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Northwest Florida Genealogists Flock to Bay
County Symposium
Something for Everyone Interested in Family History
Story by Bill Zehner; photos by Ron Young

The fourteenth annual Family History Symposium in Panama City drew more than 101 attendees
this spring. At least eleven Panhandle counties, several states, and Ontario were represented by area
residents and wintering visitors. They were treated
to 20 selections from five different tracks including
beginners, intermediate, software, technology, and
Internet.
Ten of the area’s most experienced genealogical
speakers volunteered their time and expertise to
prepare and present this symposium. BCGS members Judy Bennett, Greg Morrison, Nancy Roberts,
Marlene Womack, and Bill Zehner joined Margaret
Harris and Thelma Phillips of the the Genealogical
Society of Okaloosa County and LDS members
Rick Gutknecht, Dave Gomillion, and Noel Gomillion to make this great event possible.
During the opening ceremonies, keynote speaker
Ramond Gates provided an inspired review of his
own personal experiences while researching his ancestors and shared some of what he is learning

about them and how that understanding is altering
his perception of himself.

Ramond Gates opens the day with an interesting and
inspirational summary of what he learned about himself while searching for his ancestors.

Neophytes got a quick introduction to basics by
Nancy Roberts, followed by “Pedigree Resource
File,” by Noel Gomillion, “Using Family History
Center Resources,” by Margaret Harris, and “Using
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the Family Search Internet Web Site,” by Noel
Technology buffs were treated to “GenSmarts”
Gomillion.
and “DNA Testing for Genealogists,” by Bill Zehner, “Create Family History Documents on Your
Computer,” by Noel Gomillion, and the alwayspopular “Electronic Gadgets for Family History,”
by Greg Morrison.
MBA candidate Richard Gutknecht stayed busy
all day with beginning and intermediate PAF, followed by two sessions on ordinance preparation for
LDS members.

Margaret Harris opens the first session by pointing out
an important idea that many family researchers are not
aware of: it isn’t sufficient to look at a single type of
record for information about our ancestors. Multiple
types must be used - as many as can be found.

Early birds had a special opportunity this year to
participate in a free, 15-minute, one-on-one, personal interview with Nancy Roberts, an experienced
genealogist, who attempted to provide a research
plan to break down bricks walls for the lucky six
who signed up first.

More experienced researchers could choose “Use
Multiple Source Types to Break Down Your Brick
Walls,” by Margaret Harris, “Knowledge of Local
History Helps Find Your Ancestors,” by Marlene
Womack, “Searching for Female Relatives,” by
Thelma Phillips, “How to be a Genealogy Detective,” by Judy Bennett, “Tips for Searching Indexes
on Ancestry.com,” by Dave Gomillion, and Surname Profiling,” by Bill Zehner.

“What do you mean you’re stuck behind a brick wall? If
you had signed up for my ‘Ancestry Road Show’ interview, I would have shown you how to get around it!”
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BCGS 2006 Financial
Report

Volunteers Made This
Symposium Possible

By Walter Sherman
BCGS Treasurer

Income
Membership Dues
Seminar
Publications
Total Income

These smiling faces and more were about the first thing
our attendees saw when they arrived at the Panama
Stake Center on Saturday morning. L-to-r: Sandra,
Toni, Suzanne, and Bonnie.

Except for the attendees, the most important
parts of any successful event like our Symposium
are the volunteers. The registration committee,
hand-picked by Chairman Bonnie Shipp did a perfect job of moving attendees rapidly through the
registration lines. She was assisted by Rita Adams,
Carol Alexander, Sandra Hewett, Leslie Rhinehart,
Suzanne Shay, Bonnie Shipp, Toni Shoup, Elder
Harold, and Sister Marie Widdison.
Room monitors were available to assist in any
way throughout the day, and they also assisted with
setup and tear-down of all the chairs, tables, and
electronic equipment. They included Elders Johnson, Gavin, England, Teague, Widdison, Honzik,
Mass, Wintle, Andrus, Cornwall, and Laurtizen; and
Sister Widdison.
The Panama City Stake Family History Director
and the symposium coordinator wish to thank all
those who made this event a great experience for
everyone.
✣

1045
301
120
1466

Expenses
Society Memberships
Books for Library
Seminar
Publications
Newsletters
P.O. Box + Stamps
Membership Committee
Refunds
Total Expenses

231
195
0
7
220
56
63
10
781

Net Income

685

✣

Welcome New Members
By Bonnie Shipp

Our membership list continues to grow steadily,
and is now larger than it has been in years. Please
take a moment to meet our new friends and extend a
warm welcome to them at our regular meeting.

