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Debra Fleming Seminar a Smashing Success!
Our spring seminar was a stunning success. The
largest seminar crowd we have ever had, estimated at
more than 60, was treated to an all-day event featuring the popular Debra Fleming—the Ancestry Detective—from Pasco County, Florida. Under the expert
supervision of Suzanne Shay, supported by a large
cast of helpers, the event went flawlessly.
Debra is an accomplished speaker with an impressive portfolio of genealogy topics. This time she
presented “My Grandpa’s Three Wives: Entangling
Multiple Marriages,” “Heritage Quest: An Underutilized Resource!” “Family Traditions—Researching
the Story,” and “Genealogy Bank: Finding Your Ancestors in the News!”

The Ancestory Detective takes the stage.
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Spacious accommodations with excellent audio
and video systems were graciously provided by the
Gulf Coast State College (until recently the Gulf
Coast Community College). A delicious box lunch,
provided courtesy of Arnold High School’s Culinary
Department, included sandwich (turkey & ham),
pasta salad, peach cobbler and a pick set (fork,
spoon, salt, pepper, etc), delivered.
Special thanks go to Diana Cochran for her outstanding publicity efforts, Suzanne Shay (chair),
Judy Bennett, Diana Cochran, Janice Cronan, Elizabeth Crusan, Cindy D’Aurora, L. Jo Hanson, Mary
K. McGraw, Sally Rinehart, Becky Sanders, Sarah
Sapp, Linda Sowell, and Marlene Womack.
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President’s Message
I was surprised and gratified by the large crowd
who attended our spring seminar. Many thanks to
Suzanne and her hard-working crew who made it
happen. Evaluation forms were unanimous in their
high praise of the Ancestry Detective for her presentation skills, handouts, and topics knowledge. Seminars seem to work better in spring than fall, so we
may want to try another one next year.

Top: Debra chats with BCGS members Sue
Smith, Sarah Sapp, Judy Bennett, and Cindy
D’Aurora during lunch. Middle: Seminar chair Suzanne Shay distributes door prizes during a session break. Bottom: A large number of valuable
door prizes were attractively displayed. Upper
right: Debra discusses session details with the
President. Seminar photos by Janice Cronan

✣

Our indexing projects are on track with the completion of another year of marriages by Janice Cronan, a county history by Fred Borg, and obituaries by
Sarah Sapp from the News Herald, and birth, marriage, and death notices from previously unindexed
years of the St. Andrews Bay News and the Lynn
Haven Tribune
Bill Zehner, President
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meeting. They are here to serve the Society, so feel
free to bring your suggestions or questions to them
and please support their efforts to improve our services to the community.

First Families of Bay
County Certification
Awards

To Be Presented at the 70th Annual
Pioneer Picnic
Our fourth annual celebration and
recognition of some
very special descendants of Bay
County pioneers
will be hosted again
this year by the Historical Society of
Bay County. This
gala event will be
held on Saturday,
June 4, at the Forest
Park United Methodist Church, 1401 W. 23rd Street,
Panama City, beginning at 10:30 a.m.
This year we will be certifying a large number of
new descendants, researchers, and previously undocumented Bay County pioneers. The exact numbers are not known yet, as many applications are still
involved in the review and approval process.
This is a great way to get acquainted and chat
with the real blue bloods of Bay County. I hope to
see many BCGS members there to help support this
important event.
✣

BCGS Committee
Chairs for 2011-2012
This year’s standing committee chairs were appointed by the President at our January business

Budget and Finance
Extraction Projects
FGS Delegate
FSGS Liaison
First Families of Bay County
Hospitality
Library
Membership Services

Janice Moore Cronan
Judy Bennett
Bill Zehner
Cindy D'Aurora
Rebecca Saunders
Sally Rinehart
Rebecca Saunders
Judy Bennett and
Linda Sowell

Newsletter
Programs
Publicity
RootsWeb Message Board
Tracing Pasts
Web site

Bill Zehner
Mary K. McGraw
Diana Cochran
Mary K. McGraw
Mary K. McGraw
Bill Zehner

✣

Welcome New Members
By Judy Bennett

Please welcome our new members to the Society:
Carolyn Herrera
Ruth Ann MacFarland
Carrie Sheffield
Claudia Steindl
Raymond Steindl
New members, we are so glad you are with us.
We hope our programs and seminars will benefit
your research. Let us know if you are having problems, as we have some “old timers” who will be glad
to help you.
✣

Coming Events
Writing Your Memoirs
With Jan Colcord
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a descendant family tree poster or descendant-based
April 16, 2011: Please note: Our April meeting
family history book. Descendant books and posters
will NOT be held at our usual meeting place in
also make great birthday and anniversary gifts.
the Bay County Public Library. We will meet in✣
stead in the Daffin Park Clubhouse at 320 Kraft Avenue, Millville, Florida 32401. Drive through the entrance onto “Dead End” Avenue and proceed straight
back to the clubhouse. Parking spaces are in front of
the clubhouse. See maps on our Web site:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/programs.html
December 18, 2010: Our December meeting featured our biennial election of officers and directors
and the state-of-the-society report. Election results
Genealogy After Hours!
were reported in the previous issue.

