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October is Family History Month
Many efforts have been made to designate the
month of October as National Family History
Month. Each year many cities and states observe it
as such. Utah Senator Orrin G. Hatch sponsored
Senate Bill (S.R. 160) in 2001. He said the reason he
was doing this was, “Millions of Americans are researching the history of their families. Experts say
that in the United States, genealogy is now the second most popular hobby next to gardening.... It is
only natural that we want to find out more about our
ancestors, and what better way to bring families
closer together than by discovering more about the
story of their own family? Like it or not, who we are
today is in large part, a product of our ancestors.”
He also wrote letters to fellow senators encouraging them to support his bill. In his letters he used a
story from Megan Smolenyak’s book, In Search of
Our Ancestors, to describe how important knowing
our Family History can be. In Megan’s book she tells
about how Nancy Andjelich Margraff learned that
she may have inherited a deadly disease from one of
her ancestors. After much documentation and consultation with her doctor, this was confirmed. She was
then able to distribute information prepared by her
doctor to family members about early diagnosis and
treatment options for their affliction.
Unfortunately, Senator Hatch’s bill did not pass.
Further recognition was gained in 2003 when President George W. Bush signed several types of pro-

family/pro-history Presidential Proclamations. In an
article by “Legacy Multimedia,” President Bush was
quoted as saying, “Lessons in family lineage are often lessons in courage, endurance, and love. While
tracing our roots can be challenging, the rewards can
be great affirming our pride in our history and keeping us mindful of the sacrifices of our forebears.”
Most recently the Virginia Senate voted on a resolution to make October, 2011 and October of each
succeeding year, Family History Month. Virginia’s
Senator Puller states her belief in the importance of
this legislation because, “… growing interest in family history has led to the creation of many resources
that can help individuals in tracing their family histories, including genealogical societies and websites;
… the study of family history can provide individuals with an appreciation of their heritage, help family
members grow closer together, and lead to the preservation and creation of family records.”
For over 30 years The Bay County Genealogical
Society has promoted genealogy and family history
research. Over the past several years, we have presented a BCGS Fall Seminar in the month of October. These seminars fulfill the objectives of our Society as written under the “Bylaws” found on the
BCGS Webpage:
1.

To promote interest in genealogy.
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2. To provide educational opportunities to citizens of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas
in genealogical research methodology.
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3. To instruct and assist members in genealogical research, encourage careful documentation, and
promote quality genealogical standards.
4. To locate, preserve, and index public and private genealogical records of the area and make them
available to the general public.
5. To support the genealogical collection of the
Bay County Public Library.
6. To publish genealogical news and historical
information in a periodical newsletter and any other
publication as directed by the membership.
The Bay County Genealogical Society has a
proud heritage, and we are so grateful to every
member for its continued success. Please become
more oneed by volunteering in an area of your interest. Take it from a “newer” member’s perspective, it
can be so rewarding!
References:
http://genealogy.about.com/library/weekly/aa0927
01a.htm
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/proclamations.ph
p?year=2003
http://www.richmondsunlight.com/bill/2011/sj291
/fulltext/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/bylaw
s.html

by Janice Moore Cronan
✣
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Free Mini-Seminar for
October Meeting
On October 15, 2011 @ 1:00-3:30 p.m., our guest
speaker will be Jerry Merritt, genealogist and member of the West Florida Genealogy Society. His program will consist of a two part Power Point presentation: “African American Genealogy” and “Using the
Internet for Genealogy.”
Introduction to African American Genealogy
Last February, Jerry presented this program during Black History Month to the West Florida Genealogy Society, in Pensacola. This special Power
Point presentation will cover how to get started by
using what is already known. It will also show how
to piece together family lineages from seemingly unrelated
clues, and how to use family
lore passed down over generations.
By the conclusion of this
presentation we will know the
!

Volume 30, Number 4, October 2011
The County Line
3
differences and similarities between African AmeriThis presentation will discuss the basics of using
can and European American genealogical research.
the internet for all genealogical research. It will show
Actual cases will be used as examples showing how
us tips and “ tricks of the trade” and then move on to
volunteers working at the Genealogy Library in
more complex search methods using databases that
Pensacola have used slave schedules, courthouse reproduce powerful results. This is a good program to
cords, and census records for proving suspected links
bring a friend to who has been expressing an interest
to trace one’s ancestors. Jerry will also discuss how
in genealogy, but will also be useful to old-timers
DNA programs can be used by African-Americans
who want to find far more detail about their ancesand tips on tracing paternal and maternal lines back
tors.
to specific locations in Africa.
This presentation will show us specific databases
Rebecca Saunders will be available after the presin order to demonstrate generalized search concepts
entation to show attendees the Genealogical Rewhich can be applicable to many databases. When
sources available at the Bay County Library and inwe know what search techniques work best, then we
vite everyone to the next Genealogy After Hours.
can use them on any database, once we become acquainted with how different databases operate.
Searching for Our Ancestors Using the Internet