•
•
•
•

Mary Ann Flowers
Ina Stiles
Jane H. Hamm
Ruth Preston
✣
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President’s Message
About a year ago, Apple introduced a new line of
computers powered by the same Intel processor
(brain) that runs Windows machines. That landmark
choice makes it possible to run a Windows operating system on Macintosh computers in addition to
its own native OS X operating system.
I made the mistake of broaching that subject at a
meeting of our family clan shortly before Christmas. One of my grandsons, Will Thompson, who,
among many other talents, also happens to be a very
good listener, picked right up on the discussion.
“What’s so great about Macs?” he says.
Well, for starters, there isn’t a single virus,
worm, or Trojan horse that runs on a Mac. There are
no reported sightings of adware, spyware, or popups; no incessant warnings and nagging. While it is
technically possible for Mac’s OS X operating system to crash, there are no confirmed instances. Occasional rumors of Mac crashes stimulate more interest than UFO sightings. And Macs are very easy
and just plain fun to use.
In 1998, I bought a top-of-the-line Dell desktop
with a huge monitor running Windows 98. It has
served me well (as Microsoft products go) and it
continues to do so today. I have learned how work
around many of the defects in Windows 98. However, the machine is beginning to get a little long in
the teeth, and it is becoming more and more difficult to find software (especially antivirus) for it, because Microsoft stopped supporting it on 11 July
2006, just five years after the last units were sold.
(Can you imagine the consumer uprising if Ford
stopped servicing five-year-old cars?!) I was very
concerned about having no defense when the next
virus struck, and being put permanently out of business. But that problem got pushed into the background by the priorities of the holiday season.
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However, along about noon on Christmas day, I
discovered an amazing fact: After your kids reach a
certain age, they sometimes actually do listen to
you! Suddenly, they are all standing behind this
enormous box, wearing smug, ear-to-ear grins and
staring straight at me.
The contents of the box left me in a rare state of
totally stunned silence: A shiny new 24-inch iMac
with an OS X operating system! Wow!
Those with a keen eye for detail would be very
impressed with this machine: It is a thing of beauty;
well-designed, well-styled, and well-executed.
Every thing fits together like a piece of hand-crafted
furniture. Even the packing crate looks like it was
fashioned by a master craftsman.
The downside of Macs is that there aren’t many
of them, meaning that there is not a great selection
of software available. That’s where the new Intel
processor and an Apple program called “Boot
Camp” come in. They allow both the Mac OS X
operating system and the Windows XP operating
system to run on the same iMac computer (but not
at the same time). So all those special programs that
only work in Windows can now be run on Macs.
What has this to do with genealogy? Well, nearly
all genealogists use computers for Internet searching and for saving and organizing family data, and I
am pretty sure that everyone reading this has had at
least one unpleasant experience when something
evil decapitated his/her computer. Much of that evil
arrives via the Internet, so I run OS X while researching on the net, but when I find something
worth adding to my Windows-only genealogy program, I get off the Internet and switch to Windows.
Family Tree Maker stopped supporting Macs in
2000, but there are at least three genealogy programs that run on the Mac under OS X: Reunion,
Heredis Mac X.2, and MacFamilyTree, version 4. It
possible that more people will be attracted to Intelpowered Macs as the advantages become more
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widely recognized. If that happens, perhaps more
Hollenback
software choices that run natively on the Mac will
Jackson
also appear. Meanwhile, I can run all of them on my
Kimball
new dual-bootable Mac.
Kimball
Well, see you next time. Right now I’m off to
Boot Camp.
Bill Zehner
✣

Surnames Being
Searched
By Bonnie Shipp

This column may help BCGS members with
their genealogy, because this newsletter is read by
many researchers. BCGS members have submitted
the surnames below. Contact them if you think you
share family.
Family Surname

