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On the Trail of Our Ancestors
Getting-Started Seminar Scheduled for October 3
If you just recently started on your family history
research, you are probably thinking, “How do I do
this, and where do I start?” Well, you will be happy
to learn that we have just the seminar you need.
Researching ancestors is actually not difficult, and
can be great fun—once you know where to start and
what to do next. The key is a methodical approach; it
can save a ton of time and money in addition to lowering frustration levels.
Experienced genealogists always proceed from
the known toward the unknown. That means beginning at the here and now and working our way back
one generation at a time. However, the types of records that are available vary considerably in different
time periods because the types of records, the details
and formats of information changed over time, as did
the repositories of those records.
So this seminar is designed to expose you to different record types in the order that you will actually
be needing them as you move back through each
generation in your pedigree chart. That way you can
immediatly see how each new record type builds on
what you have already learned.
We will be stressing specific examples and case
studies rather than theory.

Everyone enjoys a change of pace, so we have
lined up different area experts who will present six
sessions: beginnings, using technology, death records, birth and marriage records, censuses, and organization and evidence.
During the day you will hear from BCGS members Judy Bennett, Fred Borg, Jody Herring, Mary K.
McGraw, Suzanne Shay, and Bill Zehner.
The seminar will be located in the roomy conference room of the new Bay County Public Library at
898 W. Eleventh Street in Panama City. Registration
begins at 8:30. Don’t be left out. See pages six and
seven for registration details. Please join us and
bring along a friend or family member.
We look forward to seeing YOU there.
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President’s Message
Much of the rich history of Bay County revolves
around those individuals who made it. We are for‐
tunate to have a large number of published histo‐
ries about our county in the permanent collection
of the Bay County Public Library. As reference
books, however, the utility of many of these is se‐
verely restricted by the absence of indexes. Most
historians and genealogists simply can't afford to
read through a whole book just to see whether a
particular relative or place of interest is men‐
tioned.
Earlier this year your Society initiated a new
project intended to address that problem. One of
the Society's mandates is to increase access to the
County's unique genealogical and historical re‐
cords. Under the direction of Extractions Chair
Judy Bennett, BCGS volunteers are currently cre‐
ating every‐name, every‐place indexes to each of
the County's histories that was published without
indexes.
An even dozen books already have been in‐
dexed by ten volunteers, and more are underway.
When the extractions are completed, the Society
plans to merge all the indexes together to create a
single master index, which will then be submitted
in paper form to the Library's Local History
Room. It will be titled An Annotated Index to the
Published Histories of Bay County, Florida.
In the interim, the Pirst 12 titles already have
been merged into a single index, sorted alphabeti‐
cally, and posted on the Society's Web site where
it can be accessed by historians and genealogists
living anywhere on the globe. It can be viewed at
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~Plbcgs/histories/i
ndex.html.
Quite aside from the obvious advantages to
those with Bay County heritage who now live
elsewhere, the historians and authors of those
histories can relish the possibility that their huge
investments in research and writing may now
benePit far more readers than they ever could

This effort is ongoing, and we need additional extractors. How would you like to make a meaningful
and enduring contribution to the rich heritage of Bay
County and to those researching there? Judy Bennett
would love to hear from you.
Bill Zehner, President
✣

First Families of Bay
County
By Becky Saunders

The First Families of Bay County Certificate will
be awarded to any person who provided documentary evidence sufficient to establish that said person
is credibly descended directly from a pioneer who
settled within the present-day boundaries of Bay
County, Florida, before the county was created. The
evidence submitted must establish, in the opinion of
the First Families Committee, that the specified pioneer was, in fact, a bona fide resident of what is now
Bay County on or before 24 April 1913; and that the
applicant is credibly descended from that pioneer.
Deadline for initial submissions is 31 January.
Revisions, if any, must be submitted by 30 April to
be eligible for the annual June awards ceremony.
This is a great way to preserve a detailed record
of your ancestry for your children and grandchildren.
It’s also a great way to learn more about your own
place in the human family.
✣
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Coming Events at BCGS
Monthly Meetings
The Local History Room Collection
at the Bay County Public Library
Presented by Becky Saunders

October 17, 2009: Becky Saunders, Local History Specialist and Genealogy Specialist of Bay
County's Public Library, will provide us a guided
tour of this remarkable collection. In addition to the
many printed volumes, including local histories, biographies, newspapers, maps, and charts, the Room
contains a wonderful collection of early original
manuscripts, tax records, expense journals from
early local businesses, voter registration lists, a large
photo collection, artwork from local authors and artists.
There are also many valuable, one-of-a-kind artifacts from the local area. Because of the fragile nature of many pieces and the fact that they are irreplaceable, this Room is sequestered from the rest of
the Library and traffic in the area is closely monitored.

