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First Families of Bay County Honored
at Pioneer Picnic
Three Applicants and a Researcher Receive Certificates
Photos courtesy of Greg Frye

The first three qualifying members received their
First Families of Bay County certificates on June 7,
2008. The new members are Brandi Barnes, Richard
Neel Bennett, and James A. Sowell. The certificates
were presented by the Committee’s Chairman, Becky
Saunders.
The First Families program was created to identify and honor the earliest pioneers of Bay County,
recognize their proven descendants, and increase
public awareness of our rich Bay County heritage.
Applicants were required to establish their lineal descent from a Bay County pioneer in accordance with
a strict set of rules and procedures established by the
Bay County Genealogical Society to ensure the historical validity of their claim.
The awards ceremony was graciously hosted by
the Historical Society of Bay County at their annual
Pioneer Picnic, which was held this year at the Trinity Center of the First United Methodist Church on
East 4th Street in Panama City. With about 100 pioneers present, it was an ideal gathering in which to
present the FFBC certificates.
Four new Bay County Pioneers were identified
this year: Ferdinand Bullock, Richard I. Carden,
Thomas B. Carden, and George Leslie Sowell.

Brandi Barnes (below) received FFBC certificates
number one and number two from Committee Chair
Becky Saunders. She documented both her ancestor
Thomas B. Carden, and his son, Richard I. Carden.
Both Thomas and Richard were born in Alabama and
came to Florida about 1887. They settled on what is
now the Tyndall peninsula in the Community of San
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Blas. There they engaged in logging, farming, and
engineering.
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James A. Sowell (right) received Certificate
number three for his ancestor George Leslie Sowell.
George was actually born in St. Andrews in 1890,
but he moved his family to West Bay at an early age,
where he remained all his life. A fisherman by trade,
he was a friendly and helpful community member.
Richard Neel Bennett (below) received Certificate number four by proving his ancestor Ferdinand
Bullock, who was born in Robertson County, North
Carolina in 1866. He moved into Florida in his early
years and settled in St. Andrews by 1907. Ferdinand
was an active citizen. He was a banker, a developer,
and a businessman.

anyone who successfully completes the research
needed to establish a new, previously unrecognized
First Family of Bay County pioneer who is not an
ancestor of the researcher.

Also recognized at the event was Linda Jane
Dupré Sowell (right), who received the first First
Families Researcher Certificate for her research
leading to the proof of her husband’s ancestor,
George Leslie Sowell. This certificate is presented to
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Attendees at the 2008 Pioneer Picnic eagerly await the presentation of the first First Families of Bay
County Certificates. They are anxious to get at the terrific smorgasbord of dishes in the back.
variety of public and private records, that their ancestor did indeed settle within the current boundaries
of Bay County, by April 24, 1913.
While it can be a challenge to qualify for a First
Families of Bay County Certificate, it is far from
impossible. In fact, because Bay County was
founded so recently, its pioneers are usually easier to
discover and document than pioneers from counties
that were formed much earlier. That is because the
records needed to establish pioneer residence and
lineage are more and more difficult to find going
back in time. Those trying to establish descendancy
from a Florida state pioneer, for example, face a far
greater challenge, because Florida became a state
much earlier—on March 3, 1845. Records from
those days can be elusive indeed.

Charter members of the First Families of Bay
County. Left-to-right: Brandi Barnes, Linda Jane
Dupre Sowell, James Sowell, and Richard

We encourage all Bay County pioneer descendants to apply for recognition in this program. Please
visit the BCGS Web site at www.rootsweb.com/
~flbcgs/firstfamilies.html for more information. Applications will be accepted from now through March
31, 2009 for the 2009 award ceremonies.

This program opened on January 1, 2008 and the
submission deadline for this year’s awards was
March 31, so the program had been in operation just
three months when these three plank-holding FFBS
members qualified. A considerable amount of effort
was required of these applicants to provide rigorous
evidence leading to the conclusion that they are indeed descended from their claimed pioneer ancestor.
In addition, they were required to establish, using a
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can serve. Duties of the various offices are described
in our bylaws, which you can examine here:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/bylaws.html.

President’s Message

Fall Seminar Set for October 25
This fall we will present a great seminar for beginners and those needing a tuneup. Six sessions
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. will provide a sound basis for
getting going on your family history: beginnings,
vital records, censuses, organization, Internet, and
Family History Center.
The seminar will be held at the new Bay County
Library. Cost details are not yet decided, but it will
be inexpensive, with special discounts for Society
members. Lunch, refreshments, snacks, coffee, pastries, handouts, and door prizes will be included.
Please put this event on your calender right now!