Researcher

Allen in KS
Dorothy Allen
Andrews in SC
Ina Stiles
Balkom
Joan Potter
Berry in ME and NH
Ina Stiles
Brodhagen
Bill Querengesser
Brumback
Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson
Burkett
Juanita Gibbons
Carter
Elizabeth (Peterson) Gerths
Cherokee: Ramsey/Ramsy,
Calhoun & Escambia, FLBarbara Draeger
Cole in NC
Ina Stiles
Crozier
Rusella J. Johnson
Dennis
Barbara G. Anderson
Dodd in MA
Dorothy Allen
Driver in NC
Ina Stiles
Driver in TN
Billy Nale
Dupre’ in MA
Linda J. (Dupre’) Sowell
Fitts MA in CT
Linda J. (Dupre’) Sowell
Gaial
Billy Nale
Gainer
Elizabeth (Peterson) Gerths
Gibbons
Juanita Gibbons
Gordon
Joan Potter
Greene
Barbara G. Anderson
Hanson
Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson
Hazen
Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson
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Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson
Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson
Joan Potter
Rusella J. Johnson
Rusella J. Johnson
LaFrance
Bill Querengesser
Laws
Juanita Gibbons
Lebsinger
Bill Querengesser
Lee Smith/Smyth in AL Juanita Gibbons
McCants
Barbara G. Anderson
Mitchell (nova Scotia) Rusella J. Johnson
Mullen GA, AL
Barbara Draeger
Nail/ Nale
Billy Nale
O’Neill in MA
Linda J. (Dupre’) Sowell
Oltman in IL
Linda J. (Dupre’) Sowell
Pasket
Barbara Draeger
Perkins
Rusella J. Johnson
Peterson
Elizabeth (Peterson) Gerths
Pike in NH
Dorothy Allen
Pryor
Joan Potter
Pyles/Piles in W. TN
Juanita Gibbons
Querengesser
Bill Querengesser
Ridge in MI
Dorothy Allen
Rinehart
Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson
Scherbarth
Bill Querengesser
Scurlock
Elizabeth (Peterson) Gerths
Shaw
Joan Potter
Sims in GA, AL
Barbara Draeger
Thornley
Barbara G. Anderson
Watson
Juanita Gibbons
Wiebeler
Sally Rinehart & L. Jo Hanson

Researchers’ contact information:
Rusella J. Johnson: russiejj@juno.com
Sally Rinehart and L. Jo Hanson:
sllyrinehart@yahoo.com
Linda J. (Dupre’) Sowell: blondie4617@yahoo.com
Dorothy Allen: dallen5025@aol.com
Barbara G. Anderson: bander6477@knology.net
Barbara Draeger
Elizabeth (Peterson) Gerths: gerths@knology.net
Juanita Gibbons: nitafish10@comcast.net
Billy Nale: bn400@charter.net
Joan Potter: pottejb@knology.net
Bill Querengesser: billq@knology.net
Ina Stiles: inagenfl@aol.com

✣
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bellies to prevent being hit by the boom and thrown
out of the boat! If the boat was sitting in snow we
had to push it out to the smooth ice, hoist the sails,
give the boat a push to catch the wind, and hope it
didn’t take off like a jet before we were settled in—
ice boats are known to go as fast as 75 miles per
hour!

Ice Boating on the West
River in Two Rivers,
Wisconsin
By Joyce Soares

While taking a class on "Writing Your Memoirs,"
little did I know that one of my stories about
"Grandpa’s Ice Boat" would conjure up so many
memories and and so much sharing amongst my
aunts and uncles and myself. It’s interesting that
each person remembered something different, and I
could almost write another story just from their
sharings. Now that all of the stories have been told,
I realize that, as far as genealogy goes, this is a
wonderful addition to my background, because
many of the sports we enjoyed during the winter
while growing up were "ice-oriented” as opposed to
just "water-oriented” like the sports enjoyed by our
children and grandchildren who have lived their entire lives here in Florida. After they read my story I
was asked, “What is an ice boat?” The same thing
happened with my coworkers when I asked if any of
them had ever gone ice boating. How we take it for
granted that everyone knows what we are talking
about. I’ve decided to include a more detailed story
about ice boating in my memoirs so generations to
come will know of the fun we had growing up in
Wisconsin.
Since writing this article I’ve found that ice boats
surely have changed over the years and it has become quite an elite sport like belonging to a yacht
club would be for a sailboat enthusiast.
Grandpa’s ice boat was hand-built by my grandfather and uncles. It is similar to a sailboat; it had a
mainsail and jib that were made out of canvas and
sewn by my grandmother. Their boat had two steel
runners on the bottom of the hull on both sides in
the front and one steel runner in the back where
someone steered with a rudder. We had to lie on our

Now ... the one thing that would make this story
complete would be a good picture or two of one of
these ice boats built in the 1940-1950's. Did you ice
boat? Maybe someone reading this has a picture
from that time period to share. If so, please contact
me at jjsbooks@knology.net.
✣

BCGS Committee
Chairs for 2007-2008
This year’s standing committee chairs were appointed by the President with approval of the Board
at the January meeting. These folks are here to serve
the Society, so please bring your suggestions to
their attention, and please support their efforts to
improve our contributions to the community.

