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First Families of Bay County Certification
Program Announced
Those with deep roots in
Bay County, Florida, will be
interested in an exciting new
program designed to identify
and honor the pioneers of
Bay County and to recognize
their descendants.
The Bay County Genealogical Society will award a
First Families of Bay County
Certificate to anyone who can
prove that his or her ancestor
settled in what is now Bay
County before April 24,
1913. Researcher Certificates
will also be available. The
Society's purpose is to stimulate interest in the rich genealogical heritage and history
of Bay County.

This is what the Panama City “Big Splash” celebration looked like on the Fourth of
July in 1920. Boats and crowds converged on the dock at the foot of Harrison Avenue. Photo courtesy of the Bay County Public Library.

BCGS will begin accepting applications on January 1, 2008. In order to be accepted for the 2008
First Families of Bay County awards ceremony in
June 2008, applications must be postmarked by
March 31, 2008. Applications received after that date
will be considered for the 2009 awards ceremony.

Details are available at 215-1579 and on the Bay
County Genealogical Society Web site,
www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs/firstfamilies.html. An
“Information for Applicants” booklet and an application form can be downloaded there.
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“Ancestor Hunting Demystified”
Fall Seminar Rated a Rousing Success
C. Ann Staley, CGSM, was the featured speaker at
our fall seminar on October 27, 2007. Responses to
our evaluation form suggest that she produced our
best annual seminar yet. The all-day event was held
in the spacious Gibson Lecture Hall—a state-of-theart, multi-media-equipped room in the Student Union
East Building at the Gulf Coast Community College
in Panama City.

New this year was a large contingent of local
vendors, coordinated by Becky Saunders, including
the Historical Society of Bay County; the Bay
County Library; and authors Marlene Womack, Anita
Lucas, and Glenda Walters. We certainly thank all
these folks for their attendance and support.
Suzanne Shay took charge of our door prizes this
year, and even personally gift-wrapped the large collection of great prizes. Many thanks to those who
contributed door prizes.
The lunches, provided by Creative Creations from
Buffalo Rock, were rated the best ever. Attendees
also received a wide variety of snacks, cookies,
juice, sodas, bottled water, ice, and coffee throughout
the day thanks to Sally Rinehart, Jo Hanson, Greg
Morrison and Bonnie Ship.

Ann presented four timely topics during the day,
including “Compiled Resources for the 20th Century,” “Overlooked Research Sources: A Gold Mine
to be Discovered,” “Genealogical Research and the
Internet,” and “Claws or Clues - Scratching for the
Elusive Ancestor!”
Ann is a seasoned speaker, having made presentations at the Florida State Genealogical Society, the
National Genealogical Society, and the Federation of
Genealogical Societies. Some typical comments
from the evaluation forms: “Very knowledgeable,
articulate... great delivery... a lot of great information... thoroughly enjoyed her presentation... the best
I have heard.....” Like the pro she is, she recovered
effortlessly from a failed projector bulb by whipping
out her own laptop and projector and charging ahead
without a flinch.

Finally, a special thanks to several individuals
who made personal donations to the seminar fund:
Ann Staley, Greg Morrison, Marlene Womack, Suzanne Shay, Sally Rinehart, and possibly others who
failed to file a bill with the treasurer.
Attendance this year was 44. If you missed this
great event, shame on you. However, you can view a
photo review on line at our Web site:
www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs/seminar2007photopage.
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tendees. She presented four topics that had been selected by popular vote of the members.

President’s Message

One year ago, I made some pretty bold assertions
in this column about the future of our Society and
the direction I thought it should be heading. Today it
is time to step back and evaluate our progress to
date.

Accomplishments for 2007
I am pleased to report that we have accomplished
much in the first 365 days of this administration. We
added a new budget and finance committee; changed
our publications committee to an extractions committee; and created a FGS liaison office to communicate with the Federation of Genealogical Societies,
as well as a FSGS delegate office to communicate
with the Florida State Genealogical Society.
Family History Symposium. We supported the
Family History Symposium again this year, which
was hosted in February by the Panama City Stake
LDS Church. More than 101 attendees from 11
northwest Florida counties enjoyed 20 topics presented by ten speakers in five different tracks. Five
BCGS members presented eight of those sessions.
“Genealogy After Hours,” a new quarterly
event, was initiated by Becky Saunders and hosted
by her and the Bay County Public Library.
Programs Chair Judy Bennett organized eight
great monthly programs with eight different speakers.
Transcription projects. Several new transcription and extraction projects were initiated this year.
Two of those were completed this year by volunteers
Ruth Preston and Sally Rinehart, resulting in indexes
to ten more years of Bay County marriage records.
Our Annual Seminar in November with C. Ann
Staley, CG, was highly acclaimed and drew 44 at-

