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On the Trail of Our Ancestors
Getting-Started Seminar Set for October 25
If you just recently started on your family history
research, you are probably thinking, “How do I do
this, and where do I start?” Well, you will be happy
to learn that we have just the seminar you need.
Researching ancestors is actually not difficult, and
can be great fun—once you know where to start and
what to do next. The key is a methodical approach; it
can save a ton of time and money in addition to lowering frustration levels.
Experienced genealogists always proceed from
the known toward the unknown. That means beginning at the here and now and working our way back
one generation at a time. However, the types of records that are available vary considerably in different
time periods because record keepers changed the recording formats and details as times changed.

Everyone enjoys a change of pace, so we have
lined up seven different area experts who will present six distinct sessions: beginnings, vital records,
censuses, organization and evidence; Internet, and
the Family History Library resources.
During the day you will hear from BCGS members Judy Bennett, Lanell Matsumura, Sally Rinehart, Suzanne Shay, Joan and Wayne Stalvey, and
Bill Zehner.
The seminar will be located in roomy conference
room of the new Bay County Public Library at 898
W. Eleventh Street in Panama City. Registration begins at 8:30. Don’t be left out. See pages six and
seven for registration details. Please join us and
bring along a friend or family member.
We look forward to seeing YOU there.

So this seminar will expose you to different records types in the order that you will actually be
needing them as you move back through each generation in your pedigree chart. That way you can
immediate see how each new record type builds on
what you have already learned.
We will be stressing specific examples and case
studies rather than theory.
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Nominating Committee
for 2008 Elections
BCGS bylaws require that officers and directors
stand for election every other year on even years,
and 2008 is an even
year. The nominating
c o m m i t t e e , c o mprised of three individuals, is required to
present a slate of six
officers and four directors to the Executive Board before the November
Executive Board meeting and to the general membership meeting in November. Additional nominations may be made from the floor at the annual meeting in December.
This year’s nominating committee was appointed
by President Zehner at our September meeting.
Committee members are Cindy D’Aurora, Mary K.
McGraw, and Jo Hanson. They are looking especially for a new First Vice-President whose primary
task is chairing our programs committee. For those
who do not wish to serve as an officer, but might like
to serve on a committee—whether as chair or not—
please talk to one of our board members so they can
recommend you to the new president who will be
appointing the committee chairs at the January 2009
board meeting. We prefer to involve lots of people so
that no one person gets overloaded and burned out.
Serving on our board is a great way to make a
meaningful contribution to genealogy in Northwest
Florida. I invite you to seriously consider how you
can serve. Duties of the various offices are described
in our bylaws, which you can examine here:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/bylaws.html.
Ask not what your Society can do for you. Ask
what you can do for your Society.
✣
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Extractions Committee
Announces New Initiative
Mrs. Cindy D'Aurora and Master Joseph
D'Aurora have just completed indexes to the the
birth, marriage, and death announcements from the
Panama City Pilot for the period 1907-1916. They
have been meticulously checking and cross-checking
records between the microfilm version of this newspaper and the paper copies maintained in the archival
collection of the Bay County Library.
It turns out that the microfilm version was apparently filmed from a different collection of newspapers, so some editions of the Pilot that were missing
from the Bay County collection were included in the
microfilm collection, whereas some editions missing
from the microfilm version are contained in our collection. By examining both versions, the D'Aurora
team was able to produce a more complete index.
Sticklers for details and for getting it right, they
have discovered many useful tricks for catching errors and maximizing the amount of useable information that can be squeezed out of old newsletter articles. In a word, they have become self-taught experts
in the nuances of extractions from early newspapers.
In addition to the usual names, dates, and places,
their indexes include numerous comments that add
genealogical value to the collection and make interesting reading in themselves.
Among other discoveries, they found an additional, perviously unindexed collection of the Pilot
for 1907. To date they have indexed 216 birth announcements, 384 obituaries, and 180 marriages involving 360 hopeful young Bay County adults.
Sally Rinehart is creating an index to Bay County
Marriages from 1941-1945. She has already completed 1941, which contained 426 marriages among
852 people. This brings the Bay County marriage
index to 34 years. There is a five-year period 1931-
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1935 still looking for someone to index it. If you
The nation has long recognized the importance of
would like to be a part of this important extraction
preserving federal records of historical value, and
effort, please contact Judy Bennett at 850-265-1579.
supports national institutions that house those records—including the National Archives, the Library
Suzanne Shay is creating indexes to the PC Pilot
of Congress, and the Smithsonian Institution. Howfor the period 1917- 1919.
ever, a majority of original documents and records
used by genealogists are held at the state and local
Judy Bennett has just completed creating an
level, and the agencies that house these records do
every-name index to birth, marriage, and death annot receive sufficient support.
nouncements from scattered early editions of the St.
Andrews Messenger from 1889 to 1891.
This bill proposes to increase federal support for
archival records held by state and local agencies, inThe rich heritage of Bay County that is docucluding historical societies, libraries, and governmented at the Bay County Library includes several
ments. It does not stop at preservation activities, but
local history books of considerable genealogical
includes the creation of finding aids such as indexes
value that were published without indexes. Recogand training programs for archivists. You can learn
nizing that the utility of these books would be greatly
more about the bill here: www.archivists.org/pahr/.
increased by the addition of an index, our extractions
committee decided to launch a new initiative to inBCGS supports H.R. 6056, and urges everyone to
dex several of those local histories. The first of
support it by writing to their Representatives, telling
those, to Ira Hutchison's Some Who Passed This Way,
them how PAHR will benefit you, your organization,
has already been completed, and was presented at the
and your research. Urge your friends and family to
September meeting to the Bay County Library as a
write to their Representatives, too Here’s an easy
token gift of appreciation for its maintenance and
way to identify and contact your Representative:
support of Bay County's genealogical collection. The
www.humanitiesadvocacy.org/action_ctr.html
index to Ira’s book contains about 1900 people,
✣
places, events, and things.
Bonnie Shipp is currently creating an index to
Tides: Growing Up On St. Andrew Bay by Anne Williams Warwick.
✣

