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First Families of Bay County Certification Awards
To Be Hosted by the HSBC at the
Annual Pioneer Picnic
Big Increase in Awards Anticipated at Second Annual FFBC Ceremony
Our second annual celebration and recognition of
some very special descendants of Bay County Pioneers will be hosted again this year by the Historical
Society of Bay County. Those receiving certificates
have met the highest standards of genealogical
documentation required by our Society.
Last year we certified four pioneers, three descendants, and two researchers at the Pioneer Picnic.
This year we expect to present a much larger number
of certificates in every category, because the interest
in this program has mushroomed exponentially. The
exact numbers are not known as we go to press, because many applications are still involved in the review and approval process.
This gala event will begin at 11:00 a.m on June
13, 2009, at the Trinity Center, First United Methodist Church at 903 E 4th Street in Panama City.
Certified Bay County pioneers and descendants
for this year and last year will also be featured in the
forthcoming second volume of The Heritage of Bay
County, Florida.
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volunteers, except one, is a member of our board.
None was tapped on the shoulder. They all came
forward and asked for a book to index. I am overExtractions
whelmed by this response. I extend my congratulation to our Extractions Chair, Judy Bennett and my
sincere gratitude to all those who contributed to this
The rich heritage of Bay County that is docueffort and to those who continue to contribute.
mented in many of our local history books includes a
great deal of information about important (and not so
important—unless you happen to be related to them)
First Families of Bay County
people who lived in this county, and over time, made
it what it is today. Those pioneers are of considerable
Our FFBC chair refuses to talk to me about the
interest to the family historians and genealogists
number of applicants, pioneers, and researchers that
whose ancestors lived here.
will be honored this June. That is mostly because
many of the applications are still in the review stage.
However, many of these books do not contain inHowever, I have a sneaking suspicion that the numdexes. This is understandable in the case of many
bers will be at least three times greater than last year.
older books, but remarkably, many recent books also
Interest in this program has increased exponentially
have been printed without indexes in order to keep
since our first awards event last year in June.
their page count within limits prescribed by publishers.
The potential number of certifiable pioneer descendants is large, and we anticipate continued
Unfortunately, that omission makes these wondergrowth of interest in the program because it provides
ful documents nearly useless to family historians
recognition, credibility, and a form of immortality
who have no wish to read an entire book just to see if
for those who can prove their ancestors under this
their ancestor is mentioned.
rigorous program. This year’s inductees will be recorded in the second volume of The Heritage of Bay
In case you have not read our bylaws lately, our
County, which has a submission deadline of June
objectives (art. II) include these:
2009.
4. To locate, preserve, and index public and private genealogical records of the area and make them
Record Membership
available to the general public.
5. To support the genealogical collection of the
The latest figures from our membership chair inBay County Public Library.
dicate that our paid membership for this year already
exceeds any previous year. We usually have several
The Bay County Genealogy Society saw this
additional members signing up during the fall semishortfall as an opportunity to add significant value to
nar, so this should be a banner year for our Society.
the existing collection of local history in the permaMany thanks to our membership chair and our pubnent collection of the Bay County Public Library by
licity committee. The more members we have, the
making these books easier to search for the citizens
more worthy endeavors we can support. Chief
of northwest Florida and others across the world.
among those is the acquisition of new books and
documents for the genealogy section of our Library.
The value of his new initiative apparently touched
a nerve in several of our members. As you will read
I am looking forward to seeing all of you at our
later in this edition, at least eight Society members
next meeting. Bill Zehner
have volunteered their time and effort over the past
✣
three months to create these indexes. None of these
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When she showed an interest in the family, her
mother-in-law started pulling out boxes of information. Her husband’s family lived and continue living
in the St. Andrews section of Panama City. Suzanne
By Judy Bennett
has lived wherever the Navy sent her father; in other
Welcome to our new members! We are so glad
words, all over the world. Suzanne has called Bay
you are part of our Society. New members are:
County home since she married in 1999.
 Vivian Gutting
 Joseph M. Herring
Family members, especially her grandparents, got
 Carolyn W. Libben
her interested in genealogy through stories and re Sarah Ross Sapp
search. Her mother’s family came from south Florida
 Suzanne Silk Strickland
and Alabama; her father’s from Michigan and Norway; and further back, from Illinois and Germany.
Sarah Ross Sapp is our newest member. Her
Besides genealogy, Suzanne makes time for volunRoss family members were early settlers of Youngteering with Hospice and PAWS (Pets as Working
stown, and that is where Sarah was born. Sarah’s
Saints).
mother was a Boyer from Millville, and her maternal
grandmother was a Holmes. These families were
early settlers in Millville, beginning in 1863. As you
can tell, Sarah is a candidate for FFBC.

