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On the Trail of Our Ancestors

Getting-Started Seminar a Smashing Success
All photos in this issue by Ron Young

Our annual seminar on 3 October 2009 for beginners (and those needing a tune-up) was our best
seminar ever by any measure.
Thanks to great preparation by seminar chair Judy
Bennett and a great effort by our new publicity chair,
Diana Cochran, we drew 59 attendees, up 69 per cent
from last year. Special discounts for non-members
wishing to join the Society resulted in 17 new memberships, also a big increase from last year.
Researching ancestors is actually not difficult, and
can be great fun—once you know where to start and
what to do next. That was the task of our presenters
Judy Bennett, Fred Borg, Jody Herring, Mary K.

McGraw, Suzanne Strickland, and Bill Zehner. They
introduced first steps, technology, vital records, censuses, organization, and citations.
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Besides the main educational events with informative handouts, the lunch and
refreshments received rave
reviews. A large number of
door prizes, awarded during
breaks between presentations, was also very popular.
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seminar prompted your board to create a spring
seminar for intermediate-level researchers—something we have never tried before. More information
about that event can be found on pages 3-4.
✣

As always, The Panama
City News Herald was by far
the leading venue by which
our attendees learned of the
event, thanks particularly to
Linda Pazics Kleback’s
“Tracing Pasts” column, and
we want to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to both the News Herald staff and Linda for their
continuing support of this
increasingly-popular local
event.
We also wish to thank the
Bay County Public Library
and all the BCGS volunteers
whose assistance made this
event great: India Belisle,
Cindy D’Aurora, Joseph
D ’ A u r o r a , L i n d a D i llenschneider, Jo Hanson,
Jane Hinman, Carolyn Libben, Berniece Loper, Sally
Rinehart, Becky Saunders,
Suzanne Shay, Walter Sherman, Linda Sowell, Suzanne
Strickland, Marlene
Womack, and Ron Young.
The success of this year’s
Speakers Suzanne Strickland, Jody Herring, Judy
Bennett, Mary K. McGraw, Fred Borg, and Bill
Zehner presented a series of basic topics designed
to get attendees started off on the right foot.

President’s Message
Three years ago, I made some pretty bold assertions about the future of our Society and the direction I thought it should be heading. One year ago I
stated at our annual meeting in December that we
had made so much progress that I was pretty sure
that we would be unable to improve on that
achievement. Today it is time to step back and evaluate the progress of our Society over the past year.

Accomplishments in 2009
As impressive as our accomplishments have been
during the two previous years of this administration,
I am pleased to report that they have been dwarfed
by our progress during 2009.
Budget. We have three consecutive years with
small net incomes. We are cautiously optimistic
about another year in the black, but we won’t know
how we did in 2009 until early next year. Our seminars have made small profits in three of the last four
years.
“Genealogy After Hours,” a quarterly event initiated by Becky Saunders in 2007 and hosted by her
and the Bay County Public Library, continues to
draw good attendance and is now a quarterly event.
Programs Chair Mary K. McGraw has arranged
ten great new monthly programs this year featuring a
wide variety of speakers and topics. Monthly attendance is up significantly over last year.
Extraction projects. Noting that many of Bay
County’s local histories were not indexed, a major
new extraction project was initiated this year.
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Chaired by Judy Bennett, thirteen local histories
Donations to the Library. In addition to our
were indexed and the results were then merged into a
customary contributions to the genealogy collection
single index and uploaded to our Web site. Approxiof the Bay County Public Library, your Society domately 10,740 records resulted. This project is ongonated $1,040 for two new computers with special
ing, and when complete, the merged index will be
image-processing software to the Library for dedipublished in paper and donated to the Library.
cated use in the genealogy section of the new Library.
Transcribers included Nita Gibbons, Ruth Preston, Fred Borg, Bonnie Shipp, Judy Bennett, ReState of the Society. So what is the state of our
becca and Sherry Miller, Barbara Anderson, Diana
Society? Quite frankly, we accomplished more in the
Cochran, Elizabeth Crusan, Jo Hanson, and Lynne
first three years of this administration than I had
Siegfried. Sally Rinehart completed the marriage inimagined possible. Therefore, I doubt whether we
dex for 1942, containing about 1,800 records, and
can repeat this success again in the year ahead.
these have been merged onto our Web site.
However, it is definitely not time to rest. We must
continue to grow and reinvent our Society.
Our Annual Seminar in October, “On the Trail
of Our Ancestors,” was our best ever, drawing a reOutlook for 2010
cord 59 attendees - a 69 per cent increase over last
Our priorities for the coming year remain unyear. Attractive pricing gained us 17 new memberchanged: Education, preservation, and access. We
ships.
want to see more extracts, indexes, transcriptions,
and possibly even graphic images going on line. We
Our Web site continues to grow. We added three
have several projects ongoing in 2010, including our
new databases: A new survey of Gunlock Cemetery,
Marriage Records Index, the 1911 St. Andrews Asan online Index to the Brake Funeral Home Records,
sessments, and the local histories index, which we
and An Annotated Index to the Published Histories of
would like to complete this year.
Bay County. More than 12,000 records were added
this year, a 300 per cent increase over 2008.
We are looking for even more volunteers because
there remain very many important genealogical reMembership Our membership as of December
cords that have not yet been indexed. How would
2009 stood at 86 paid memberships, which included
you feel about making an important and visible con17 family memberships. Assuming at least two
tribution to your community?
members per family, our paid membership currently
includes 101 persons, a big increase over last year,
We want to expand our base of community servand is our fifth straight year of membership growth.
ices by offering research assistance to those wishing
to join lineage societies in the area. See pages 8-9.
First Families of Bay County awarded 98 certificates, including 83 County certificates and 15 reBill Zehner, President
searcher certificates. Fifty-four descendants and five
✣
researchers earned certificates, and we certified 16
new Bay County pioneers. That compares favorably
with the achievements of the Florida State Genealogical Society, which awarded 93 certificates, including just 25 county certificates and six researcher
The Bay County Genealogical Society staff will
certificates in the entire state of Florida, which conpresent an intermediate-level seminar on 21 March
tains 67 counties.
2010. Four timely topics will be presented focusing