The 7th
Genealogy
After Hours

October 16, 2008 5:00 pm  8:00 pm

Preserving the American Historical Record
A bill of considerable importance to genealogists
and historians has been introduced in the House of
Representatives and referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on 14
May 2008.

Come join us for an introduction to the
First Families of Bay County program
and do YOUR family research
without interruption during closed hours
with assistance from staff.
Beginners will receive a beginners packet
and assistance from staff. Bring your Family
information with you so you can research
YOUR family.
Bay County Public Library

898 W. 11th Street

Reservations required.
Please call
850) 522522-2130
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from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Bay County Public Library, 898 West 11th Street, Panama City, Florida.
Please see the front page for details.

Coming Events at
BCGS Monthly
Meetings

October 16, 2008: Rebecca Saunders, Bay
County Library's Genealogy Specialist, will conduct a “Genealogy After
Hours” session from 5 to
8 p.m Thursday evening
in the genealogy room of the Bay County Public Library. Reservations are required and the event is limited to 20 participants. Please call (850) 522-2130 for
reservations.
This session will focus specifically on training for
First Families of Bay County Certificate applicants.
Come join us for an introduction to the Genealogy
Collection and an opportunity to do YOUR family
research without interruption during closed hours.

October 18, 2008: Find That Elusive Genealogy Book! will be presented by our own library expert, Rebecca Saunders.
All too well known to genealogists is the fact that
many documents of interest are not widely available.
Libraries are usually reluctant to loan their reference
sources. You can trek around the county hoping to
get lucky and find one—or you can let Becky Saunders show you how to find the closest repository that
holds the record you need, using little-known Web
resources.
Becky is not only a very experienced librarian,
she is also the Local History Specialist and the Genealogy Specialist of the Bay County Library.
Saturday, 25 October 2008: Our annual Bay
County Genealogical Society Seminar will be held

November 15, 2008: How to Build a Family
Scrapbook: Making Genealogy Fun for Those Not
Really Interested in It!
Mary Bennett will show us how to build a family
scrapbook from start to finish. What materials to use,
where to find them, how to arrange and display them
in an attractive, enticing family collection that will
be treasured for generations.
Mary Bennett, who will be traveling all the way
from Atlanta with several of her scrapbooks, is an
accomplished genealogist: She is also one of only
two holders of First Families of Bay County Researcher Certificates.
December 20, 2008: Our Christmas meeting
this year will feature our biennial election of officers,
state of the Society presentation, and the President’s
Citation. Following the short business session, Judy
Bennett and Suzanne Shay will team up to present a
potpourri of historical photographs from the Bay
County Library's local history collection.
✣