Annual Meeting

With Becky Saunders

April 21, 2011: Join
Becky and the BCPL staff
from 5 to 8 p.m. at the
Bay County Public Library, 898 West 11th
Street, Panama City, Florida. Hands-on coaching
will be available for those
researching their ancestors; especially valuable
for those pursuing First
Families of Bay County Certification. Reservations
required. Please call 850-522-2130.

When Traditional Research Fails:
DNA Testing

Special recognition this year went to Suzanne
Shay for her outstanding performance as chair of our
March “Technology” seminar, which drew a record
56 participants and garnered ten new memberships.

With Janice Cronan

May 21, 2011: DNA testing is an exciting new
resource for our genealogy research. Learn about the
different tests (Y-DNA, mt-DNA, and autosomal),
the major testing companies, and their pricing structures. Primary emphasis will be on the use of surname projects, interpreting results, and dispelling
myths about what DNA testing can and cannot do.

Using My Canvas on Ancestry.com
With Carol Atkinson

June 18, 2011: Carol will show us how to make a
lasting impression at this year’s family reunion with

Judy Bennett, who chaired our October “Who DO
You Think You Are” seminar received special recognition for her outstanding work on that event. Judy
also chairs the membership services committee, the
budget & finance committee, and the extractions
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committee, and has chaired our annual seminars for
four of the past five years.

Three long-time BCGS members were awarded
Director Emeritus status in recognition of long and
outstanding service to the genealogical community
of Bay County as officers and directors of the Society: Alice Lock, Berniece Loper, and Bonnie Shipp.
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Top left: Alice Locke. Center: Mary K. McGraw.
Top right: Berniece Loper. Bottom: Diana Cochran picks a winner in the Christmas tree ornament exchange. Christmas photos by Ron Young

grams committee and “Tracing Pasts” committee,
and is the administrator of the RootsWeb Message
Board.
The business portion of the meeting was followed
by a pleasant Christmas tree ornament exchange and
a culinary feast.

Spring Programs
Computer Scanning & Translation
of Documents
The 2010 President’s Citation for leadership, initiative, new ideas, and new services went to VicePresident Mary K. McGraw. Mary K chairs our pro-

By Fred Borg

January 15, 2011: When important documents or
photographs relating to their ancestors are discovered, genealogists are always encouraged to make
photocopies. A photocopy is not subject to the many
types of errors that often plague transcripts, extracts,
and abstracts. But exactly what form does a “photocopy” take? Three basic machines are currently used
to make high-fidelity copies: a photocopier, which
produces a paper copy; and a digital camera or a
flatbed scanner, which produce electronic images.
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Electronic images of text,
noticeably grainy or fuzzy images, but higher resowhen viewed on a computer
lution just wastes space.
monitor, may appear to us just
like a text document (as proTo reduce the amount of digital space a document
duced by, say MS Word), but
copy occupies, or make it word-searchable, or prethey appear very different to
pare it for machine-translation into another language,
computers, which cannot recsoftware is available to do just that. Called Optical
ognize text in an image file. That makes it impossiCharacter Recognition (OCR) software, its task is to
ble to search the document for specific words, like
examine the little pieces of an image file that look
surnames, for example. Another consideration when
like text (image files can contain photographs as well
saving a document with a lot of pages is that image
as text) and try to guess which characters of our alfiles use a lot more computer memory (or space on a
phabet most closely resemble those pieces. Fred uses
CD) than a text file having the same information.
OmniPage OCR software by Nuance, priced at about
Multiple pages cannot be combined in a single image
$150, and claims it works well.
file, so it may be necessary to paste the individual
document page images into another application like
The output of the OCR is a text document that can
MS Word or Adobe Acrobat as a PDF file.
be searched, indexed, or even translated into another
language using additional software. Fred’s favorite is
These days, we often download documents from
Google Translate, a Web-based application at
Internet sites. They usually are delivered to our
http://translate.google.com. Just browse to your text
computers in the form of either an image file or a
file and click “translate.” Fred uses this site to transspecial file format called PDF (Portable Document
late Swedish books about his ancestors. While the
Format). How do we know which file type we are
Google translation was by no means perfect, it prodealing with? Image files can be recognized by the
vided a good general idea of the content, and certhree-letter extensions at the end of their file names,
tainly was sufficient to determine whether a doculike jpg, bmp, tif, or gif. A text file, however, will be
ment would be of sufficient interest to warrant a
indicated by an extension like txt, rtf, doc, or wpd.
more thorough translation. Unfortunately, many
documents of interest are handwritten in cursive or
The choice of machinery for copying depends on
gothic, and these cannot be machine read at all.
the size and location of the document to be scanned.
Some archives and libraries have specific rules about
As a bonus, Fred pointed out that the particular
the use of copying equipment. Photocopiers and flatscanner he cited is unusual in that it can also scan
bed scanners use bright light, which, if used repeatvery small objects, like 35 mm slides. It is actually a
edly, can damage fragile documents. A digital camfilm scanner, and its optical resolution, 6400 by 9600
era, however, if steadied by a copy stand, can use
ppi, is about eight times higher than most document
long exposure times to make good copies in low amscanners. It is actually capable of scanning a 35 mm
bient room light. A camera is also a viable choice for
slide or negative with sufficient detail to produce a
documents that cannot be moved or are too fragile to
very high quality 30 by 40 inch print. Not many
be pressed flat on a flatbed scanner. A 10-megapixel
years ago a scanner of that resolution cost upwards
camera can make high resolution electronic images
of $5,000.
of documents as large as 10 by 12 inches.
When a flatbed scanner can be used, Fred likes
the Epson Perfection V600, priced a little less than
$200. When scanning most documents, 300 ppi (pixels per inch) is just right. Lower resolution makes