Coming of the Pilgrims

Elmer's Genealogy Library Collection
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by Elmer C. Spear

January 16, 2010: Elmer C. Spear will travel
here from Madison, Florida, to tell us all about Elmer's Genealogy Library Collection there. This Library is scheduled to be merged early next year with
the Huxford Genealogical Library in Homerville,
Georgia. Following the merger, the new library will
be the finest private genealogical library in the
southeastern United States.

Confederates to Brazil
by Lenda McCain

February 20, 2010: Lenda McCain will present
a talk on the the Confederates who went to Brazil.

The Icarians
by Sally Rinehart

March 20, 2010: Sally Rinehart will present her
research on the Icarians.
✣

by Sally Rinehart

November 21, 2009: Sally Rinehart will present a
topic especially appropriate for the season: The Arrival of the Pilgrims to the New World.

Summer Programs
July 2009: Closed: no meeting.
August 2009: Closed: no meeting.

Annual Christmas Program
by the BCGS staff

December 18, 2009: The staff will present our
annual Christmas program with short stories, door
prizes, a potpourri of tasty pastries and snacks specially selected for their historical and seasonal importance.

Oliver Genealogy in the UK
Presented by Ray Oliver
Photos by Ron Young

September 19, 2009: Ray Oliver from the Cumbria region in the extreme northwest of England
came all the way across the pond to report on the Oliver genealogy of the UK. A retired engineer, his researches have been centered upon a small village in
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A large crowd turned out to hear our special guest speaker, Ray Oliver, from the U. K.

Staffordshire, England where his line of the Oliver
dynasty can be traced back to the early 1500s.
An accomplished presenter, he traced Oliver ancestry from his daughter, who currently lives in Callaway, back through historical records to King Henry
VIII, and via DNA to the Vikings and their ancestors

Entertaining as well as educational, Ray amused
the crowd. (Left-to-right: Bama Young, ?, Lynn
Siegfried, Judy Bennett, ?, Becky Freeman, Cindy
D’Aurora, Berniece Loper, Rebecca Miller, Marlene
Womack, and ?

20,000 years ago. He submitted his Y-DNA sample
to Family Tree DNA and received a 67-marker haplotype and haplogroup analysis.

Among several interesting and unusual aspects of
his talk, Ray revealed that he suffers from a very uncommon (one per cent of the population) genetic defect that results in Dupuytren’s disease, which causes
the fingers to curl inward such that the hand cannot

Jane Hinman (left) and Katherine Nerret compare
their Dupuytren’s scars with Ray Oliver as Becky
Saunders (right) look on.

be opened up. Predominately a male disease, it is
indicative of Viking ancestry, and is most commonly
found today in Iceland and Scandinavia. It can be
treated surgically, which leaves characteristic scars.
Remarkably, two members of the audience reported in the following question-and-answer period
that they also shared this syndrome.
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Ray initially became interested in our Society
when he stumbled onto our Web site and discovered
• Scars of Civilization, Toni Veverka (Fern Park, FL:
Paragon, 1957), indexed by Lynn Siegfried
several Olivers in our cemetery database, plus a
cemetery by that name.
• Some Who Passed This Way, Ira Hutchison (Pan✣
ama City, FL: Boyd Brothers, 1972), indexed
by William Zehner

Local History Books
Indexed
By Judy Bennett, Extractions Chair

During the past nine months, BCGS extractors
created indexes to a dozen Bay County history
books:

• Your 50 Golden Years in Bay County, Florida,
Harold W. Bell (Panama City, FL: Bay County
Historical Society, 1982), indexed by Judy
Bennett.
These have been merged together and posted on
our Web site.
✣

• St. Andrews, Ann Pratt Houpt (Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2007), indexed by Fred Borg
• Panama City Beach, Smith, Jan, (Charleston, SC:
Arcadia, 2004), indexed by Diana Cochran
• Images of America: Callaway, Ann Pratt Houpt
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2004), indexed by
Nita Gibbons
• Glimpses of the Panhandle, Harold W. Bell (Chicago, IL: Adams Pr., 1961), indexed by Rebecca and Sherry Miller
• Images of America: Parker, Ann Pratt Houpt
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2003), indexed by
Ruth Preston
• Lynn Haven, Walters, Glenda A., (Charleston, SC:
Arcadia, 2005), indexed by Barbara Anderson
• The Cove: Panama City's Neighborhood Cooper,
Jeannie Weller, (Charleston, SC: Arcadia,
2002), indexed by Elizabeth Crusan
• Panama City, Walters, Glenda A., (Charleston, SC:
Arcadia, 2008), indexed by Barbara Anderson
• Seaside Settlers, Diana Glenn (Michaels) (Panama
City, FL: Seaside Pub, 1971), indexed by Lynn
Siegfried

Membership Renewal Time!
Please don’t forget that BCGS memberships
expire at the end of December. If you haven’t
already done so, please send your check for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

Merry Christmas!
While you’ve got the checkbook out, why not
give a gift membership to someone you know
who enjoys family history. You’ll be remembered four times instead of once, because
the benefits include four quarterly issues of
The County Line.
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New Books
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Berrien County, Georgia marriage records
index, 1856 to 1949, Paulk, Jessie H.
(Jessie Herbert), 1934‐ — GA Gen R
929.3758 PAU