Spring Programs
Genealogy After Hours
Conducted by Rebecca Saunders

A special event for local genealogists was held in
Panama City on Thursday evening, July 17 from 5 to
8 p.m. Rebecca Saunders conducted a discovery tour
of the genealogical facilities at the Bay County Library and a workshop, with staff available to assist.
Special emphasis for this session was on those researching Bay County records for their First Families
of Bay County certificates.
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As is customary, the Society did not meet in July
of 5 DVDs; numbers 126 through 135, the Master
or August.
Index, and the Master PRF for the volume. These
disks are available for you to use in the Family History Center. We invite you to visit us and take advanHow the Internet Has Changed Getage of all the free access sites now offered.
nealogical Societies
Presented by Bill Zehner

Just as genealogists everywhere have turned to
the Internet, twenty-first century genealogy societies
have moved their wares onto the Web. At our September meeting, Zehner used our Bay County Genealogical Society Web site and the Bay County GenWeb site as examples to describe the design priorities
that he uses to create and maintain attractive and informative sites, and stepped through some of the features of these two different sites to reveal some of
the less-obvious tricks you can use to enhance your
experience with these and other genealogy sites.
He illustrated the ways in which our Web site facilitates many of the functions of our Society to provide better service to family historians across
Northwest Florida and the globe. Using an actual
case study, he illustrated a simple process that you
may be able to use with the Web sites in your own
research counties to locate family information at
light speed.
✣

FHC News
By Bama Young

Family History Center announces new hours:
Currently the Family History Center is open on
Tuesday and Friday mornings from 9 a.m. until 12
noon. However, if you need to view film or do research at other times, an appointment can be made
by calling 271-8945 and asking for the Family History Director, Bama Young.
The LDS Family History Center now has Vol. 7
of the Pedigree Resource File. The volume consists

Family Search Indexing Report: As of 7 May
2008, we had more than 140,000 registered users
who have indexed more than 50,000,000 names.
Anyone who is interested in joining this effort is invited to click on the following web site and start indexing:
www.familysearchindexing.org/en/index.jsp
✣

Heritage Quest Now
Available!
Courtesy of the Bay County Library
By Becky Saunders

The Bay County Library is pleased to announce
that it now has Heritage Quest available both inside
the Library and from home using your Library Card
Number. Go to www.nwrls.com and choose Research Resources.
The Library will have a Last Minute Christmas
Gifts Event on Friday December 12, 2008 in the
meeting room at the Library. This will include local
authors who write about crafts, art, and photography
of the local area.
The Historical Society of Bay County has created
a new ornament—a Panama City Centennial Logo.
Ornaments are $20.00 each and are available in the
Local History Room.
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New Books
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Georgia governor and council journals,
17531779; Warren, Mary
Bondurant.—GA Gen R 975.8 WAR

In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public
Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
11 September— 2008

Florida:
A history of the Orange Hill, Florida Everett family
and related families; Everett, Milton.—FL Gen R
301.42 EVE
Moonshine mayhem : moonshining memo
ries of Northwest Florida and the
greater Southeastern United States;
Womack, Marlene, 1940‐—FL Gen R
975.995 WOM
Georgia:
Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia Dinding list;
Huxford, Folks, comp.—GA Gen R 929.2
HUX
Coffee County, Georgia marriage records
index 1864 to 1957; Paulk, Jessie H.—
GA Gen R 929.3758 PAU
Georgia land owners' memorials, 1758
1776; Weeks, Eve B.—GA Gen R
929.3758 WEE
Georgia governor and council journals,
17531779; Warren, Mary
Bondurant.—GA Gen R 975.8 WAR
Georgia governor and council journals,
17531779; Warren, Mary
Bondurant.—GA Gen R 975.8 WAR
Georgia governor and council journals,
17531779;
Warren, Mary
Bondurant.—GA Gen R 975.8 WAR
Georgia governor and council journals,
17531779; Warren, Mary
Bondurant.—GA Gen R 975.8 WAR
Georgia governor and council journals,
17531779; Warren, Mary
Bondurant.—GA Gen R 975.8 WAR

