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The Bay County Genealogical Society and the Bay
County Public Library Support the 23rd Population
Census of the United States
All photos in this issue by Ron Young

Article 1, Section 2 of the U. S. Constitution includes the phrase: “[An] Enumeration shall be made
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they
shall by Law direct.”
The first national population census was conducted in 1790. The intent was to give lawmakers an
accurate picture of the citizenry. However, genealogists are an unintended beneficiary of the enumerations, because they contain some of the most valuable family information to be found anywhere.

Collecting the census data takes several months,
but the data are to be recorded as of a particular day,
called the “census day.”
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The 1790 census was recorded as of 2 August, but
census day has varied over the years. Census day for
2010 will be 1 April.
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Technology Seminar
Genealogy by Internet

Your Society has not presented an intermediatelevel seminar for genealogists in quite a while. But the
large and growing attendance
at our beginners events and
monthly programs persuaded
the board to host a collection
of timely topics aimed at
those who have already mastered the first steps in family
research and are ready for
some more advanced fare.
Seminar chair Suzanne
Shay has put together a great
program with timely topics
and a tasty lunch. We already
know its going to be a big
winner, because all seats
were sold out by the first
week in March.

Becky Saunders, above, genealogy specialist of
the Bay County Library, received attractive “Census
2010” bags from the census bureau and distributed
some to our members.
BCGS member Katherine
Nerret, right, who will be a
census enumerator this year,
was on hand at our February
meeting to answer questions
from the audience.

Topics to be presented
will include “Googling for
Genealogists” with Fred
Borg, “Using Technology:
Scanning, Digitizing, and
Creating PDF’s” with Jody
Herring, “Building a Family
Tree” with Judy Bennett and
Suzanne Shay, and “Genealogy Blogs” with Mary K. McGraw
The seminar will be held at the Bay County Public Library, 898 West Eleventh Street, Panama City,
on 21 March 2010 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Speakers (top to bottom) Fred Borg, Jody Herring,
Judy Bennett, and Mary K, McGraw are on tap to
present our Internet and technology seminar.
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Families of Bay County lineage certification program have inspired new interest in family history
throughout the County.

President’s Message

The Best of Times, The Worst of
Times ...

Nearly all Americans are suffering to some degree
or other from fallout resulting from the recent
housing/real estate bubble. Vastly overpaid leaders of
our banking, finance, construction, automotive, energy production, and other industries were seduced
by huge profits made possible by cheap credit via the
Federal Reserve System. Many younger families that
had no previous experience with deflationary periods
thought there was no limit to the amount they could
spend on houses and cars.
These are serious problems and will likely continue for quite some time, because there are still
huge inventories of houses, cars, and just about
every other product one can think of. Probably everyone reading this column has a friend or family
member who has lost a job or a house.
Far less serious, but very sad nevertheless, many
non-profit groups throughout the nation, including
our own Society and our own Library are suffering
from the greed of those who did not think clearly
about the dangerous potential long-term outcomes of
their poor choices.
However, I am very pleased to report that our Society is sailing against this wind valiantly. Our membership continues to grow. Paid memberships have
nearly tripled in the past five years. Since we now
have family memberships that always have at least
two members, we currently have well in excess of
110 members, a majority of whom are active in our
various programs.
Innovative changes to our services, including
new extraction programs, growing online databases,
expanded news coverage in our newsletter, expanded
coverage of coming and past events on our Web site,
increased seminar productions, and our new First

Our success to date is very encouraging. However, in some ways, it has created new challenges.
Our attendance at monthly meetings has increased so
much that, had it not been for the new Library building, we would have been unable to accommodate the
large crowds. Recent seminars have been oversubscribed—something that has never happened before.
Our membership committee is having to upgrade our
registration process and our membership tracking
software.
Our revenues are healthy, and we will soon be
able to increase our support of the genealogical portion of the Bay County Library acquisitions program,
which has been severely crippled by the economic
fallout. However, it is definitely not time to rest. We
must continue to grow and reinvent our Society and
the ways it serves its mission in the County.
Acoustic System. We have received many complaints from seminar evaluation sheets as well as
those attending regular meetings about the difficulty
of hearing speakers in the Library meeting room. We
are experimenting with several mechanisms to connect our speakers to the room speaker system. We
currently have three new wireless units available for
those speakers who are not blessed with booming
voices. The challenge now is to convince these folks
to use the wireless microphones, because most
speakers do not particularly like to use them.
Thanks for listening.
Bill Zehner, President
✣

4

The County Line

Volume 29, Number 2, April 2010

Coming Events

Spring Programs

Confederates to Brazil

Elmer's Genealogy Library Collection

By Lenda McCain

April 17, 2010: Lenda McCain will present a talk
on the the Confederates who went to Brazil.