Welcome New Members

Sarah was introduced to genealogy when she
worked for Mrs. Childs, “a wonderful lady.” Since
then, genealogy has been a passion for her. She also
enjoys pottery and gardening. Her other ancestors
were from Georgia, Michigan, Ohio, Scotland, and
Germany.
Vivian Gutting has lived in Ocala, Tallahassee,
and Macon, Georgia, before being transferred to our
area. Vivian is a retired school teacher and enjoys
silver smithing, wire wrapping, and gardening. She’s
been interested in family history, and has ancestors
from Louisiana, New York, and France. Both Sally
and Nita invited her to come to our meetings, and
now she is a welcomed member.
Joseph M. Herring (Jody) has lived in Bay
County since he was two years old. He’s lived in
both Lynn Haven and the Cove area of Panama City.
A cousin of his mother got him interested in genealogy. Most of his ancestors came from the southern
United States. Welcome, southerner.
Suzanne Silk Strickland told us at our December
meeting about finding all sorts of family “goodies.”

A few new members at our January meeting.
Above, left-to-right: Sarah Ross Sapp, Vivian Gutting, Nancy Pendleton, Suzanne Silk Strickland,
and Jody Herring. Below, special guest Doris Byrd
Leistner from Tell City, Indiana. All photos in this
issue courtesy of Ron Young
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Local History Books Being Indexed
By Judy Bennett, Extractions Chair

During the past three months, six BCGS volunteers created indexes to six Bay County history
books plus the 1912 St. Andrews Tax Assessment
Rolls. Thanks much to our volunteers: Nita Gibbons,
Ruth Preston, Fred Borg, Lynn Siegfried, Jo Hanson,
and Judy Bennett. Several additional local history
books are being indexed at the present time. Here are
the indexes completed during the past three months:
Houpt, Ann Pratt. Images of America: Callaway.
Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2004. Indexed by Nita
Gibbons.
Houpt, Ann Pratt. Images of America: Parker.
Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2003. Indexed by Ruth
Preston.
Kelly-Dean, Susie. On St. Andrews Bay, 1911-1917.
Florida: Tampa, 1969. Indexed by Fred Borg.
Veverka, Toni. Scars of Civilization. Fern Park, FL:
Paragon, 1957. Indexed by Lynn Siegfried.
1912 St. Andrews Tax Assessment Rolls. Indexed by
Jo Hanson.
Bell, Harold W. Your 50 Golden Years in Bay
County, Florida. Panama City, FL: Bay County
Historical Society, 1982. Indexed by Judy Bennett.
Glenn, Diana Michaels. Seaside Settlers. Panama
City, FL: Seaside Publications, 1971. Indexed by
Lynn Siegfried.
Thanks so much to those who have already contributed. There are plenty of books still left to index,
so please let me know if you would like to help.
Most can be checked out so you can work on them at
home.
✣
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BCGS Committee
Chairs for 2009-2010

This year’s standing committee chairs were appointed by the President with the approval of the
board at our January business meeting. These people
are here to serve the Society, so please bring your
suggestions to their attention, and please support
their efforts to improve our services to the community.
Office

Officer

Archives

Becky Saunders

Budget & Finance

Judy Bennett

Extractions

Judy Bennett

FGS Delegate

Bill Zehner

First Families

Becky Saunders

FSGS Liaison

Cindy D’Aurora

Hospitality

Sally Rinehart

Library

Becky Saunders

Membership Services
Newsletter

Bonnie Shipp &
Judy Bennett
Bill Zehner

Programs

Mary K. McGraw

Publicity

Diana Cochran

Seminar

Judy Bennett

Web site

Bill Zehner



Annual Seminar
By Judy Bennett, Seminar Chair

Our BCGS annual beginner’s seminar will be held
on October 3, 2009 at the Bay County Public Library, 898 West 11th Street, Panama City, Florida.
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. In six breezy sessions
we will take you from neophyte to ready-forresearch. Details will be posted on our Web page,
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/programs.html,
as they develop.
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Spring Programs
Genealogy After Hours
Conducted by Rebecca Saunders