Missouri:
St. Louis family history research guide;
Fleming, Ann, 1947‐—MO Gen R
977.866 FLE
North Carolina:
Moore County heritage North Carolina, vol
ume 1.; —NC Gen R 929.1 MOO
"By a line of marked trees" : abstracts of
Currituck County, North Carolina, deed
books; Brayton, John Anderson—NC
Gen R 929.3756 BRA
"By a line of marked trees" : abstracts of
Currituck County, North Carolina, deed
books; Brayton, John Anderson—NC
Gen R 929.3756 BRA
New York:
New York State censuses & substitutes; Dol‐
larhide, William.—NY Gen R
016.9293747 DOL
Calendar of wills on Dile and recorded in the
ofDices of the Clerk of the Court of Ap
peals, of the County Clerk at Albany, and
of the Secretary of State, 16261836;
Fernow, Berthold, 1837‐1908, comp.—
NY Gen R 929.3 FER
South Carolina:
Families of Old Pendleton District, South
Carolina; Cheek, Linda G. (Linda Gale),
1944‐—SC Gen R 929.20973 CHE
Families of Old Pendleton District, South
Carolina; Cheek, Linda G. (Linda Gale),
1944‐—SC Gen R 929.20973 CHE
Families of Old Pendleton District, South
Carolina; Cheek, Linda G. (Linda Gale),
1944‐—SC Gen R 929.20973 CHE
Families of Old Pendleton District, South
Carolina; Cheek, Linda G. (Linda Gale),
1944‐—SC Gen R 929.20973 CHE
Marriage and death notices from Camden,
South Carolina newspapers, 18161865;
Holcomb, Brent—SC Gen R 929.375761
HOL
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United States:
Eastern Cherokee by blood 19061910;
Bowen, Jeff, 1950‐—Gen R 929 EAS
Eastern Cherokee by blood 19061910:
Bowen, Jeff, 1950‐—Gen R 929 EAS
Eastern Cherokee by blood 19061910;
Bowen, Jeff, 1950‐—Gen R 929 EAS
The ofDicial guide to RootsWeb.com Gorm‐
ley; Myra Vanderpool, 1940‐—Gen R
929 GOR
Touching tomorrow : how to interview your
loved ones to capture a lifetime of
memories on video or audio; LoVerde,
Mary—Gen R 929 LOV
Missing relatives and lost friends; Barnes,
Robert William—Gen R 929.1 BAR
Huguenot and Scots links 15751775; Dob‐
son, David—Gen R 929.1 DOB
Census substitutes & state census records
:an annotated bibliography of published
name lists for all 50 U.S. states and state
censuses for 37 states; Dollarhide,
William.—Gen R 929.1 DOL
Census substitutes & state census records
:an annotated bibliography of published
name lists for all 50 U.S. states and state
censuses for 37 states; Dollarhide,
William.—Gen R 929.1 DOL
Further undertakings of a dead relative col
lector; Galeener‐Moore, Laverne, 1930‐
—Gen R 929.1 GAL
Female index to genealogical dictionary of
the Dirst settlers of New England; Myers,
Patty Barthell.—Gen R 929.1 MYE
A guide to Mormon family history sources;
Sperry, Kip.—Gen R 929.1072 SPE
Free African Americans of North Carolina,
Virginia, and South Carolina from the
colonial period to about 1820; Heinegg,
Paul—Gen R 929.3 HEI
Free African Americans of North Carolina,
Virginia, and South Carolina from the
colonial period to about 1820; Heinegg,
Paul—Gen R 929.3 HEI
The New England historical and genealogi
cal register;
Waters, Henry F.
(Henry Fritz‐Gilbert). Genealogical
gleanings in England.—Gen R 929.3
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NEW
The New England historical and genealogi
cal register,; Waters, Henry F. (Henry
Fritz‐Gilbert). Genealogical gleanings in
England.—Gen R 929.3 NEW
Basic guide to Irish records for family his
tory; Mitchell, Brian—Gen R 929.3415
MIT
Lines of succession : heraldry of the Royal
families of Europe; Louda, Jiri.—Gen R
929.7 LOU
Southern boots and saddles : the Fifteenth
Confederate Cavalry C.S.A. : First Regi
ment Alabama and Florida Cavalry,
18631865; Green, Arthur E., 1937‐
—Gen R 973.742 GRE
Virginia:
Some worthy lives : minibiographies, Win
chester and Frederick County; Quarles,
Garland R. (Garland Redd), 1901‐—VA
Gen R 920.0755 QUA
Southside Virginia families; Boddie, John
Bennett, 1880‐—VA Gen R 929.2 BOD
✣

Membership Renewal Time!
Please don’t forget that BCGS memberships
expire at the end of December. If you haven’t
already done so, please send your check for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

Merry Christmas!
While you’ve got the checkbook out, why not
give a gift membership to someone you know
who enjoys family history. You’ll be remembered four times instead of once, because
the benefits include four quarterly issues of
The County Line.
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library’s Local History Room at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of
the month. Membership dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10
for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is http://www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CG. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

Bay County Genealogy Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