Committee

Chair

Archives
Budget and Finance
FGS Delegate
FSGS Liaison
Library
Membership
Newsletter
Programs
Publicity
Publications
Seminar
Web Site

Sandra Ruffing
Bobbie Tate
Bill Zehner
Cindy D’Aurora
Rebecca Saunders
Bonnie Shipp
Bill Zehner
Judy Bennett
Joyce J. Soares
Judy Bennett
Judy Bennett
Bill Zehner

✣
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Coming Events

Winter Programs

BCGS Events

The Importance of a Time Line and
Maps in Genealogical Research

Our Programs Committee, chaired by Judy Bennett, is very busy just now. While it is not difficult
to think of any number of subjects that might interest our members, finding someone to talk about all
those topics is a big job, and Judy works on a tight
budget. If you are know someone who is knowledgeable in some area of history or genealogy (not
just in Bay County, either), why not send Judy an
email? She also invites you to share any thoughts
you may have about future topics that you would
like to hear more about.

Presented by Beverly Phillips Gross
President,
Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County

Our January 20 meeting was standing room only.
Possibly the largest crowd to ever attend a regular
meeting filled all 40 chairs permitted by the fire
marshal, and the crowd was not disappointed.

April 21, 2007: Marlene Womack, Bay County's
historian laureate, has prepared a wonderful presentation, called Genealogical Treasures in Small
County Courthouses, which reviews some of the
amazing discoveries that she has made recently in
the courthouses of Northwest Florida.
Most of us don't have the slightest idea how
many different kinds of records have been created
that can be exploited for genealogical information
in county courthouses. In case your ancestors didn't
live in this area (most of ours didn't), much of what
you learn here can be used in your ancestor's hometown as well.
May 19, 2007: The Society will get a special
treat when Rebecca Brown Saunders, Bay County
Library's new Genealogy Specialist, will introduce
us to “Florida and Bay County Pioneer Programs
With the Use of the Library's Local History Room.”
This topic is of special interest because it is one of
our new initiative areas.
June 16, 2007: TBD
✣

Beverly has been working on her genealogy for
many years, having become addicted early in
life. She presented examples of many different
types of maps, ancient
and modern, and showed
how they contribute to
locating elusive ancestors. Time Lines are a
great way to focus on
what is known, what is
missing, what needs to
be looked at next, and
where to start looking
for it.
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Henry F. (Henry Fritz-Gilbert) — Gen R 929.3
Wills and Other Records AssociNEW
ated With Death
The New England historical and genealogical register, Genealogical gleanings in England; Waters,
Presented by Nancy Roberts
Henry F. (Henry Fritz-Gilbert) — Gen R 929.3
On March 17, Nancy Roberts presented a wonNEW
derful overview of the most commonly used death
The New England historical and genealogical regisrecords: Social Security Death Index, tombstones,
ter, Genealogical gleanings in England; Waters,
public burial records, funeral home records, mortalHenry F. (Henry Fritz-Gilbert) — Gen R 929.3
ity records, obituaries, death certificates, bibles,
NEW
deeds, wills, estates, and powers of attorney. For
Transatlantic voyages, 1600-1699; Dobson, David
each record type, she indicated its pros, cons, and
— Gen R 910.4 DOB
credibility. Many examples from her personal research made the hour enjoyable and generated a
Alabama:
number of interesting questions and comments.
Family maps of Baldwin County, Alabama; Boyd,
✣
Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Dale County, Alabama; Boyd,
Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Geneva County, Alabama; Boyd,
Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Jackson County, Alabama; Boyd,
Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
In the Genealogical Collection Of
Family maps of Jefferson County, Alabama; Boyd,
The Bay County Public
Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
Library
Family maps of Lauderdale County, Alabama;
Boyd, Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Northern
Alabama : historical and biographical.;
Genealogy Specialist
Smith & De Land (Firm) — AL Gen R 976.1
Bay County Public Library
NOR