April 16, 2009: Rebecca Saunders, Bay
County Library's Genealogy Specialist, will conduct a “Genealogy After
Hours” session from 5 to
8 p.m Thursday evening
in the genealogy room of the Bay County Public Library. Reservations are required and the event is limited to 20 participants. Please call (850) 522-2130 for
reservations.
This session will focus especially on those needing help with their First Families of Bay County Certificate applications.

A special event for local genealogists was held at
the new Public Library in Panama City on Thursday
evening, January 22. Rebecca Saunders conducted
the “Genealogy After Hours” sessions. Special emphasis for thise session was on resources and methods for those researching Bay County records for
their First Families of Bay County certificates.

Religious Persecution in Germany
and the Flight of the Dunkards to
Pennsylvania.
Presented by Mary K. McGraw

Come join us for an introduction to the Genealogy
Collection and an opportunity to do YOUR family
research without interruption during closed hours.
April 18, 2009: How to Write a Family History
will be presented by Charlene Grafton, an experienced teacher from the Ft. Walton area.
May 16, 2009: the popular Joan and Wayne
Stalvey will present a surprise topic.
June 20, 2009: William Zehner, CGSM will present “Tracing Your Confederate Soldier.” A methodical approach to locating and identifying your Civil
War ancestor (Union veterans are addressed also)
that you won't find in reference books.
July 2009: Closed: No meeting.
August 2009: Closed: No meeting.
✣

Our January 17 Mary K. Mcgraw presented an
overview of many of the issues, personalities, countries, and religious factions in Western Europe during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and the influences they have on the migrations to the New
World.
Mary K. is our new vice-president and programs
chair. She also chairs the Gulf Coast Community
College Education Encore program and teaches
bead-weaving techniques for that program. She has a
great lineup of programs prepared for us in the coming year.
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Early Virginia Immigrants
Presented by Sally Rinehart
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On March 21 we heard an interesting review of
the recent and future work of the Panama City Centennial Committee from the Committee Chairman It
began four years ago, and she gave us all the inside
info on how it got started, what has been done this
year so far, and what is yet to come.

At our February 21 meeting Sally Rinehart presented a brief review of some of the leading organizers and settlers of Virginia up to the Revolution with
particular emphasis on the question “why were so
many of our early leaders from Virginia?”

Becky is a Panama City native, and has worked at
the Bay County Public Library for more than 40
years. She has worked in almost every department in
the library and is presently head of Local History and
Genealogy Services. In addition, she is presently
serving a ninth term as president of the Bay County
Historical Society. She recently received the Florida
State Genealogical Society Librarian Scholarship for
2008. Chairing this committee is a lot of work, of
course, but it is clear from the photo below that she
is having way too much fun.

Sally has been doing genealogy research since
about 1980. Her ancestors were primarily from Virginia and Pennsylvania. She is a graduate of St.
Louis University and is a retired nurse-midwife.

The Panama City Centennial
Presented by Rebecca Brown Saunders.

✣

FHC News
Last July Ancestry.com and FamilySearch announced that they would “exchange records and resources to make more historical records available
online.” The first joint project is an initiative to significantly enhance the U.S. Federal Census collection. FamilySearch is scanning the master NARA
microfilm copies of the original census records and
will give these improved images to Ancestry.com.
Ancestry currently offers both indexes and images of
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the entire publicly-available U.S. Federal Census
Collection, but scanning technology has allegedly
improved since Ancestry.com scanned their census
images. The improved census images will also be
available free in Family History Centers.
A series of training sessions were held recently
for those interested in our
In return, Ancestry.com will provide FamFFBC program. The workilySearch with copies of its existing census indexes.
shops were designed for
These indexes will be merged with the new Famprospective applicants,
ilySearch indexes currently being created by volunprospective researchers,
teers at FamilySearch Indexing to create enhanced
prospective judges, as well
census indexes that will be added to both sites. In the
as those who had attended
new 1900 index, FamilySearch added several new
the previous workshop in
fields of searchable data, including birth month and
November 2007 but felt the
year, to facilitate searching for ancestors.
need of a tune-up.

