, & C 1843-1848
FL Gen. R975.995 Wom – The Rich Heritage of
Panama City Beach and Communities of Bay
County
GEORGIA:
GA Gen. R929.3758 Lau – Laurens County, GA,
Marriages 1807-1993 2 Volumes
See NEW BOOKS, Page 9
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NEW BOOKS
From Page 9
MARYLAND:
MD Gen. R929.3752 Wri – Maryland Eastern Shore
Vital Records 1648-1825, 5 Volumes.
MD Gen. R929.3752 Wri – Supplement to
Maryland Eastern Shore Vital Records, Books 1-3
MD Gen. R929.3752 Boy – The History of
Montgomery County, Maryland from Its Earliest
Settlement in 1650 to 1879
TENNESSEE:
TN Gen. R929 Mil – East Tennessee’s Forgotten
Children: Apprentices from 1778 to 1911
VIRGINIA:
VA Gen. R929.3755 Bre – Abstracts of Land
Records of Richmond County, Virginia, 1692-1704

PLEASE NOTE
The book bought by BCGS in memoriam
of Diane Stults (a native of Iowa) has arrived at
the library and is in the Genealogy Section with
the New Books. The title of the book is:
IOWA MARRIAGES EARLY TO 1850,
A RESEARCH TOOL

BAY COUNTY AUTHOR
WRITES FIRST WRITTEN
HISTORY OF
PANAMA CITY BEACH,
FLORIDA
Marlene Womack, a Bay County Historian
and author has written the first history of Panama City
Beach, Florida. The book is entitled The Rich
Heritage of Panama City Beach and Communities
of Bay County. The Panama City Beaches Chamber
of Commerce assisted in publication of the book. It
may be obtained for $30 per copy at the PCB
Chamber of Commerce and some local book stores.

Berniece Loper, left,
BCGS President,
Introduces
Arlene Eakle
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BCGS
2002
ANNUAL
SEMINAR
A
GREAT
SUCCESS
WITH
ARLENE
EAKLE
By Billy Nale

The Bay County Genealogical Society 2002
Annual Seminar was held at Gulf Coast Community
College, Panama City, Florida on Saturday, 2 Feb
2002. Dr. Arlene Eakle, President (and founder) of
the Genealogical Institute, Salt Lake City, Utah,
conducted the day-long seminar.
Over 83 people attended the seminar.
Attendees represented genealogical societies from
most of North Florida. There were also attendees
from states near and far to include Georgia,
Tennessee, Texas and Michigan.
Dr. Eakle conducted four sessions which
included:
!
Migration Patterns Into the Central United
States
!
How to Trace the Common Man Through
American Congressional Records
!
American Church Records
!
Tracing the Ladies on Your Pedigree
Dr. Eakle also introduced her updated book:
Family History For Fun and Profit: The Research
Process.
Did You Know? During “The Great Migration,”
Irish girls signed onboard ships as cattle. Why? The cattle were kept on deck above the masses of
people and disease below. An interesting fact
brought to present day life by Arlene.

Bay County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization within the definition of
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, dedicated to the advancement, education and
promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical records
relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida and surrounding
areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open
to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in
Genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the first Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City
Library. The Board of Directors meet at the library at 10:00 a.m. also on the first Saturday of the
month. Dues are $15.00 per year for single or family membership payable in December.
W eb Address: Http://www.rootsweb.com/~ flbcgs/index.htm
Email: SondraT375@aol.com
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