Nominating Committee
BCGS bylaws require that officers and directors
stand for election every other year on even years,
and 2008 is an even year. The nominating committee, comprised of three individuals, is required to
present a slate of six officers and four directors to the
Executive Board before the November Executive
Board meeting and to the general membership meeting in November. Additional nominations may be
made from the floor at the annual meeting in December.
The committee currently has two members, Cindy
D’Aurora and Mary K. McGraw, so one more volunteer is needed. We will be needing several new board
members this year, as some present members have
expressed a desire to step down. A considerable
amount of effort and a variety of skills are necessary
to operate our Society. We prefer to involve lots of
people so that no one person gets overloaded.
Serving on our board is a great way to make a
meaningful contribution to genealogy in Northwest
Florida. I invite you to seriously consider how you

Ask not what your Society can do for you. Ask
yourself what you can do for your Society.

First Families of Bay County
Our First Families of Bay County Certification
program is off to a great start. Four new Bay County
pioneers were identified in the first three months of
operation, and three new descendants were proven.
We also awarded two Researcher Certificates.
About one-fourth of those present at the Pioneer
Picnic indicated that they thought they could qualify.
Linda Sowell and other Society volunteers passed
out at about two dozen FFBC brochures. We anticipate a greater number of applicants to qualify by
next March. Society members will have an opportunity to practice their skills in reviewing applications.
You can examine the requirements, workbook, and
application forms at our Web site at www.
rootsweb.com/~flbcgs/ firstfamilies.html. Please
contact the FFBC chairman for additional information.

Staff Changes
Brandi Barnes has accepted the chair of the publicity committee. Brandi has been very active in Society events recently. Among other things, she applied for and received the first two certificates of
First Families of Bay County.
Lanell Matsumura has accepted the position of
archivist following Sandra Ruffing’s retirement. Lanell has been very active recently in extracting information for our marriage indexing project. She
also attended training workshops for the First Families of Bay County Certification project.

Bill Zehner
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The 6th
Genealogy
After Hours

July 17, 2008 5:00 pm  8:00 pm
Come join us for an introduction to the
Genealogy Collection
and do YOUR family research
without interruption during closed hours
with assistance from staff.
Beginners will receive a beginners packet
and assistance from staff. Bring your Family
information with you so you can research
YOUR family.

At the New Library Location
898 W. 11th Street

Reservations required.
Please call
(850) 522-2130
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case study, he will illustrate a process that you can
use with the Web sites in your own research counties
to locate family information at light speed.
✣

Coming Events at
BCGS Monthly
Meetings

July 17, 2008: Rebecca Saunders, Bay County
Library's Genealogy Specialist, will conduct a “Genealogy After Hours” session from 5 to 8 p.m on
Thursday in the genealogy room of the Bay County
Public Library. Reservations are required and the
event is limited to 20 participants. Please call (850)
522-2130 for reservations.
Come join us for an introduction to the Genealogy
Collection and an opportunity to do YOUR family
research without interruption during closed hours.
Beginners will receive a beginners packet and assistance from the staff. Bring your family information
with you so you can research YOUR family in
books, microfilm, periodicals, and on Ancestry.com.
July 2008: Closed: no meeting.
August, 2008: Closed: no meeting.
September 20, 2008: Bill Zehner will present
“Paradigm Shift: How the Internet Has Changed Genealogical Societies.” Just as genealogists everywhere have turned to the Internet, twenty-first century genealogy societies have moved their wares
onto the Web. Using our Bay County Genealogical
Society Web site and the Bay County GenWeb site as
examples, he will describe the design priorities that
he uses to create and maintain attractive and informative sites, and step through the various features of
these two different sites to reveal some of the lessobvious tricks you can use to enhance your experience with these and other genealogy sites.
He will illustrate the ways in which our Web site
interacts with the various functions of our Society to
provide better service to family historians across
Northwest Florida and the globe. Using an actual

Spring Programs
Genealogy After Hours
Conducted by Rebecca Saunders

A special event for local genealogists was held
in Panama City on Thursday evening, April 10
from 5 to 8 p.m. Rebecca
Saunders conducted a discovery tour of the genealogical facilities at the Bay County Library and a
workshop, with staff available to assist. Special emphasis for this session was on those researching Bay
County records for their First Families of Bay
County certificates.