Our Web site was completely overhauled in
June. It now has 18 pages, including organization,
surnames, programs, seminars, publications, library,
projects, links, getting help, membership application
form, bylaws, and photo tours from past events. It
also has some real content in addition to the countywide merged cemetery index that was uploaded in
November 2005. This year we added an index to 28
years of Bay County marriages and an index to 20
years of News Herald obituaries
.
Membership Chair Bonnie Shipp increased our
memberships by 12 per cent over last year.
Budget. It now looks like we will probably be in
the black for 2007 for the second straight year.
State of the Society. So what is the state of our
Society? Quite frankly, we have accomplished more
in the first year of this administration than I had
imagined could be done in our entire two-year term
of office. Therefore, I doubt whether we can repeat
this success again in the year ahead. However, it is
not time to rest. We must continue to grow and reinvent ourselves.

Outlook for 2008
Here are our priorities for the coming year: Education, preservation, and access. We want to see
more extracts, transcriptions, and possibly even
graphic images going on line. We have six projects
underway as you are reading this. Volunteers include
Cindy and Master Joseph D’Aurora, Bobbie Tate,
Judy Bennett, and Sally Rinehart. And we are looking for even more volunteers because there remain
very many genealogical records that have not yet
been indexed. How would you feel about making an
important and visible contribution to your community? Judy Bennett will be calling on you soon.
First Families of Bay County promises to be a
really big new program for us. We anticipate that it
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will stimulate new interest in family history in the
region.
The Florida GenWeb Project is looking for a
new administrator. Your Society is holding discussions with the Florida State GenWeb coordinator as
you read this to see if we can make a meaningful
contribution there.
What we are shooting for: More great programs,
igrowing membership, more publicity, a balanced
budget, a seminar or workshop of some sort, and
more new ideas for improving our service to the
community.
Bill Zehner
✣

Welcome New
Members
By Bonnie Shipp

The great seminar with Ann Staley has sparked a
renewed interest in pursuing our family’s heritage.
Those joining the Society as a result of the seminar
and its publicity are:
Diana Cochran
Lanell Matsumura
Louise Samuelian
Lynne Siegfried
Also joining recently are:
Barnes-Gainer Family
Ed and Edith Doyle
Patty Sikes
Lanell volunteered to help with the seminar registration and is willing to work on marriage transcriptions. The Doyles are old friends of many and are
coming back to their favorite hobby, genealogy.
Please welcome all these wonderful people and ask
if you can help with their projects.
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Surnames Being
Searched
By Bonnie Shipp

Member Bobbie Tate has submitted the following
surnames that she is researching. Please contact her
at tate9345@bellsouth.net if you think you share
family.
Avery in Ga. and Ala.
Campbell in Ala.
Hooper in Fla. and Ala.
Page in Ala., Fla., and Ga.
Pitts in Ala. and Fla.
Sanders in Ga., Ala., and Fla.
Taylor in Ala. and Fla.
Buie in Fla. and Ala.
✣