Descendants of Alfred Daniel Weller, left to right: Walter Gentry Weller, Sr.; Donna O’Neal Weller; David
Michael Weller; Walter Gentry Weller, Jr.; Rebecca Saunders. In front: Andrew Michael Weller; and Micah
Lynn Weller.
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Use of filtered searches, land records to ferret out
ancestors and their family connections, will be used
to show how to build on a limited amount of information to solve hard problems. Examples will be
given of actual cases solved, and plenty of time will
be allowed for specific questions. Attendees will be
given an Internet access point prepared for this presentation that leads to many of the “best and latest
free major genealogy sites” as well as other free sites
that are less known but nonetheless full of information.
✣

President’s Message
It has been a slow summer with little going on.
We have, however, a lot of great things planned out
for the rest of this year. Among them is an actualsized printout of the past ten years of The County
Line for the Library’s permanent collection.
I also intend to produce a hard-bound copy of An
Annotated Index to the Published Histories of Bay
County, Florida this year if possible. It will contain
an index to all of the Bay County books of interest to
genealogists. We have already achieved many of the
goals set for this year: over 100,000 records online,
the 1911 St. Andrews Assessments Index, Bay County
marriages for 1944, and Town of Panama City Tax
Roll for 1912. Want to help? Contact Janice Cronan
or Mary K. McGraw.
Bill Zehner, President
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Molly Elizabeth Bergenroth, gr-gr- granddaughter
of Alfred Daniel Weller reaches for his First Families Certificate.

their ancestors, especially valuable for those pursuing First Families of Bay County Certification. Reservations required. Please call 850-522-2130.

African American Genealogy
with Jerry Merritt

October 15, 2011: From 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. meeting will feature a free mini-seminar from the West
Florida Genealogy Society: “Introduction To African
American Genealogy” and “Using The Internet for
Genealogy Research” with our guest speaker Jerry
Merritt, genealogist and member of the West Florida
Genealogy Society.

Footnote.com
with Mary K. McGraw

Coming Events

November 19, 2011: Join Mary K. McGraw to
learn how she uses Footnote.com for advance
computer-aided research.

Genealogy After Hours!

Christmas Meeting

with Becky Saunders

with the BCGS Staff

October 20, 2011: Join Becky and the BCPL staff
from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Bay County Public Library,
898 West 11th Street, Panama City, Florida. Handson coaching will be available for those researching

December 17, 2011: Annual meeting and Christmas Party extravaganza!
✣
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the page that is displayed to participate in these resources.

Location, Location, Location
With Judy Bennett

September 17, 2011: Judy Bennett informed the
Society about “Location, location, location” being
the mantra in real estate, so it should be in genealogy! We went through through what is important
about your location, how it came about, when it was
in existence, what kind of records exist, how to find
those records and lots more. Knowing as much as
you can about a location will greatly help your research.
✣

New Here?
If you have never been to the Florida State Genealigical Society website before—or haven't been
recently, a lot has changed! Take a few minutes to
explore and try out these features:
• The Calendar of genealogy events sponsored by
FSGS and other Florida societies.
• The FSGS Marketplace—offering a variety of
genealogy related books and CDs.
• The FSGS Florida Pioneer Certificate Program
—Were your ancestors here before Florida
achieved statehood in 1845? Check out this program!
• A variety of Tips, Suggestions, and Ideas for
research and brick wall busting.
• An archive of fully searchable back issues of
our newsletter, Florida Lines.
• A sample issue of our journal, The Florida Genealogist.
Our Members Only Section is a must stop on our
new website. This section provides our members
with new tools and assistance in their genealogy.
FSGS Members have been notified via email of the
new FSGS website and have been sent login and
password instructions. Click on the Members link in
the left sidebar and enter your login and password on

Surname Research—Anyone can access and
search the surname list and contact the member that
posted that surname, but only members can add surnames to to the list.
Members Forums—Want to find out about prestatehood immigration routes into Florida? Looking
for help with research sources in upstate New York?
Need to find a copy of a county history that you saw
mentioned somewhere? Harness the knowledge and
research experience of your fellow FSGS members
by posting the question in the Members Forums.
While there are never any guarantees for success,
asking a group of fellow researchers can often produce unexpected results. These entries can be viewed
by anyone, but only members can create an entry or
respond to one.
✣

New Release
by Marlene Womack
My latest book is out and will soon be available in
book stores. It's entitled “The Magic of Cape San
Blas and the Surrounding Area.” The book gives a
detailed history of the lost town of St. Joseph, four of
the lighthouses along the coast, shipwrecks, stories
about Apalachicola, East Point, Mexico Beach, and
the like.
Please see my shot below.
✣
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1940 Census Will Be
Online April 2012
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
14 Sep 2011

!