By Elmer C. Spear

Genealogy After Hours
With Becky Saunders

April 15, 2010: Becky and the Bay County Public Library staff will open the Library from 5 to 8
p.m. for genealogists wishing to do family research.
Beginners will receive a beginners’ information
packet and assistance from the staff. Reservations are
required. Please call 850-522-2130 to reserve a seat.

How to Research at the Bay County
Courthouse
By Bill Kinsaul
Bay County Clerk of Court and Comptroller

May 15, 2010: Those who find themselves doing
research in county courthouses will get the inside
story from the man who set up Bay County’s excellent online databases. Mr. Kinsaul will tell us all
about the kinds of records of interest to genealogists
that are maintained by the County; where they are,
and how to get access to them.

Were Any of Your Ancestors Cult
Members?
By Sally Rinehart

June 19, 2010: Sally Rinehart will present her
research on the Icarians.
July: No program; closed.
August: No program; closed. Gone fishing.
✣

January 16, 2010: Elmer C. Spear drove all the
way over from Madison, Florida, to tell us all about
Elmer's Genealogy Library Collection there. His
library is currently being boxed up to be moved to
Homerville, Georgia and merged with the Huxford
Genealogical Library there. Following the merger,
the new library will be the finest private genealogical
library in the southeastern United States.
Mr. Spear told us about his life-long mission to
collect and make available as many limited-edition
books and manuscripts as he could locate. His presentation featured photographs of the many books and
other items in his Library over the years.
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Copying and Preserving Old Photos
By Bill Zehner

lenses was included.

February 2010: The largest crowd ever to attend
one of our monthly presentations, estimated at 54
people, showed up for our February event. There
they learned many helpful techniques for protecting
their precious heirloom family photographs and
documents from a variety of threats including exposure to light, effects of storage materials and conditions, and catastrophic events.
Two basic approaches to copying photos were
discussed in detail: scanning and copying with a
camera. A short discussion of some retouching techniques that can be accomplished with special camera

Surprisingly, several of those present had quite a
bit of experience with the techniques discussed. At
least two professional photographers who teach
scanning, copying, repair and restoration workshops
in north Florida were present: Ford and Bambi Bond.
Both reported that they found the presentation enlightening and beneficial.

Spring Seminar
By the BCGS staff

March 20, 2010: Our spring seminar for intermediates will be presented from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at the Bay County Public Library. By the first week
of March all available seats had been sold out. Details will be reported in the next issue.
✣
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The 13th
Genealogy
After Hours

April 15, 2010 5:00 pm  8:00 pm
Do YOUR family research
without interruption during closed hours
with assistance from staff.
Beginners will receive a beginners packet
and assistance from staff. Bring your Family information
with you so you can research YOUR family.

Bay County Public Library

898 W. 11th Street

Reservations required.
Please call
(850) 522-2130
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genealogical resources of Bay County, Florida!

First Families of Bay
County Certification
Awards

To Be Presented at the 69th annual
Pioneer Picnic
The third annual celebration and recognition of
some very special descendants of Bay County pioneers will be hosted again this year by the Historical
Society of Bay County. Those receiving certificates
have met the highest standards of genealogical
documentation required by our Society.
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This section replaces the former Bay County
GenWeb site.

News from the Past
The notice above appeared in an unknown edition

Last year we certified 16 new Bay County pioneers, 57 descendants, and five researchers at the
Pioneer Picnic. Those pioneers will also be featured
in volume 2 of The Heritage of Bay County, to be
published this summer. This year we expect to present a smaller number of certificates. The exact
numbers are not known as we go to press, because
many applications are still involved in the review
and approval process.
This gala event will be hosted by the Historical
Society as part of their 69th annual Pioneer Picnic, to
be held on 5 June this year at the Grace Presbyterian
Church, 1415 Airport Road, Panama City, beginning
at 11:00 a.m.
✣

Web master's Report
By William Zehner

Researchers interested in Bay County ancestors,
especially those applying for First Families of Bay
County certification are invited to view the brand
new section on our Web page called the “Bay County
Research Gateway.” There you will find a well organized and complete set of links to all the known

of the Panama City Pilot. John Henry Laird is a certified Bay County Pioneer.
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Lineage Society Researchers Sought
In addition to our own First Families of Bay
County certification program, Bay County has three
other active lineage societies: the St. Andrews Bay
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution; the
Panama City, Florida, Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution; and the Confederate Salts Works Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.
These societies typically require quite rigorous
evidence of descent from a soldier who served in the
American Revolution or in the Civil War in order for
an applicant to be accepted for membership. Several
Bay County residents would like to join but do not
have the necessary skills to complete the requisite
research.
BCGS would like to establish a list of members
who might be willing to assist those folks in their
research—either for a fee or pro bono. It would be a
valuable service to the community and one that is
very appropriate to our mission. It is also a great way
to sharpen your research skills. For more information
about our lineage societies assistance program,
please contact the editor at Lyzehner@knology.net.
For more information about the NSDAR, please
visit its Web site at http://fssdarchapters.org/
standrewsbay/ or contact Jeanette K. Howell at 805785-6507 or email her at pjkh@comcast.net.
For more information about the SAR, visit its
Web site at www.cant-wait-tech.com/Default.aspx?
alias=www.cant-wait-tech.com/pcsar or contact Walter Sherman at 850-769-0921
For more information about the UDC, visit its
Web site at www.hqudc.org/ or contact Jeanette
Howell.
✣
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
9 March 2010

