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Who DO You Think You Are?
Getting Started Seminar Scheduled for October 9
Seminar chair Judy Bennett has assembled an
entirely new group of speakers with entirely new
topics for our fall event, which will be held October
9, 2010 at the Bay County Public Library meeting
room from 9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
Topics will include “Beginnings” presented by
Elizabeth Crusan, “Military Records” presented by
Janice Cronan, “Cemetery Records” presented by
Marlene Womack, and “Using Our Local Library for
Genealogy Research,” by Rebecca Saunders.
The cost is just $15 for BCGS members and $20
for non-members. Special savings are available to
non-members who wish to join the Society at the
same time: $25 includes the seminar plus a one-year
Society membership good through December 31,
2011—a $40 value. Prices include a fantastic lunch,
soft drinks, coffee, snacks, and session handouts.
Door prizes will be awarded throughout the day.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Please remember to
bring a sweater as we are not always able to control
the room temperature.

Our beginners seminar this past March was so
popular that we actually had to turn people away at
the door. That demonstrated that a second seminar
this year would be a good idea.

This is a great way to jump-start (or re-awaken)
your family research. You will meet others who
share your interests and frustrations. You will also
meet many seasoned local genealogists who may be
able to help you save time and avoid errors. See the
registration form on page 6.
✣
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President’s Message
On August 5 I received an email that I have been
dreading for years.
For the past 19 years Linda Kleback has been
writing a weekly column for northwest Florida genealogists called “Tracing Pasts” in the Panama City
News Herald. Her articles have always been fresh,
timely, interesting, and educational. She has always
been very supportive of our BCGS seminars and
monthly programs, especially during those periods in
the bad old days when the News Herald, under a different editor, was not overly interested in publishing
local news. We have a considerable amount of historical evidence indicating that her articles were very
widely anticipated and read throughout the area.
Surveys conducted during our seminars consistently
showed that the News Herald (and presumably, her
column) was the most commonly cited source of
"how I found out about this seminar" by a large margin.
Linda is a founding member of our Society,
served on our board in various capacities including
president and newsletter editor, and was long ago
awarded a life membership in the Society. She remained active on our board until she and her family
moved to Maryland four years ago. Even after relocating, she continued to write her column, which
made me very happy.
But I knew that all good things must come to an
end sooner or later. And on August 5 Linda an-

That created a serious problem for a couple of
reasons. For one, our Society needs a public presence, and it has a very limited advertising budget.
For another, our charter almost screams for us to
continue the column. If you haven’t looked at out
bylaws lately, here are a few of our objectives:
1. To promote interest in genealogy.
2. To provide educational opportunities to citizens of Bay County,
Florida, and surrounding areas in
genealogical research methodology.
6. To publish genealogical news
and historical information in a periodical newsletter and any other
publication as directed by the membership.
Did you hear that? Number six almost mandates
our participation.
So much for motivation. What about execution?
Diana Cochran, our publicity chair, Jan Waddy, and I
held a series of email conversations in which Jan
suggested that a monthly column would be acceptable. A quick poll of the board indicated that no one
wanted the job. I then initiated an emergency meeting of the board by email in which I proposed that
the Society assume administration of the column,
and that board members take turns either writing the
articles, editing them, and/or providing ideas for articles. This notion appealed to several board members.
I further offered to write an initial article while we
worked out the details for future articles.
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Cawthon and his descendants. The Cawthon family
migrated from England near the end of the sevenAt our September board meeting, we created a
teenth century into Virginia. Some family members
new committee called “Tracing Pasts” with Mary K.
moved into South Carolina. Subsequent generation
McGraw as chair. I encourage every member who
moved into Georgia, and later, into south Alabama
has a topic idea for an article, or who would like to
where Dothan now stands. One family descendant
write an article, or to serve as a copy editor to connamed William became a resident of Walton County
tact Mary K. for more information. I see this as a yet
and was taken prisoner at Pensacola during the War
another great opportunity for this Society to reach
for Southern Independence by General Alexander
out and serve the community.
Asboth, who will be remembered by those attending
Bill Zehner, President
✣

our September meeting as the Union’s commanding
officer at the Battle of Marianna.