Genealogy After Hours
With Becky Saunders
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January 21, 2011: Becky and the Bay County
Public Library staff opened the Library from 5 to 8
p.m. for genealogists wishing to do family research.
Beginners received a spiffy beginners’ information
packet and assistance from the staff.
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Digital Books Online
By Judy Bennett

February 19, 2011: Many books of interest to
genealogists, especially those published before 1923,
have been digitized and made available on the Internet. Judy showed us many different Web sites featuring books that may help find our families. More and
more archives, libraries, and genealogical Web sites
are digitizing books. Most are older books that are
not copyrighted, but there are also more recent
books. Those no longer protected by copyright are in
the public domain and may be downloaded to a
computer or e-book reader.
Online documents come in two flavors. Some
have been transcribed into text files, either manually
or by an Optical Character Recognition program.
Depending on the condition of the original document, OCR software may not produce a perfect transcript, but the resulting file (commonly indicated by
a .doc, .rtf, or .txt file name extension) can be readily
searched for names and terms of interest.

Our programs have become so popular that we
had to move our welcome desk out into the hall.
Left-to-right: Janice Cronan and Marlene
Womack. Photo by Bill Zehner

Judy provided a long list of Web sites offering
digital books online, including:
• Google Books
• Internet Archive
• Heritage Quest
• Ancestry.com
• New England Historic Genealogical Society
• Newspaper Archive
• Genealogy Book Links
To locate a book not yet online, she recommends
World Cat, Family Search, Allen County Public Library, and PERSI

A second file type is actually an image (photograph) rather than text, indicated by a file extension
like .jpg, .tif, .gif, or .bmp. Image files, while they
look just like text to people, cannot be understood as
text by computers; thus, they cannot be indexed or
searched for specific words. They are also restricted
to a single page per file, so a document may occupy
many files.
Adding confusion, a third file type, indicated by a
.pdf extension, for PDF Portable Document Format,
actually can contain both text and images and can be
composed of multiple pages. The portion of a PDF
file that is text can be searched, but the image portions cannot. This may be confusing because it is difficult to determine which is which.

A large crowd gathered to look over my shoulder.
Photo by Janice Cronan.
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• Godfrey Memorial Library
• Heritage Quest
Over My Shoulder
SM
• WorldVitalRecords
by William J. Zehner, CG
• Alexander Street Press
March 19, 2011: Using typical queries received
• 19th Century British Library Newspaper Digital
on our Web site, as focus examples, William walked
Archives
us through three case studies illustrating the tech• Find My Past
niques he employes to get a lightning-fast jump-start
• The Genealogist
on defining a research project for those seeking help
• Genline
researching family history questions. Research pro• Historic Markers Library Edition
jects that a decade ago would have taken months to
complete can now be fleshed out in 20 minutes withCurrent hours for the 3140 State Avenue FHC are
out leaving home. Anyone who saw this presentation
9 a.m. to noon, Tuesday and Friday.
will be able to jog through drills like these in search
✣
of ancestors that have baffled researchers for years.
Selected topics included:
• Where is Susannah buried?
• Seeking Sam Smith, my millionaire uncle
• Is My Grandpa a Bay County pioneer ?
Introduction to
✣