Alabama
Alabama 1860 agricultural and manu
facturing census, volume 3 /—
Green, Linda L.—AL Gen R
929.3761 GRE

Free Access Until 2013

For those of you who did not see the post on our
Bay County Genealogy Facebook page (which you
really should check out and share your genealogy
research discoveries through): Ancestry.com is providing FREE access to the 1940 Census. NARA is
also offering free access at their facilities and
through personal computers via the internet.
In April 2012, the 1940 Census will be released
from the 72-year privacy mandate, and Ancestry.com
is offering free access to this valuable resource until
the end of 2013. According to Tim Sullivan, CEO of
Ancestry.com, the reason they are doing this is, “to
inspire a whole new generation of Americans to start
researching their family history.” This census will
provide us with much of the same type of information that previous years have, plus much more. Stay
tuned to BCGS for more information about this exciting event.
Refer to:
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Bay-County-Ge
nealogical-Society/224712010873204 and
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/
✣

Those gallant men of the twenty
eighth Alabama Confederate Infantry Regiment
/—Walker, James H. (James Harmon), 1931‐
—AL Gen R 929.3761 WAL
Florida
The Civil War in Florida : a military history / 6
vols—Schmidt, Lewis G.—FL Gen R 973.7 SCH
The magic of Cape San Blas and the surrounding
area /—Womack, Marlene, 1940‐—FL Gen R
975.991 WOM
Georgia
Milledgeville, Georgia, newspaper clippings (South
ern recorder) / 12 vols—Evans, Tad—GA Gen R
929 EVA
Georgia obituaries 19051910 /—Austin, Jean‐
nette Holland, 1936‐—GA Gen R 929.3758
AUS
United States
The ultimate search book : worldwide adoption,
genealogy, and other search secrets /—Gen R
025.06 ULT
A who's who of your ancestral saints /—Koman,
Alan J.—Gen R 270.092 KOM
Hoboes : bindlestiffs, fruit tramps, and the harvest
ing of the West /—Wyman, Mark—Gen R
305.568 WYM
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The family tree problem solver : triedandtrue tac
American state papers. 9 vols—Gen R 327.73 AME
tics for tracing elusive ancestors /—Rising,
Marsha Hoffman, 1945‐—Gen R 929.1072 RIS
Grassroots of America; a computerized index to the
American State papers: land grants and claims
The people of Ireland, 16001699 / 3 vols—Dob‐
(17891837) with other aids to research (Gov
son, David, 1940‐—Gen R 929.2 DOB
ernment document serial set numbers 28
through 36)/ —McMullin, Phillip W.—Gen R
Manuscripts at the New England Historic Genea
333.1 MAC
logical Society /—Avery, R. Stanton.—Gen R
929.3 AVE
Federal land series : a calendar of archival materi
Scottish Catholics at home and abroad 16801780
als on the land patents issued by the United
/—Dobson, David—Gen R 929.3 DOB
States Government, with subject, tract, and
name indexes / 4 vols—Smith, Clifford Neal.—
American data from the Aberdeen journal, 1748
Gen R 333.16 SMI
1783 /—Dobson, David, 1940‐—Gen R 929.3
DOB
How to locate anyone who is or has been in the
military : Armed Forces locator guide /—John‐
International vital records handbook /—Kemp,
son, Richard S., 1933‐—Gen R 355.0025 JOH
Thomas Jay—Gen R 929.3 KEM
A century of service : the story of the DAR /—
Hunter, Ann Arnold—Gen R 369.135 HUN
Reading early American handwriting /—Sperry,
Kip.—Gen R 427.973 SPE
Cherokee citizenship commission dockets: 1880
1884 and 18871889 / 4 vols—Bowen, Jeff,
1950‐—Gen R 929 BOW

Bounty and donation land grants in British colonial
America /—Bockstruck, Lloyd DeWitt—Gen R
929.373 BOC
New England marriages prior to 1700 / 3 vols—
Torrey, Clarence Almon, 1869‐1962.—Gen R
929.374 TOR