Annual Meeting

Coming Events
Researching My Bay County Pioneer Family
By Jody Herring

October 16, 2010: Jody Herring will discuss his
research leading to the discovery, documentation,
and certification of nine of his wife's Bay County
pioneering ancestors

Genealogy After Hours

December 18, 2010: Our bylaws require election
of officers and directors at our annual meeting in
even-numbered years, which means we will hold
elections and induction of officers for the 2011-2012
term. The nominating committee will present a list of
candidates, and nominations also will be accepted
from the floor. That will be followed by the president's citation, recognition of some very special
long-term members of this Society, and the state of
the Society address. Following that brief business
agenda we will have our Christmas party. Please
bring a tree ornament to exchange.
✣

With Becky Saunders

October 21, 2010: Becky and the Bay County
Public Library staff will open the Library from 5 to 8
p.m. for genealogists wishing to do family research.
Beginners will receive a beginners’ information
packet and assistance from the staff. Reservations are
required, and there are not many spaces left. Please
call 850-522-2130 to reserve a seat.

William Cawthon and His Descendants
By Sarah McSwain and Linda Clark

November 20, 2010: Sarah McSwain and Linda
Clark will present the fascinating story of William

Summer Programs
July and August: No program; closed.

Battle Of Marianna
Presented by Stan Peacock of The Gulf State
Guards. and his many associates

September 18, 2010: At the September meeting
we were privileged to have the Gulf State Guards
2nd FL Co. F, CSA Infantry, a Civil War Reenactment group, for our program.
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Their presentation was on the Battle of Marianna,
which they will be re-enacting next weekend during
Marianna Days.
It was a significant battle fought in the streets of
Marianna on September 27, 1864. Marianna at the
time was an important supply depot and mustering
center for Confederate militia and reserves. By late

A widow accuses a Marianna soldier, who had
switched his allegiance to the Union side, of
causing her husband’s death by showing the Union forces a back way into Marianna, thereby
allowing them to surprise the Confederates. Photos by Ron Young
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1864, it was the largest Northwest Florida town still
in Confederate hands.
Stan Peacock introduced the group (above), and
an overview of the battle was presented. Each presenter was dressed in period pieces, and soldiers
were equipped with exact replicas of wearing apparel, equipment, and weapons used by both sides.
Then each presenter gave us a little background of
their persona and told us what their persona did during the battle. In addition they discussed uniforms
and the various weapons used by the soldiers. Their
stories brought home the pain and agony of life during those troubled times here in the South.
It was an interesting program, as each presenter
was well versed on the history and background of the
Battle. In addition, they brought up the subject of
revisionist history and how it impacts our perception
of the past.
✣
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However, we still need more volunteers who like
to write or who have topic ideas. I am excited about
this new adventure and I know you all will help
make it a great success.
Pasts”
✣

New Committee Formed
by Board
BCGS to Take Over “Tracing
Column
By Mary K. McGraw

Linda Kleback recently stepped down after writing her popular weekly “Tracing Pasts” column for
19 years. The News Herald wanted to continue the
column at monthly intervals, but was unable to identify an individual willing and able to step up to the
plate. After an extended period of brainstorming, we
hit upon the idea of attacking the problem as a team.
Several board members and several non-board members came forward and volunteered to write at least
one article per year, and others volunteered to provide either topic ideas or serve as copy editors. It
also turned out that at least four Society members
have previous experience editing various newsletters
and other publications.
At publication time for this issue of The County
Line, we already have the following volunteers on
this committee:
Volunteer

Task

Judy Bennett

article

Diana Cochran

article

Jane Hinman

article

Ann Jones

proof reader

Mary K. McGraw

chairman

Sarah Sapp

proof reader

Becky Saunders

article

Suzanne Shay

ideas

Suzanne Strickland

article

Bill Zehner

article

BCGS Steps in
to Support Our
Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
BCGS Library Chair

This year has been a difficult one financially for
many people and businesses across the nation. It has
also been difficult for many state and local government agencies. Of particular concern to Panhandle
genealogists, the Bay County Public Library has
been forced to cut back their purchasing budget because of the economic turmoil. The genealogy collection budget was heavily cut.
In May, our board voted to donate $1000 toward
purchases of new books and equipment for the Library’s genealogical section. I was charged with
bringing a list of most need items to the June meeting. The board approved my list without changes in
June, and most of the resulting titles have been received and are already on the shelves. A list of new
books, about two-thirds of which were purchased by
the BCGS may be found on page 9 of this edition.

✣

For the latest updates, check our Web site at
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/seminar

For questions, contact Judy at
judybennett@knology.net or (850) 215-1579.

Registration deadline EXTENDED TO 4 OCTOBER! 2010.
Seating is strictly limited to 60, so please register early.