Digital Family Histories
By Bonnie Shipp
BCGS Vice-President

Several libraries have combined their digitized
family histories and placed them on this Web site:
www.lib.byu.edu/fhc. The libraries include Harold B.
Lee Library (BYU Utah), BYU Hawaii, BYU Idaho,
LDS Business College, Family History Library,
Church History Library, and Allen County Public
Library.
If you don’t know an author or title, use the surname search. A search of the surname Folsom listed
a book “Descendants of the First John Folsom.…”
who was an ancestor of mine. The book, written in
1876, tells the story of the Folsom/Gilman family
coming to American from England. This fascinating
book details life in the early Massachusetts Colony.
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Be sure to search all your surnames, because not
every family history has been digitized yet. Good
luck finding your ancestor!
✣
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Coming Events at
BCGS Monthly
Meetings
January 17, 2008: Rebecca Saunders, Bay
County Library's Genealogy Specialist, will conduct
a “Genealogy After Hours” session from 5 to 8 p.m
on Thursday in the genealogy room of the Bay
County Public Library. Reservations are required and
the event is limited to 20 participants. Please call
(850) 872-7500 ext. 18 for reservations.
Come join us for an introduction to the Genealogy
Collection and an opportunity to do YOUR family
research without interruption during closed hours.
Beginners will receive a beginners packet and assistance from the staff. Bring your family information
with you so you can research YOUR family in
books, microfilm, periodicals, and on Ancestry.com.
January 19, 2008: Bill Zehner will present “Surname Profiling,” describing five ways your surname
can be used in genealogy. Sometimes it is useful, or
even necessary, to have a visual graphic depicting
the historical distribution of our ancestors of a particular surname. Bill Zehner will illustrate several
Web sites that can be used to create surname distribution maps. They can be used to find the most
likely place your ancestor may have lived, and to
create graphic maps of your family's migrations over
time. Theses can add interest to your family history.
He will also talk about the origin and meaning of
your surname, and ways to discover how common
your surname is and how to determine alternate
spellings that may have been used.
February 16, 2008: Sally Rinehart will present a
mystery topic.
March 15, 2008: TBD.
✣
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Fall Programs
Genealogy After Hours
Conducted by Rebecca Saunders

A special event for local genealogists was held in
Panama City on Thursday evening, October 11 from
5 to 8 p.m. Rebecca Saunders conducted a discovery
tour of the genealogical facilities at the Bay County
Library and a workshop, with staff available to assist. The event was attended by about 15 family researchers who received a beginner’s packet of information as well as personal assistance from Library staff members.
Our regular meeting on October 20 was not held
because of our annual seminar the following week.

How to Be a Genealogical Detective
Presented by Judy Bennett

At our November 17 meeting Judy Bennett presented an interesting lesson and discussion on “How
to Be a Genealogical Detective.” Using clues and
witness testimony, along with research tools, Judy
guided us in discovering where her grandmother was
really born. Some records listed her birthplace as
Texas or Tennessee. However, sifting through family
legends, census records, land records, and probate
records, we eventually determined that Judy's greatgrandmother Tirzah was born in Indiana.
Thank you for a great presentation Judy. We
learned a lot and had fun doing it.
Program review by Bonnie Shipp

Christmas Program
Our December Christmas meeting featured a special election in which our newest board member, Suzanne Shay, was elected a director to replace retiring
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directors Pat and Dick Beach. That was followed by
• Persuaded several vendors to attend our semithe president’s “State of the Society” address.
nar.
• Provided free advertisements and press releases
Then the fun started, as those present were given
in the Historical Society of Bay County newsletter
an opportunity to report their past year’s favorite gefor our seminar and our new First Families of Bay
nealogy story. They were asked to chose from one of
County program.
four topics: a serendipitous experience, a demolished
• Appeared on WMBB at 05:30 a.m. on behalf of
brick wall, a new and interesting discovery about
our annual seminar.
their family, or the meaning or origin of their family
✣
surname.
✣

President’s Citation
Rebecca Brown
Saunders honored
The President's Citation is presented
in recognition of extraordinary contributions or services to BCGS or the
northwest Florida genealogical community. The
award for 2007 was presented at our December
meeting to Rebecca Brown Saunders in recognition
of continuing outstanding service and leadership to
the Bay County Genealogical Society.
In addition to her many vital duties as chairman
of our library committee, Becky volunteered for a
number of important tasks beyond the call of duty.
Those efforts made a major impact on our Society’s
success this year. Here is a partial list of her
achievements.
• Contributed the Library’s obituary index database for our BCGS Web site
• Assisted our transcribers, especially Cindy and
Joseph D'Aurora with their research using the Library’s archival materials.
• Initiated the “Genealogy After Hours” program,
and has hosted it every three months.
• Made the Library’s Local History Room available to BCGS for our board meetings.
• Made numerous beneficial suggestions for publicity of our annual seminar.

New at the Family History Center
By Bonnie Shipp

Our local Family History Center (FHC) on State
Avenue now has on its computers several “for pay”
sites that are available for use at no charge. Most of
these sites provide an overview of their contents on
their home pages. On your home computer, you can
check the contents of these sites to see which, if any,
would be of interest to you. Then come to the History Center and do your research using its computers.
Of special interest to researchers are general sites
Heritage Quest, Godfrey Library, World Vital records, and footnote. Their respective URL's are:
www.footnote.com
www.godfrey.org
www.worldvitalrecords.com
The FHC also suggests this free site if you care to
contact other researchers: Family Link.com at
www.familylink.com
Please ask the FHC Staff how to access these Web
sites on their computers at no charge.
✣
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In the after-word of her wonderful novel The
Songcatcher, author Sharyn McCrumb writes “... to
me it symbolized the fragility of one's heritage. Each
of us is the link between the past and the future, and
it is up to us to pass along the legends, the stories,
By Rebecca Saunders
the songs, and the traditions of our own family. If we
don't they will be lost...” How could a genealogist
Some titles in the collection at the Bay County
not appreciate such an author?
Public Library have a genealogy-related theme.