New Books

14-Mar-2007

General:
Ancestral trails, the complete guide to British genealogy and family history; Herber, Mark D. —
Gen R 929.1 HER
Holloways of the South : and allied families;
Wynne, Frances Holloway. — Gen R 929.2 HOL
The New England historical and genealogical register, Genealogical gleanings in England; Waters,
Henry F. (Henry Fritz-Gilbert) — Gen R 929.3
NEW
The New England historical and genealogical register, Genealogical gleanings in England; Waters,
Henry F. (Henry Fritz-Gilbert) — Gen R 929.3
NEW
The New England historical and genealogical register, Genealogical gleanings in England; Waters,

Florida:
Family maps of Citrus County, Florida; Boyd,
Gregory A. — FL Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Holmes County, Florida; Boyd,
Gregory A. — FL Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Suwannee County, Florida; Boyd,
Gregory A. — FL Gen R 912 BOY
NOMA cemetery listing.; — FL Gen R 929.3759
NOM
Pioneers of Florida's first coast.; — FL Gen R
929.3759 PIO
Telling stories: Life in the Florida Panhandle 19082003 : A remembrance of Idelle Morrison Vause,
my mother; Vause, James Edwin, Jr. — FL Gen
R 929.42 VAU
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Georgia:
Carroll County Georgia cemeteries; — GA Gen R
Virginia:
929.3758 CAR
Ledbetters from Virginia — VA Gen R 929.42 LED
Rest in peace : a cemetery census of Taliaferro
✣
County, Georgia; Jones, Wiley B. — GA Gen R
929.3758 JON
Columbia County, Georgia early deeds and will abstracts; Maddox, Joseph T. — GA Gen R
929.3758 MAD
Kentucky:
A calendar of the warrants for land in Kentucky,
granted for service in the French and Indian War;
Taylor, Philip Fall, 1864-1916 — KY Gen R
333.16 TAY
Historic families of Kentucky; Green, Thomas Marshall, 1837-1904 — KY Gen R 929.1 GRE
Remember the raisin! Kentucky and Kentuckians in
the Battles and Massacre at Frenchtown, Michigan Territory, in the War of 1812; Clift, G. Glenn
(Garrett Glenn), 1909- — KY Gen R 929.3769
CLI
Death notices for Jefferson County, Kentucky and
other areas : volume one; Murray, Alan D. —
KY Gen R 929.3769 MUR
Mississippi:
Family maps of Lauderdale County, Mississippi;
Boyd, Gregory A. — MS Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Rankin County, Mississippi; Boyd,
Gregory A. — MS Gen R 912 BOY
North Carolina:
Marriages of Rowan County, North Carolina, 17531868; Holcomb, Brent — NC Gen R 929.345671
HOL
Pennsylvania:
Abstracts of deeds : Northampton County, Pennsylvania; Anderson, Candace E. — PA Gen R
929.3748 AND
South Carolina:
South Carolina revolutionary soldiers, sailors, patriots & descendants; Maddox, Joseph T. — SC
Gen R 929.2 MAD

Genealogical Computing
Dies; Digital Genealogist
Born

Former Genealogical Computing fans will be
pleased to learn that a new magazine, geared to the
computer genealogist, made its debut this past November. Digital Genealogist was created by Elizabeth Kelly Kerstens, CG, CGL, who is also the editor of the National Genealogical Society's NewsMagazine and the electronic newsletter UpFront
with NGS. She brings years of graphic design and
publication experience making the colorful Digital
Genealogist both educational and entertaining. For
seven years she was the editor of the highly popular
Genealogical Computing, which was discontinued
last year by MyFamily.com. Recognizing the resulting void, the new Digital Genealogist contains articles and reviews to help the modern genealogist
with technical aspects of genealogy. The first issue
is free to view at www.digitalgenealogist.com/
sample/dgnovdec06.pdf. Offering six issues per
year, DG will keep subscribers abreast of the latest
happenings in our field. ✣

2007 Dues Past Due!
If a dollar sign ($) appears in your address
label on this issue, your dues are delinquent.
Please tender payment immediately so you
don’t miss any issues of The County Line.
Please mail your check or money order, payable to the Bay County Genealogical Society,
to The Bay County Genealogical Society, P.O.
Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662
Membership is still a real bargain at just
$20.00 per year.

Bay County Genealogy Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library’s Local History Room at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of
the month. Membership dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for
full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is http://www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CG. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