Please make checks payable to the Bay County Genealogical Society
and mail to:
Bay County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

If a member, I prefer to receive my newsletter by (choose one)
! ____ postal mail
! ____ email

attend the seminar (A $40 value. Membership good through 31 Dec
2011)
! I want to register ___ additional BCGS family members at $15
each.
Prices include lunch, drinks, snacks, and session handouts.

! $15 - I’m a BCGS member
! $20 - I’m not a BCGS member
! $25 - I’d like to join the BCGS as a new individual member AND

Name _____________________________________________
Mailing Address ________________________________________
City _______________________________________________
State________________________ Zip __________________
Phone (
) ______________________________________
Email Address ______________________________________
Date ______________________________________________

9 October 2010
Bay County Public Library
Panama City, Florida

0#)(12(3)&(4#5-6(3)&(78$9(
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We look forward to seeing you there.

This is a great way to jump-start (or re-awaken) your family research.
You will meet others who share your interests and frustrations. You will
also meet many seasoned local genealogists who may be able to help
you save time and avoid errors.

Admission price includes a fantastic lunch, drinks, coffee, snacks, and
session handouts. Door prizes will be awarded throughout the day.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Please remember to bring a sweater as
we are not always able to control the room temperature.

1:00 p.m.–1:50 p.m. - Cemetery Records with Marlene Womack
2:00 p.m.–2:50 p.m. - Using Our Local Library for Genealogy
Research with Rebecca Saunders
2:50 p.m.–3:00 p.m. - Complete evaluations & closing remarks

12:00 p.m.–12:50 p.m. - Lunch

9:30 a.m.–9:50 a.m. - Registration
9:50 a.m.–10:00 a.m. - Welcome & announcements
10:00 a.m.–10:50 a.m. - Beginnings with Elizabeth Crusan
11:00 a.m.–11:50 a.m. - Military Records with Janice Cronan

!"#$%&'$()*(+,$-./(

Registration Form
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ing in November. Additional nominations may be
made from the floor at the annual meeting in December.

Nominating Committee
Named for 2010 Elections

This year’s nominating committee was elected by
the members present at our September meeting.
Committee members are Phyllis Hamilton (chairperson), Janice Cronan, and Jane Hinman. Feel free to
chat with any of these individuals for more information.
For those who do not wish to serve as an officer,
but might like to serve on a committee—whether as
chair or not—please talk to one of our board members or nominating committee members. We prefer
to involve lots of people so that no one person gets
overloaded and burned out.
Serving on our board or one of our committees is
a great way to make a meaningful contribution to
family historians in northwest Florida. I invite you to
seriously consider how you can serve. Duties of the
various offices are described in our bylaws, which
you can examine here:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/bylaws.html.
Ask not what your Society can do for you. Ask
what you can do for your Society.
✣

How will anyone be able to say “no” to these
charming members of our 2010 nominating
committee when they come looking for volunteers? Left-to right are Janice Cronan, Jane
Hinman, and chairman Phyllis Hamilton. Photo
bt Ron Young

New Hours Announced
for the Family History
Center
By Bama Young

BCGS bylaws require that officers and directors
stand for election every other year on even years,
and 2010 is an even year. The nominating committee, comprised of three individuals, is required to
present a slate of six officers and four directors to the
Executive Board before the November Executive
Board meeting and to the general membership meet-

The Panama City Family History Center has
modified its regular operating schedule slightly. New
hours are Tuesdays 9 a.m.-12 noon and Fridays 9
a.m.-12 noon. If you can't make those times, I will be
glad to make an appointment with you. Contact me
at 850-271-8945.
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The Family History Library in Salt Lake City
Encyclopedia of Florida Sheriffs 18212008, vol‐
ume 2, Silvestri, Victor R. — FL Gen R 363.22
holds the largest collection of genealogical materials
SIL
in the world, and most of those records can be ordered and viewed on microfilm right here in Panama
The Florida Gazetteer, 1871 : containing also a
City.
guide to and through the state; complete ofRi
✣
cial and business directory; state and national
statistics, — FL Gen R 917.59 FLO

New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
28 September 2010

Alabama
Family maps of Henry County, Ala
bama, Boyd, Gregory A. — AL
Gen R 912 BOY
Family maps of Wilcox County, Alabama, Boyd,
Gregory A. — AL Gen R 912 BOY
Dekalb County, Alabama, wills and estates, 1836
1929, — AL Gen R 929.3761 DEK
Dekalb County, Alabama, wills and estates, 1836
1929, — AL Gen R 929.3761 DEK
The heritage of Winston County, Alabama, — AL
Gen R 976.1 HER
A Geneva County album, — AL Gen R 976.1292
GEN
The bend of the Abbie, Stokes, Linnie J. — AL Gen R
976.131 STO
Florida
History of Washington Primitive Baptist church:
Washington County, Florida, McKnight, Martha
B — FL Gen R 287.6759 MAC
Encyclopedia of Florida Sheriffs 18212008, Silves‐
tri, Victor R. — FL Gen R 363.22 SIL