Funeral Homes and Funerals
Presented by Ray Bass

At our April 19 meeting, an large crowd heard a
great presentation by Ray Bass, who is associated
with Evergreen Memorial Gardens, Garden of
Memories, Forrest Lawn Funeral Home and Cemetery, Gulf Coast Crematory Services, and Bay
Monument Company. He told us all the up-to-date
FTC rules and regulations, recent changes in the
laws in the state of Florida, and changes in both VA
and Social Security death benefits and eligibility requirements.

Puttin’ Flesh on Dem Bones
Presented by Judy Bennett

Some say that genealogists are interested only in
names, dates, and places; but family historians want
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to add as many additional bits of information as posediting, and multimedia video creation. The first of
sible to their stories. At our May 17 meeting, Judy
these is used to clean up the photographs, and the
Bennett provided an excellent discussion that
second is used to cut and splice the best portions of
touched on a variety of sources that we can use to
the audio into the desired order. Finally, the multidiscover tangible details about our ancestors and
media software is used to create a slide show from
how they lived. She used many examples from her
the photos and splice the audio into the appropriate
own family research to illustrate the various kinds of
places. She showed several examples of her family
enlightening information that popped out of the difthat she had created previously, and demonstrated
ferent sources she consulted. In many cases, the persome of the features of the various types of software.
sonal information came unexpectedly, showing once
✣
again that one never knows what will appear in any
given record until one examines it.
Her enlightening and inspirational presentation
was also entertaining, She brought a skeleton, representing the bare-bones facts from her ancestor chart,
and passed out pieces of clothes, backed with velcro,
to people in the audience before her talk. After she
discussed each new scrap of information she had
discovered for a source, a person holding a piece of
clothing was asked to come forward and paste it on
the skeleton. When she was finished, the skeleton
was completely covered with newly-found bits of
information.

Using Multi-Media to Preserve Your
Family History
Presented by Kimberly White

In June Kimberly White came over from Ft. Walton Beach to give us a demonstration of one way to
preserve and present some of the results of our family research, especially those relating to still-living
relatives. She began with some suggested strategies
for interviewing relatives using a digital voice recorder. First gather and identify old family photos.
They can be used to trigger memories during the interview process, and later they will become part of
the final product.
Following the interviews, the voice recordings are
transcribed, and matched up with one or more photographs that relate to each audio segment. Then the
editing process begins, using a computer and several
pieces of software, including photo editing, sound

Web Master’s
Report
By Bill Zehner

Early Bay County Marriage Indexes
This past March, Lanell Matsumura completed
the marriage index for the period 1926 through 1930.
That five-year segment was merged with the existing
database and uploaded to our Web site. Counting the
37 years from early Bay County weddings that took
place in what was then Washington County, our online marriage index now covers 70 years.
Except for two five-year missing segments (19311935, and 1941-1945), the index covers the period
from 1877 through 1955. Sally Rinehart is presently
transcribing the 1941-1945 segment.
Panama City Pilot Extractions.
Cindy and Master Joseph D’Aurora are presently
extracting birth announcements, obituary and death
announcements, and marriage announcements from
early editions of the Panama City Pilot newspaper.
Issues covering the four years 1908-1911 have already been extracted, and have been uploaded to our
Web site.
✣
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taxes of the time. In the database,
www.treasury.gov/education/fact-sheets/taxes/ustax.s
html, there is a concise explanation of which taxes
were collected during the timeline. Sections entitled
“The Civil War” and “The 16th Amendment” explain
the laws pertaining to Income Tax and other assessments.

Old Income Tax Records
Now Available on Ancestry
By Bonnie Shipp

Through an agreement with the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), Ancestry has
digitized records from microfilm of some Tax Files.
In the Ancestry database “U.S. IRS Tax Assessment
List, 1862-1918” (IRS List) you may find information that a great grandparent paid Income Tax or
other assessment to the U.S. government.
To our delight, we located a record of a secondgreat grandfather in this IRS List. In all the census
records, Monroe Elliott is listed as a farmer. However, in the IRS List, for tax purposes, he is listed as
a “Jack Keeper” who was assessed $10.
Now, Google refused to divulge the meaning of
Jack Keeper. Therefore, we sent a query to other descendants of Monroe asking if any of them could explain Jack Keeper. One historian answered that a
Jack Keeper provided pasture for male donkeys. He
explained that jacks were a danger to stallions and
therefore were kept on separate farms. We therefore
learned a little more about our great grandfather.
Other information may be found in the IRS List,
some states even giving street addresses. Taxes were
also assessed on gold watches, pianos and billiard
tables.
In the Ancestry database no states have complete
listings for all the years mentioned. For instance, Arkansas has listings only for 1867-1874, Florida for
1865-1866, Pennsylvania for 1863-1866 and Wyoming for 1875-1883.
In order to understand what taxes were collected
during this period, it is helpful to know the history of

We wish you luck in finding one or more of your
ancestors on the IRS List and thereby learning more
about their lives during those times.