In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
21 September 2009

Alabama
History of the Alabama Division,
United Daughters of the Confed
eracy, Huey, Mattie McAdory. — AL Gen
R 369.17 HUE
Florida
Heart of the city : history of the First Pres
byterian Church, Orlando, Florida, 1876
1987, Abberger, Nancy Hardy — FL Gen
R 285 ABB
Tempestuous triangle : historical notes on
Washington County, Florida, Carswell,
E. W. (Elba Wilson), 1916‐ — FL Gen R
917.5996 CAR
The history of Jackson County, Florida : the
early years of Jackson County, volume
one, Cox, Dale A. — FL Gen R 975.9 COX
The heritage of Liberty County, Florida., —
FL Gen R 975.9 HER
The heritage of Wakulla County, Florida.,
— FL Gen R 975.9 HER
The heritage of Okaloosa County, Florida,
volume II, Okaloosa County Heritage
Book Committee. — FL Gen R 975.9
HER
Centennial stories : celebrating the history
of Panama City 19092009, Womack,
Marlene, 1940‐ — FL Gen R 975.995
WOM
Georgia

Mississippi
History of the Liberty Presbyterian Church
Liberty, Mississippi., — MS Gen R 285
HIS
North Carolina
Steadfast to the last : South Carolina sol
diers and citizens paroled with the Army
of Northern Virginia and the Army of
Tennessee at Appomattox C.H., VA and
Greensboro, NC, April 9th and 26th,
1865, Kirkland, Randolph W. (Randolph
Withers), 1920‐ — NC Gen R 973.76
KIR
Pennsylvania
Johann Adam and Anna Maria (Mertz) Zeh
ner family of Berks and Schuylkill Coun
ties, Pennsylvania, Zehner, William J. —
PA Gen R 929.42 ZEH
South Carolina
Marriage and death notices from The
Southern Presbyterian, volume I: 1847
1865, Holcomb, Brent H. — SC Gen R
929.3757 HOL
South Carolina's royal grants, Holcomb,
Brent H. — SC Gen R 929.3757 HOL
The bombardment of Charleston, 1863
1865, Phelps, W. Chris — SC Gen R
973.73 PHE
Tennessee
The Cades Cove story, Shields, Arthur Ran‐
dolph, 1913‐ — TN Gen R 976.8 SHI
Virginia
Tombstone inscriptions of Norfolk County,
Virginia, — VA Gen R 929.3755 TOM
Bound away : Virginia and the westward
movement, Fischer, David Hackett,
1935‐ — VA Gen R 975.502 FIS
United States

Volume 28, Number 4, October 2009
County courthouse book, Bentley, Elizabeth
Petty. — Gen R 929.1 BEN
Erin's sons : Irish arrivals in Atlantic Can
ada, 17611853, Punch, Terrence M. —
Gen R 929.1 PUN
Erin's sons : Irish arrivals in Atlantic Can
ada, 17611853, Punch, Terrence M. —
Gen R 929.1 PUN
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This is a great opportunity, especially for those
whose work schedule conflicts with the Library’s
normal hours, to get personal assistance from the
staff with family history challenges. Those working
on their First Families of Bay County certification
will have access to the special collection section.
✣

Finding a place called home : a guide to
AfricanAmerican genealogy and his
torical identity, Woodtor, Dee — Gen R
929.1 WOO
United Empire Loyalists : a guide to tracing
Loyalist ancestors in Upper Canada,
Merriman, Brenda Dougall — Gen R
929.3 MER
The New England historical and genealogi
cal register,, Waters, Henry F. (Henry
Fritz‐Gilbert). Genealogical gleanings in
England. — Gen R 929.3 NEW
Lost soul : the Confederate soldier in New
England, Rolston, Les, 1954‐ — Gen R
973.7462 ROL
✣

Librarian’s Corner
Rebecca Saunders, Bay
County Library's Genealogy Specialist, has announced that her very
popular “Genealogy After
Hours” event will be expanded to a quarterly
event. Sessions will be held on the third Thursday of
each quarter, that is, in January, April, July, and October. The genealogy room of the Bay County Public
Library will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday evening. Reservations are required and the event is limited to 20 participants. Please call (850) 522-2130 for
reservations.

Certification Renewal
Approved
The Board for CertiPication of Genealogists is
an independent organization located in Washing‐
ton, DC, that promotes uniform standards of com‐
petence and ethics among genealogical practitio‐
ners, and administers qualifying examinations to
verify that its certiPicants meet those standards.
CertiPicants are required to be re‐certiPied
every Pive years. The requirements are quite chal‐
lenging. On 28 August, the BCG announced their
approval of the renewal package submitted this
past April by William J. Zehner, CGSM, of Bay
County. Florida.
✣

Web Site Draws Visitors
from Across the U. S.

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of the month. Membership
dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CGSM. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.
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