The Flastacowo, (yearbook)1937 — FL Gen R
929.1 FLA
The Flastacowo, (yearbook)1938 — FL Gen R
929.1 FLA
Nonfederal censuses of Florida, 17841945 : a
guide to sources, Rhodes, Karen Packard,
1947‐ — FL Gen R 929.3759 RHO
The heritage of Calhoun County, Florida. — FL
Gen R 975.9 HER
The legacy : African Americans of Jackson County,
Florida, — FL Gen R 975.9 LEG
General
Measuring America : the decennial censuses from
1790 to 2000, — GEN R 312 MEA
The New England gazetteer; containing descrip
tions of all the states, counties and towns in
New England: also descriptions of the principal
mountains, rivers, lakes, capes, bays, harbors,
islands, and fashionable resorts within that ter
ritory, Hayward, John, 1781‐1869 — Gen R
910.3 HAY
The Bibb family in America: 16401940, Bibb,
Charles William, 1857‐ — Gen R 929.0973 BIB
The Huguenot settlements in Ireland, Lee, Grace
Lawless. — Gen R 929.2 LEE
Gathering Oates : descendants of John Oates &
Frances Reid, Oates, Christine McNutt — Gen R
929.20973 OAT
The New England historical and genealogical reg
ister, — Gen R 929.3 NEW
The great migration : immigrants to New England,
16341635, a six‐volume set, Anderson, Robert
Charles, 1944‐ — Gen R 929.374 AND
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Associate Reformed Presbyterian death & marriage
notices, volume II: 18661888, Ware, Lowry —
Gen R 929.3757 WAR

9

SS Tarpon Selected for
New Ornament

Into and out of old Kentucky : a two hundred year
journey, Smith, William (William Thomas).
1926‐ — Gen R 929.42 SMI

By Rebecca Brown Saunders

The Pilgrim migration : immigrants to Plymouth
Colony, 16201633, Anderson, Robert Charles,
1944‐ — Gen R 974.402 AND
New Hampshire
Colonial gravestone inscriptions in the State of New
Hampshire, Goss, Winifred Lane. — NH Gen R
929.5 GOS
South Carolina
Camden District, S.C., wills and administrations,
17811787 (17701796), Holcomb, Brent — SC
Gen R 929.3757 HOL
Marriage and death notices from Columbia, South
Carolina, newspapers, 18381860 : including
legal notices from burnt counties, — SC Gen R
929.3757 MAR
Tennessee
White County, Tennessee, oldest marriage book,
18091859, — TN Gen R 929.3768 WHI
✣

Membership Renewal Time!
Please don’t forget that BCGS memberships
expire at the end of December. If you haven’t
already done so, please send your check for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

Merry Christmas!
While you’ve got the checkbook out, why not
give a gift membership to someone you know
who enjoys family history. You’ll be remembered four times instead of once, because
the benefits include four quarterly issues of
The County Line.

An ongoing project of the Historical Society of
Bay County is the creation of a series of attractive
ornaments commemorating significant structures and
events typifying Bay County history. The first five in
the series include the Bay County Court House, Bay
High School, the McKenzie House, the Bay Line
Depot, and the Panama City Centennial logo.
Just released for 2010, the sixth in the series celebrates the SS Tarpon, which was a twin-screw
steamer built in 1887 and owned by the Pensacola,
St. Andrews & Gulf Steamship Company. Tarpon
faithfully served as a lifeline to this area with Capt.
Willis G. Barrow at the helm. From 1903 to 1937 she
made 1,735 weekly trips between Mobile, Pensacola,
St. Andrews, Panama City, Millville, Apalachicola,
and Carrabelle. On her final trip, she sank in a gale
on September 1, 1937. Tarpon, a favorite of divers,
became Florida’s sixth State Underwater Archaeological Preserve in 1997 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2001.
These collectibles are made of solid brass and finished in 24 karat gold. The Society will add an additional ornament to the series each year. Ornaments
are available for a minimum donation of $20. and
may be obtained at HSBC meetings, the History
Room of the Bay County Library, or by mail order.

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of the month. Membership
dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CGSM. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.
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