Spring Seminar Planned
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on using the Internet for genealogical research. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. at the Bay County Public Library Meeting Room, 898 West 11th Street,
Panama City, Florida. Presentations will run from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. with an hour for lunch.
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Surnames Being Researched

Everyone is invited. Cost is $20 if pre-registered
by 14 March 2010. Discounts available to BCGS
members. Prices include lunch, juice, bottled water,
coffee, and pastry, plus handouts. For more information, please contact Suzanne at
Suzshay@bellsouth.net or (850) 235-4848, or visit
www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs/seminar for more details, a seminar outline, and a registration form. Seating is limited, so please register early.
✣

Welcome New Members
By Judy Bennett

Special discounts offered to new members at our
fall seminar produced 17 new memberships, four of
which are families. That brings our total paid membership to 86. Please welcome our new members
when you see them at our next meeting.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alan and Sharon Bosse
Davie Doescher
Ann Evans
Phyllis A. Hamilton
Angela Holliman
Ronald L. and Ann M. Jones
Ann Klomps
Irene Letchworth
Bruce H. and Carolyn R. Lloyd
Pattie Menchion
Margaret Merckle
Sandy Miller
Katherine Nerret
Bob Rawley
Harry A. and Barbara Sanders
Sheri Swickard
Edward Wood
✣

By Judy Bennett

Sarah Sapp is searching for ancestors in Florida
and Georgia. If you are researching any of these
names, or have information about them, please contact Sarah at 10834 E. Hwy 388, Youngstown, FL
32466 or sapphummer@comcast.net
• HOLMES in Millville, Bay Co., Florida, 1863
to present
• PARKER in Sycamore and Tifton, Georgia,
1800 to present
• ROSS in Sycamore, Georgia, 1800 to present
and in Youngstown, Bay Co., Florida, 1900 to
present
• SAPP in Chipley, Washington Co., Florida,
1800 to present
✣

Coming Events
Elmer's Genealogy Library Collection
By Elmer C. Spear

January 16, 2010: Elmer C. Spear will travel
here from Madison, Florida, to tell us all about Elmer's Genealogy Library Collection there. This Library is scheduled to be merged early next year with
the Huxford Genealogical Library in Homerville,
Georgia. Following the merger, the new library will
be the finest private genealogical library in the
southeastern United States.

Genealogy After Hours
With Becky Saunders

January 21, 2010: Becky and the Bay County
Public Library staff will open the Library from 5 to 8
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p.m. for genealogists wishing to do family research.
Beginners will receive a beginners’ information
packet and assistance from the staff. Reservations are
required. Please call 850-522-2130 to reserve a seat.
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Confederates to Brazil
By Lenda McCain

February 20, 2010: Lenda McCain will present
a talk on the the Confederates who went to Brazil.

Spring Seminar
By the BCGS staff

March 20, 2010: Our spring seminar for intermediates will be presented from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
by the BCGS staff.