Florida
Northwest Coast Baptist Association :
"an historical perspective" : 75th
anniversary 19342009, Abberger,
Nancy Hardy — FL Gen R 286 NOR
Alabama
A Brief History Of Baldwin County, Comings, L.J.
Newcomb. — AL Gen R 976.1 COM
Florida
History Of Pasco County Florida, Hendley, J.A. — FL
Gen R 975.969 HEN
The Crown Jewel : Fabulous Families Of Old Pensa
cola / Celia Myrover Robinson., Robinson, Celia
Myrover — FL Gen R 975.999 ROB
Georgia
Georgia Newspaper Clippings, Dooly County Ex
tracts, Evans, Tad — GA Gen R 929.3758 EVA
Georgia Newspaper Clippings, Dooly County Ex
tracts, Evans, Tad — GA Gen R 929.3758 EVA
Georgia Newspaper Clippings, Stewart County Ex
tracts, 18311889, Evans, Tad — GA Gen R
929.3758 EVA
Georgia Newspaper Clippings, Tattnall County Ex
tracts, 18121891, Evans, Tad — GA Gen R
929.3758 EVA
Georgia Newspaper Clippings, Telfair County Ex
tracts, 18101892, Evans, Tad — GA Gen R
929.3758 EVA
A Pictorial History Of Alma And Bacon County,
Georgia Vol. Two., — GA Gen R 929.3758 PIC
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The Boys Of The Fifth : Historical Sketch And Roster
Louisa And Louisa County, Cooke, Pattie Gordon
Of The Ga 5th Infantry Regiment, Rigdon, John
Pavlansky — VA Gen R 929.3755 COO
— GA Gen R 973.7 RIG
Virginia : The New Dominion, Dabney, Virginius,
Georgia Governor And Council Journals 1780 : Civil
1901‐ — VA Gen R 975.5 DAB
War In The Ceded Lands, Warren, Mary Bondu‐
✣
rant. — GA Gen R 975.8 WAR
Alumni Directory 2005, Georgia Institute of Tech‐
nology. Alumni Association. — Gen R 371.8
GEO
U. S. General
Like A Straight Pine Tree; Stories Of Reconstruction
Days In Alabama And Florida, 18851971,
Avant, D. A., 1885‐ — Gen R 917.59 AVA
Genealogical Resources Of The Civil War Era : On
line And Published Military Or Civilian Name
Lists, 18611869, & PostWar Veteran Lists,
Dollarhide, William. — Gen R 929.1 DOL
The New England Historical And Genealogical Reg
ister, Waters, Henry F. (Henry Fritz‐Gilbert).
Genealogical gleanings in England. — Gen R
929.3 NEW
The New England Historical And Genealogical Reg
ister, Waters, Henry F. (Henry Fritz‐Gilbert).
Genealogical gleanings in England. — Gen R
929.3 NEW
The Peckham Family, Peckham, Charles Wesley, Sr.
— Gen R 929.42 PEC
The Peckham Family, Corrected Index, Peckham,
Charles Wesley, Sr. — Gen R 929.42 PEC
The Royal Descents Of 500 Immigrants To The
American Colonies Or The United States Who
Were Themselves Notable Or Left Descendants
Notable In American History, Roberts, Gary
Boyd — Gen R 929.7 ROB
The Old Irish Of New England, Cahill, Robert Ellis.
— Gen R 973.049162 CAH
South Carolina
Around Iva South Carolina., — SC Gen R 975.7
ARO
Virginia
The Randolphs Of Virginia, Daniels, Jonathan,
1902‐ — VA Gen R 929.2 DAN

First Families of Bay
County
By Becky Saunders

Those wishing to submit applications for First
Families of Bay County Certificates are reminded
that the deadline for submissions for the June 2011
awards ceremony is 31 January 2011. Revisions, if
any, must be submitted by 30 April 2011 to be eligible for the annual June awards ceremony.
This is a great way to preserve a detailed record
of your ancestry for your children and grandchildren.
It’s also a great way to learn more about your own
place in the human family.
✣

Membership Renewal Time!
If a $ sign appears on your address label of
this issue, your dues are delinquent. Please
tender payment immediately so you won’t
miss any issues of The County Line.
Please mail your check or money order for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of the month. Membership
dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CGSM. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.
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