Welcome New
Members
By Bonnie Shipp
Membership Chairman

New members joining us this past quarter include
sisters, Rebecca Miller and Sherry Miller of Panama
City. Also new is Veronica Davidson of Westville,
Florida.
These new members are full of enthusiasm.
Please welcome and encourage them. They are experienced and knowledgeable about researching genealogy and will be assets to the Society.
✣

New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public
Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
5 June 2008

General:
A Woolfolk family genealogy chart: a
supplement to Pioneers, patriots and planters,
Carrow-Woolfolk, Elizabeth.—Gen R 929.42 CAR
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DNA and genealogy, Fitzpatrick, Colleen—Gen R
Anchor of the Bay : a hundred years of St. Andrews
929.1 FIT
1908-2008, Womack, Marlene—FL Gen R
Forensic genealogy, Fitzpatrick, Colleen—Gen R
975.995 WOM
929.1 FIT
Lake Wales newspapers' clippings before 1910-1933,
Forgotten patriots : African American and American
Bennett, Judy—FL Gen R 929.1 BEN
Indian patriots in the Revolutionary War : a guide
The Florida pioneer ancestors of William Homer
to service, sources and studies—Gen R 973 FOR
Potter, Meyer, R. W. (Richard W.)—FL Gen R
McGill Chronicle: ancestors of Richmond Church
929.42 MEY
McGill Perdido, Alabama, book two, Barley, Patricia Ann McGill—Gen R 929.42 BAR
Georgia:
The family of John Foust and Anna Barbara Albrecht
Genealogy extracted from Forest Service court cases
and allied families, Foust, Mozette,—Gen R 929.2
in Rabun County, Georgia, Koyle, Susan Lewis—
FOU
GA Gen R 929.3758 KOY
The Swedes in America 1638-1900, Johnson, AmanTaylor County Tracer [newsletter]—GA Gen R
dus, 1877- —Gen R 325.248 JOH
929.1 TAY
The Trans-Mississippi West, 1804-1912, Kvasnicka,
Robert M.,—Gen R 016.978 KVA
New Jersey:
The Trans-Mississippi West, 1804-1912, Kvasnicka,
Old times in old Monmouth: historical reminiscences
Robert M.,—Gen R 016.978 KVA
of old Monmouth County, New Jersey, being a series of historical sketches relating to old MonAlabama:
mouth County: to which is appended the history
Alabama original land grants—AL Gen R 929.1
and the centennial of the Battle of Monmouth, SalALA
ter, Edwin, 1824-1888.—NJ Gen R 974.9 SAL
Alabama records: Dallas County, Jones, Kathleen
Paul—AL Gen R 929.3 JON
New York:
Alabama records: Greene County, Jones, Kathleen
Historic homes and institutions and genealogical
Paul—AL Gen R 929.3 JON
and family history of New York, Pelletreau, William
Alabama records: Madison County, volume 101,
Smith—NY Gen R 929.1 PEL
Jones, Kathleen Paul—AL Gen R 929.3 JON
Index to marriages and deaths in the New York herAlabama records: Madison County, volume 116,
ald, Maher, James P.—NY Gen R 929.3747 MAH
Jones, Kathleen Paul.—AL Gen R 929.3 JON
Portrait and biographical record of Orange County,
Alabama records: Madison County, volume 35,
New York : containing portraits and biographical
Jones, Kathleen Paul—AL Gen R 929.3 JON
sketches of prominent and representative citizens of
Alabama records: Madison County, volume 86,
the county. Together with biographies and portraits
Jones, Kathleen Paul—AL Gen R 929.3 JON
of all the presidents of the United States—NY Gen
Alabama records—AL Gen R 929.1 ALA
R 929.1 POR
Confederate soldiers buried in Dale County, Alabama—AL Gen R 929.3761 CON
Rhode Island:
Elmore County, AL cemeteries—AL Gen R 929.1
Rhode Island genealogical register index of wills
ELM
1636-1850—RI Gen R 929.3745 RHO
Florida:
A family discovered : the earliest Halls of Jackson
County, Florida, Hall, Robert E.—FL Gen R
929.42 HAL

✣
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