The Icarians
By Sally Rinehart

April 17, 2010: Sally Rinehart will present her
research on the Icarians.
✣

Fall Programs
The Local History Room Collection
at the Bay County Public Library

Top: Becky shows Shelia Banks, Sarah Sapp, and
Katherine Nerret how to use the Libraryʼs online
resources in the Local History Room. Middle:
Members Katherine Nerret, Bill Zehner, Joan Potter, and Jane Hinman marvel at the Libraryʼs original Sanborn Fire Insurance maps. Bottom: Scrapbook collection of the Memorial Dedication for Lt.
Gorbet.

Presented by Becky Saunders

October 17, 2009: Becky Saunders, Local History Specialist and Genealogy Specialist of Bay
County's Public Library, gave us a guided tour of this
remarkable collection. In addition to the many
printed volumes, including local histories, biographies, newspapers, maps, and charts, the Room contains a wonderful collection of early original manuscripts, tax records, expense journals from early local
businesses, voter registration lists, a large photo collection, and artwork from local authors and artists.
There are also many valuable, one-of-a-kind artifacts from the local area. Because of the fragile nature of many pieces and the fact that they are irre-

placeable, this room is sequestered from the rest of
the Library and traffic in the area is closely monitored.
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membership services as her primary task. In addiBecky also showed us many examples of her pertion, however, she has served during the past year as
sonal favorite items in the collection, such as a
the chair of the budget and finance committee, the
scrapbook prepared prior to the Memorial Dedicaextractions committee, and the fall beginners’ semition for Lt. Edwin Leroy Gorbet in 2005. Lt. Gorbet
nar. All of these areas are especially vital to our opapparently gave his life to save the lives of others,
erations, and their success has been due largely to
particularly the students at Jinks Junior High School.
Judy’s persistent efforts this year.
When his F86D Sabre Jet caught fire while flying
over the School on 28 September 1953, he chose to
Following a brief review of our progress for the
fly the plane away from the School rather than save
year by the president, Suzanne Shay (below) prehis own life by ejecting. The hand-written remembrances of many local residents are preserved in the
scrapbook.

Coming of the Pilgrims
by Mary K. McGraw

November 21, 2009: Mary K. McGraw stepped
in to pinch hit for Sally Rinehart who was unable to
make our November presentation due to illness. On
very short notice, Mary K. researched a topic especially appropriate for the season and created an excellent presentation that was very well received by a
large crowd.

Annual Christmas Program

sented a short pictorial review of many of the old
hotels, motels, wharfs, and other buildings from Bay
County’s past. The show was narrated by historian
Marlene Womack.
Then our staff presented our annual Christmas
program with short stories, a Christmas-tree orna-

By the BCGS staff

December 18, 2009: The President’s Citation for
2009 was awarded to Judy Bunting Bennett (above)
for service beyond the call of duty. Judy has been a
Society member and board member for many years
and has served in a variety of offices. She is currently the Society’s second vice-president with

ment exchange, and a potpourri of tasty pastries
(above) and snacks specially selected for their historical and seasonal importance. Those attending
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Web Site Renovated
By William Zehner, Web master

Bama Young and Cindy DʼAurora particularly enjoyed the stories of Christmases past because
they brought back cherished childhood memories.

were invited to share a short story of their favorite
memory about a Christmas past.
✣

Extractions
By Judy Bennett, Extractions Chair

BCGS wants to make more local records available on our Web page. Would you
consider taking on a project?
There are books to index that can
be checked out; books to be
worked on in the library; and
births, marriages, deaths from the
Panama City Pilot that may be accessed at home on the Internet.
Thomas Jefferson once wrote in a letter to a friend
dated 18 Feb 1791, “The lost cannot be recovered;
but let us save what remains; not by vaults and locks
which fence them from the public eye and use, in
consigning them to the waste of time, but by such a
multiplication of copies as shall place them beyond
the reach of accident.”
✣