Librarian’s Corner

Family History Center
News
Online Subscription Services Now
Available
The Panama City Stake has new Family History
Directors. Sherry and Dave Richardson will be assuming the duties from Bama Young, who is stepping down. Bama, an active participant of our Society, has served well and faithfully in that position
since taking over from the late Pat Henderson in
February 2004.
The Richardsons remind us that, in addition to
providing local access to the voluminous microfilm
collection housed in Salt Lake City, our Family History Center offers free access to a large selection of
digitized online books and newspapers from ten expensive subscription services.
• Footnote.com

Genealogical and
History Features
at the Library
By Becky Saunders

By popular demand, I
will be repeating training
sessions held earlier this
year during National Library Week. The morning
session, held in the Local

Membership Renewal Time!
BCGS memberships expired at the end of
December. If a $ sign appears on your address label of this issue, this will be your last
The County Line issue unless you renew.
Please mail your check or money order for
$20 to:
Membership Chairperson
Bay County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 15294
Panama City, FL 32406-5294.
Please indicate whether you prefer to receive
your newsletter by postal mail or email.
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History Room from 10:30 to 11:30, on April 14 will
Address Book For Germanic Genealogy / — Thode,
Ernest — Gen R 929.1 THO
cover “Local History Research Tips.” I will show
Crime And Punishment In Upper Canada : A Re
some tips for locating maps, photos, memorabilia,
searcher's Guide / — Nickerson, Janice C.,
books, and newspapers—here in the Local History
1969‐ — Gen R 364.971309 NIC
Room as well as online via our computer database
Historical
And Genealogical Miscellany; Data Relat
subscriptions. Of special interest is our new
ing To The Settlement And Settlers Of New York
Newspaper ARCHIVE.com's historical newspaper
And New Jersey — Stillwell, John E. (John Ed‐
database.
win), 1853‐1930 — Gen R 929.3 STI
Historical
And Genealogical Miscellany; Data Relat
The afternoon session,
ing To The Settlement And Settlers Of New York
“Genealogy Tips,” will be
And New Jersey — Stillwell, John E. (John Ed‐
conducted in our Geneal‐
win), 1853‐1930 — Gen R 929.3 STI
ogy section from 2 p.m. to
Historical
And Genealogical Miscellany; Data Relat
3 p.m. I will go over the
ing To The Settlement And Settlers Of New York
basic layout of the room
And New Jersey — Stillwell, John E. (John Ed‐
and its contents as well as
win), 1853‐1930 — Gen R 929.3 STI
introducing some of our
Historical
And Genealogical Miscellany; Data Relat
powerful subscription
ing To The Settlement And Settlers Of New York
databases—like Heritage
And New Jersey — Stillwell, John E. (John Ed‐
Quest, Ancestry.com, and
win), 1853‐1930 — Gen R 929.3 STI
American Ancestors, which
Historical And Genealogical Miscellany; Data Relat
is a brand new research site produced by the New
ing To The Settlement And Settlers Of New York
England Historic Genealogical Society.
And New Jersey — Stillwell, John E. (John Ed‐
✣
win), 1853‐1930 — Gen R 929.3 STI
Loyal Hearts : Histories Of American Civil War Ca
nines— Zucchero, Michael—Gen R 973.7 ZUC
Researching ScotsIrish Ancestors : The Essential
Genealogical Guide To Early Modern Ulster,
In the Genealogical Collection Of
16001800 — Roulston, William J. — Gen R
The Bay County Public Library
929 ROU
The
Complete Beginner's Guide To Genealogy, The
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Internet, And Your Genealogy Computer Pro
Genealogy Specialist
gram — Clifford, Karen — Gen R 929 CLI
Bay County Public Library
17 March 2011
The Last Muster : Images Of The Revolutionary
War Generation, 18401906 — Taylor, Mau‐
Florida
reen. — Gen R 973.3 TAY
The History Of The First Presbyterian
Church Marianna, Florida 1835
Tennessee
2010 — Brooten, Judy D. — FL Gen
Wilson County, Tennessee Tax Lists, 18301832—
R 287.6759 BRO
Partlow, Thomas E.— TN Gen R 929.3768 PAR
Florida 1850 Agricultural Census / —
Green, Linda L. — FL Gen R 929.3759 GRE
Texas
Florida 1860 Agricultural Census / — Green, Linda
The Heritage Of Hill County, Texas, Volume II — —
L. — FL Gen R 929.3759 GRE
TX Gen R 976.4 HER
General
✣
A Family Discovered : The Earliest Halls Of Jackson
County, Florida / — Hall, Robert E. — FL Gen R
929.42 HAL

New Books
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