First Families of Bay
County Workshops Held

The new 1900 census images are already available on Ancestry.com. These enhanced census indexes will be free on Ancestry.com for a limited time
as they are completed, and will also be available for
free on FamilySearch.org. The new 1920 census index is currently in process, with Ancestry's version
being used as a first transcription, and FamilySearch
indexers creating a second version with added fields.
Discrepancies between the two index versions are
then arbitrated by professionals, which should reduce
the number of errors in the index. More information
is available at: www.familysearch.org/eng/Home/
News/frameset_news.asp?PAGE=Press/2008-7-21_
Enhanced_US_Censuses.asp
Other additions at FamilySearch.org of particular
interest to Florida researchers are the digitized images of the 1935 and 1945 Florida State Censuses,
which can be found here: http://pilot.familysearch.
org. Click on “Canada, USA, and Mexico,” then
click on 1935 or 1945 Florida State Census.
Neither of these has been indexed by the FHL yet,
but a guide to the numerical precincts for the County
of Bay has been created and posted on our BCGS
Web site: www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/cen
susprecincts. Ancestry.com has already indexed both
of these.
✣

Many of the nine attendees registered for multiple roles, such as judge
and researcher. Of course,
those who perform research for a particular
package are recused from
service as judge on that
case.
Three sessions, lasting
about an hour each, held
on March 7 and 21, and
April 18, covered:
• Sources, citations, and
evaluation of evidence
• Special genealogical
resources of Bay County
• The application procAttendees at the spring
2009 FFBC workshop.
From the top, session
coordinator Bill Zehner,
FFBC Chairman Becky
Saunders, Judy Bennett,
Bonnie Shipp, Suzanne
Shay, Grace Weller
Webb, Jody Herring, and
Sarah Ross Sapp

8

The County Line
Volume 28, Number 2, April 2009
ess and the judging
Encyclopedia of Florida Sheriffs 18212008, Sil‐
vestri, Victor R.—FL Gen R 363.22 SIL
process
Tally Ho, 1956 (yearbook), —FL Gen R 371.975
TAL
The motif was Power
Telling stories: Life in the Florida Panhandle
Point slide shows, fol19082003 : A remembrance of Idelle Morrison
lowed by question-andVause, my mother, Vause, James Edwin, Jr.—FL
answer periods. Extensive hand-out materials suitGen R 929.42 VAU
able for later reference accompanied the presentaThe heritage of Escambia County, Florida., —FL
tion.
Gen R 975.9 HER
✣
Pensacola in the Civil War, Parks, Virginia.—FL
Gen R 975.905 PAR

New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
14 April— 2009

Alabama
The heritage of Cullman County,
Alabama, Cullman County Heri‐
tage Book Committee—AL Gen R 976.1 HER
The heritage of DeKalb County, Alabama, DeKalb
County Heritage Book Committee (Ala.)—AL
Gen R 976.1 HER
District of Columbia
Index to District of Columbia estates, 18011929,
Pippenger, Wesley E., 1956‐—DC Gen R
929.3753 PIP
Florida
"And twelve came forward", a centennial history:
First Baptist Church Panama City, Florida
19082008, Shepherd, Donald W.—FL Gen R
280 SHE
Guardians on the gulf : Pensacola fortiKications,
16981980, Coleman, James C.—FL Gen R
355.7 COL
Encyclopedia of Florida Sheriffs 18212008, Sil‐
vestri, Victor R.—FL Gen R 363.22 SIL