Your Web master has been very busy during the
past three months. If you have visited our Web site
recently you probably noticed it has been refurbished
and expanded. The navigation panel has been expanded and reorganized more logically. New pages
have been added, including photo review pages for
our 2008 and 2009 seminars and our 2009 First
Families of Bay County Certification event that was
hosted this past June by the Historical Society of Bay
County.
Our organization page now sports a great photo of
our board of directors, and our members page now
contains a group photo of about half of our current
membership. We have a new point of contact for the
site, Mary K. McGraw.
We added two new databases: a brand-new survey
of the Gunlock Cemetery in the Pinelog Community
completed by Suzanne Shay and an online version of
the Brake Funeral Home Records Index that had
been extracted back in 1993 by our Society members. Attractive new photos of the unindexed histories of Bay County were added to the Annotated Index to the Published Histories of Bay County, Florida page.
Adding to our existing databases, we merged the
recently transcribed index to Bay County Marriages
for 1942. Judy Bennett’s index to Tides: Growing Up
On St. Andrew Bay was merged into our Local Histories Index, and a portion of Tommy Smith’s History
of Bay County From the Beginning (a work in progress by Lynn Siegfried) was also added.
Our site continues to improve, and it has averaged
about 400 visits per month over the past year.
✣
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Queries
We receive queries from time to time from those
needing information or guidance in their family
searches. In November we received a request for a
photo of the tombstone of the Rev. William Croman,
who died in 1933. Unfortunately, he was not listed in
our online merged index to Bay County cemeteries.
That seemed strange, because he was a noted pioneer
of Bay County, having founded Cromanton. However, Becky discovered his listing in the Local History Room’s paper copy of the Lynn Haven Cemetery survey. Why the entry was missing from the online version was a mystery.
One of our members volunteered to photograph
the stone, which turned out to be in very good condition, and was easily readable. Later, a careful examination of the paper copy revealed that, inexplicably,
the entire “I” section of the Lynn Haven Cemetery
had been omitted from the electronic file that had
been used to create our merged index.
That discovery mandated an extraction of all
those entries in the “I” section of the paper copy,
amounting to about 160 individuals. As soon as the
new transcript is vetted, it will be merged into the
master index and uploaded to our Web site.
In a separate incident, a Youngstown member reported a misspelling of the name of one of her relatives who had been interred in the Millville Cemetery. She also indicated that another of her relatives
who was interred there was not listed in our index at
all. Since the individual was buried long before our
Society did the survey, the listing should have been
there.
Further inspection showed that a significant number of stones in the “D” section of Millville Cemetery had somehow been missed. A Society volunteer
resurveyed that section and discovered about 40
missing individuals. Their names will be added to
the merged online index and uploaded.
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We encourage everyone to report errors and omissions in our online databases, because that is the only
mechanism we have to discover and correct them.
✣

Membership Renewal Time!
If a $ sign appears on your address label of
this issue, your dues are delinquent. Please
tender payment immediately so you won’t
miss any issues of The County Line.
Please mail your check or money order for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

Electronic Newsletter
Delivery Coming
Beginning with the April 2010 issue, The
County Line will be available optionally by
email in PDF format. Advantages include fullcolor photos and quicker delivery, and it will
save the Society some money.
If you wish to switch to electronic delivery,
please email the editor at Lyzehner@
knology.net

Lineage Society Researchers Sought
In addition to our own First Families of Bay
County certification program, Bay County has three
other active lineage societies: the St. Andrews Bay
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution; the
Panama City, Florida, Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution; and the Confederate Salts Works Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.
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These societies typically require quite rigorous
evidence of descent from a soldier who served in the
American Revolution or in the Confederate States of
America in order for an applicant to be accepted for
membership. Several Bay County residents would
like to join but do not have the necessary skills to
complete the requisite research.
One of our Society’s charter members, Barbara
Walker Winge, passed away 19 October 2009. She
BCGS would like to establish a list of members
was an active member serving in several positions on
who might be willing to assist those folks in their
our board over the years. She created indexes from a
research—either for a fee or pro bono. It would be a
number of area publications including the St. Anvaluable service to the community and one that is
drews Buoy births, marriages, and deaths for 1893very appropriate to our mission. It is also a great way
1910; and St. Andrews Bay News births and deaths
to sharpen your research skills. For more informafor 1916-1934.
tion, please contact the editor at

BSGS Loses a Founding Member

Lyzehner@knology.net.
✣

New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
9 December 2009

Florida
Northwest Coast Baptist Association :
"an historical perspective" : 75th
anniversary 19342009, Abberger,
Nancy Hardy — FL Gen R 286 NOR
New England
The New England historical and genealogi
cal register, Waters, Henry F. (Henry
Fritz‐Gilbert). Genealogical gleanings in
England — Gen R 929.3 NEW
United States
The Peckham family, Peckham, Charles
Wesley, Sr. — Gen R 929.42 PEC
✣

She became a Certified Genealogical Records
SpecialistSM in 1987 and was a member of the Confederate Salt Works Chapter of the United Daughters
of the Confederacy. She also volunteered for a number of local groups, including the Greater Panama
City Dog Fanciers, P.A.W.S., and the Bay County
Humane Society.
✣

First Families of Bay
County
By Becky Saunders

Those wishing to submit applications for First
Families of Bay County Certificates are reminded
that the deadline for submissions for the 2010
awards ceremony is 31 January 2010. Revisions, if
any, must be submitted by 30 April to be eligible for
the annual June awards ceremony.
This is a great way to preserve a detailed record
of your ancestry for your children and grandchildren.
It’s also a great way to learn more about your own
place in the human family.
✣
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Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of the month. Membership
dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
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The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
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