Eastern Cherokee by blood 19061910 / 6 vols—
Gen R 929 EAS

Western New York land transactions : extracted
from the archives of the Holland Land Company
/ 2 vols—Livsey, Karen E.—Gen R 929.37479
LIV

Ancestors in German archives : a guide to family
history sources / 2 vols—Gen R 929.1 ANC

The surnames of Ireland /—MacLysaght, Ed‐
ward—Gen R 929.4 MAC

Erin's sons : Irish arrivals in Atlantic Canada /—
Punch, Terrence M.—Gen R 929.1 PUN

From long ago I came : a story of Brock and Cutch
ens ancestors /—Cutchens, Jack O.—Gen R
929.42 CUT

Some early Scots in Maritime Canada, volume 1 /—
Punch, Terrence M.—Gen R 929.1 PUN
GermanEnglish genealogical dictionary /—Thode,
Ernest—Gen R 929.1 THO
Jewish genealogy : a sourcebook of family histories
and genealogies /—Zubatsky, David S., 1939‐
—Gen R 929.1 ZUB

Dawson family records /—Dawson, Charles C.
(Charles Carroll), b. 1833—Gen R 929.42 DAW
The Michael Hentz family of South Carolina, Geor
gia, Florida and Mississippi /—Parr, Frank
Melvin.—Gen R 929.42 PAR
The royal descents of 600 immigrants to the
American colonies or the United States : who
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were themselves notable or left descendants
notable in American history / 2 vols—Roberts,
South Carolina
Gary Boyd—Gen R 929.7 ROB
Antebellum old Pickens District: 18281868 (now
Oconee and Pickens Counties) /—Alexander,
The War of the Rebellion: a compilation of the ofai
Jerry Lamar.—SC Gen R 929.3757 ALE
cial records of the Union and Confederate ar
mies / Vol. 35—Gen R 973.75 WAR
Old Darlington District cemetery survey / 7 vols—
SC Gen R 929.5 OLD
The War of the Rebellion: a compilation of the ofai
cial records of the Union and Confederate ar
South Carolina Confederate soldiers / 2 vols—SC
mies / Vol. 52—Gen R 973.75 WAR
Gen R 973.74 SOU
Massachusetts
A guide to Massachusetts cemeteries /—Lambert,
David Allen—MA Gen R 929.5 LAM

Tennessee
Hawkins County, Tennessee circuit court minutes
18101821 /—TN Gen R 929.3768 HAW

Maryland
Biographical data from Baltimore newspapers:
18171819 /—Barnes, Robert William—MD
Gen R 929.3752 BAR

Texas
Texas Confederate soldiers / 2 vola—TX Gen R
973.74 TEX

Missouri
A history of the pioneer families of Missouri, with
numerous sketches, anecdotes, adventures, etc.,
relating to early days in Missouri : also the lives
of Daniel Boone and the celebrated Indian chief
Black Hawk, with numerous biographies and
histories—Bryan, William Smith, 1846‐
1940—MO Gen R 977.803 BRY
North Carolina
Order of First Families of North Carolina ancestor
biographies /—Brayton, John Anderson—NC
Gen R 929.3756 BRA
Order of First Families of North Carolina registry of
ancestors /—Brayton, John Anderson—NC
Gen R 929.3756 BRA
North Carolina Confederate soldiers / 3 vols—NC
Gen R 973.74 NOR
Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania German pioneers: a publication of the
original lists of arrivals in the port of Philadel
phia from 1727 to 1808 / by Ralph Beaver
Strasburger, LL.D ; Edited by William John
Hinke. 2 vols—Strassburger, Ralph Beaver,
1883‐1959—PA Gen R 325.24309748 STR

Virginia
Index to obituary notices in the Religious Herald
Richmond, Virginia 18281938 /—VA Gen R
929.3755 IND
Virginia Confederate soldiers / 4 vols—VA Gen R
973.74 VIR
✣

Merry Christmas!
While you’ve got the checkbook out, why not
give a gift membership to someone you know
who enjoys family history. You’ll be remembered four times instead of once, because
the benefits include four quarterly issues of
The County Line.

Membership Renewal Time!
Please don’t forget that BCGS memberships
expire at the end of December. If you haven’t
already done so, please send your check for
$20 to The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662, Panama City, FL 32402-0662.
Or save postage by paying Walter at our next
meeting.

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The
Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday of the month. Membership
dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: William
J. Zehner, CGSM. E-mail: lyzehner@knology.net
Postmaster: Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

Bay County Genealogy Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662