Georgia
First families of South Georgia : Harper family,
Paulk, Jessie H.—GA Gen R 929.3758 PAU
Indiana
Indiana pioneer stories : a collection of historical
articles printed in the year books of the Society
of Indiana Pioneers., Leistner, Doris—IN Gen R
929.3772 IND
Indiana pioneer stories : a collection of historical
articles printed in the year books of the Society
of Indiana Pioneers., Leistner, Doris—IN Gen R
929.3772 IND
Pennsylvania
Biographical annals of Lancaster County, Pennsyl
vania., Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical
Services.—PA Gen R 974.815 BIO
Biographical annals of Lancaster County, Pennsyl
vania., Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical
Services.—PA Gen R 974.815 BIO
Biographical annals of Lancaster County, Pennsyl
vania., Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical
Services.—PA Gen R 974.815 BIO
Biographical annals of Lancaster County, Pennsyl
vania., Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical
Services.—PA Gen R 974.815 BIO
Virginia
The Wallers of EndKield, King William County, Vir
ginia, Riffe, Andrew Lewis.—VA Gen R
929.3754 RIF
What I know about Winchester : recollections of
William Greenway Russell 18001891, Russell,
William Greenway.—VA Gen R 929.3754 RUS
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Early records, Hampshire County, Virginia, now
Not forgotten : remembering those who died in
West Virginia, including at the start most of
the Persian Gulf War, who they were, why we
known Va. aside from Augusta district, Sage,
need to remember them, Grey, Daniel James—
Clara McCormack, comp.—VA Gen R 929.3754
Gen R 956.7044 GRE
SAG
Historical records of old Frederick and Hampshire
✣
counties, Virginia, Kerns, Wilmer L., 1932‐—VA
Gen R 929.3755 KER
The grand adventure : a year by year history of
Virginia, Crutch^ield, James Andrew, 1938‐
—VA Gen R 975.5 CRU
Frederick County, Virginia : settlement and some
Kirst families of Back Creek Valley, 17301830,
By Becky Saunders
Kerns, Wilmer L., 1932‐—VA Gen R 975.5 KER
The story of one hundred old homes in Winchester,
A McKenzie Family Centennial Concert will be
Virginia, Quarles, Garland R. (Garland Redd),
held on June 13 at 4:00 p.m. at the Martin Theatre.
1901‐—VA Gen R 975.5 QUA
Enjoy the living history of Panama City as told by
Anne McKenzie Morton, the daughter of the first
West Virginia
mayor, and a performance by the McKenzie Strings
Cradle of America : four centuries of Virginia his
and McKenzie Vocal Ensemble. Pictures from each
tory, Wallenstein, Peter—VA Gen R 975.5 WAL
decade will be featured with the music, and there
West Virginia : a history, Rice, Otis K.—WV Gen R
will be a special salute to the soldiers from World
975.4 RIC
War II. Celebrate the rich heritage of Panama City
West Virginia, a history, Williams, John Alexander,
with the McKenzie family.
1938‐—WV Gen R 975.4 WIL

Librarian’s Corner

United States
Heroes and leaders of West Point, Reeder, Red,
1902‐—Gen R 355.0071 REE
University of Alabama alumni: Today, 2008, —
Gen R 371.8 UNI
Family tree page ideas for scrapbookers : 130
ways to create a scrapbook legacy., Memory
Makers Books—Gen R 745.593 FAM
Scrapbooking family heritage /produced exclu
sively for Leisure Arts., —Gen R 745.593 SCR
The New England historical and genealogical reg
ister,, Waters, Henry F. (Henry Fritz‐Gilbert).
Genealogical gleanings in England.—Gen R
929.3 NEW
Family names : the origins, meanings, mutations,
and history of more than 2,800 American
names, Hook, J. N. (Julius Nicholas), 1913‐
—Gen R 929.4 HOO
The Galloway family, Galloway, Richard T.—Gen R
929.42 GAL
The book of Scottish names, Zaczek, Iain—Gen R
929.44 ZAC

All ticket proceeds benefit the preservation of the
Historic McKenzie House in downtown Panama
City. Concert will be at the Martin Theatre. Tickets
are $15 for the concert. LIMITED premium tickets
are $25 for the concert with reserved seating and an
after-concert reception at the McKenzie Home.
✣

2009 Dues Due!
If a dollar sign ($) appears on your address
label this will be your last issue unless you renew your membership. Please tender payment
immediately so you don’t miss a single issue
of The County Line.
Please mail your check or money order, payable to the Bay County Genealogical Society,
to The Bay County Genealogical Society, P.O.
Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662, or see
Bonnie Shipp or Walter Sherman at any regular meeting.

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library’s Local History Room at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of
the month. Membership dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10
for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is http://www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CGSM. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

Bay County Genealogy Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