Some Books With a Genealogy Theme

Some Books With a Genealogy Theme
Author

Title

Classification

Anderson, Bridget

Hotel Paradise

F AND

Ayres, Katherine

Family tree

jFic AYR

Bauer, Joan

Backwater

YA F BAU

Delinsky, Barbara

Family tree

F DEL

Fox, Jimmy

Deadly pedigree

Mys FOX

Fox, Jimmy

Jackpot blood

Mys FOX

Fox, Jimmy

Lineages and lies

Mys FOX

George, Anne

Murder runs in the family

LP Mys GEO

Greenwald, Sheila

Rosy Cole discovers America

jFic GRE

Lowell, Elizabeth

Always time to die

Mys LOW

McCrumb, Sharyn

Songcatcher

F MAC

Nixon, Joan Lowery

Search for the shadowman

jMys LOW

Roberts, Nora

Black rose

F ROB

Roberts, Nora

Blue dahlia

LP F ROB

Shelby, Anne

Homeplace

jFic SHE

Sprinkle, Patricia

Death on the family tree

Mys SPR

Tademy, Lalita

Cane River

F TAD

Tademy, Lalita

Red River

F TAD

Membership Renewal Time!

Merry Christmas!

Please don’t forget that BCGS memberships
expire at the end of December. If you haven’t
already done so. please send your check for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

While you’ve got the checkbook out, why not
give a gift membership to someone you know
who enjoys family history. You’ll be remembered four time instead of once, because the
benefits include four quarterly issues of The
County Line.
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection
The Bay County Public
Library
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Do you have an interesting story of how you came to
Bay County or about living here? What school did
you attend? What community did you live in? If you
and or your family were here in the past or are living
Of
here now, you are part of Bay County’s heritage.

By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
17-November-2007

Alabama:
Marriage & death notices from Barbour and Henry
Counties, Alabama newspapers, 1846-1890,
Foley, Helen S.—AL Gen R 929.3761 FOL
They say the wind is red : the Alabama Choctaw lost in their own land, Matte, Jacqueline
Anderson.—AL Gen R 970.3 MAT
Florida:
Disasters and heroic rescues of Florida, Wright, E.
Lynne, 1931—FL Gen R 363.3409759 WRI
General:
Check list of Historical Records Survey publications:
bibliography of research projects reports—GEN R
016.97308 CHE
✣

Heritage of Bay County,
Volume II
By Rebecca Saunders

What history do you or your family have in Bay
County? Were your ancestors pioneers to this area?

You are invited and encouraged to join many others who are writing their stories right now. You can
preserve your stories in The Heritage of Bay County,
Volume II. A story and one picture will be published
free, but a nominal charge will be made for additional words and pictures. Each household may submit a story of 500 words plus a picture. However,
pioneer families that settled here before 1890 may
submit a story of 1000 words and a picture All
authors automatically retain copyright to their own
stories. We need topical stories, stories of churches,
clubs, schools, cities, towns, businesses, memories,
cemeteries, and military history. Also our Special
Feature this time will be spotlighting couples who
have celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
No stories from Volume I will be repeated, but we
are sure there are many more stories out there that
have not yet been published. You can check out a
copy of The Heritage of Bay County, Volume I at the
Bay County Public Library or any of its branches
and you will see what kind of stories and articles we
want to publish. Our submission deadline is June 30,
2008.
For more information, please visit the Bay County
Public Library Web site at www.nwrls.com and click
on Heritage Book, Vol. II on the right side, or don’t
hesitate to contact the Committee members at 850872-7500: Ann Robbins, ApalacheeB@aol.com;
Becky Saunders, Saunder@nwrls.com; or Anita Lucas, alucas@nwrls.com.
✣

Bay County Genealogy Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library’s Local History Room at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of
the month. Membership dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for
full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is http://www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CG. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

