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Seminar Scheduled for Saturday, March 10, 2012

Mr. George Morgan, Florida’s own internationally recognized genealog ical expert, is
coming to the Marina Civic Center in Panama City. By: Diana Cochran
Also, he is President of “Aha! Seminars,”
“Bright Ideas for Libraries and Genealogical
Societies,” and Vice President of Membership
for the Federation of Genealogical Societies.
This March, George will be presenting
four of his most popular topics: “Bring ‘Em
Back to Life: Developing an Ancestor Profile,”
“Push and Pull: The Reasons for Migration,”
“The Genealogist as CSI,” and “Genealogy
Orienteering: Using Maps to Find the Right
Place.”

Mr. Morgan is a prolific speaker and has
authored hundreds of articles for magazines,
journals, newsletters, and genealogical publications at online sites in the U.S., Canada,
U.K., Singapore and elsewhere. His tenth book,
the third edition of “How to Do Everything with
Your Genealogy” will be published February
2012. He and Drew Smith are the producers of
the Genealogy Guys Podcast which can be found
on the internet at www.genealogyguys.com.

The cost of the Seminar will be the same
as last year:
Early registration is $36 for
members, $40 for non-members, $45 for nonmembers who wish to join BCGS and attend the
seminar, and $45 for late registration, after
March 1. Registration forms will be available at
each meeting and online at the BCGS webpage.
See our website for more information:
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/seminar

Don’t miss this opportunity to see this
world renowned genealogist in our own
backyard!
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President’s Message
It has been a long but exciting year for the
Society. Much has been accomplished and much
more needs to be done. We have presented a
number of interesting programs for our members
to hear and see, and more are in the future. We
have also presented multiple events for our
membership to learn from and enjoy. We have
certified 56 Bay County pioneers to date, and
182 certified Bay County descendants of those
pioneers so far.
We have transcribed almost 8800 new
records for the use of our members and others
through our website. Included are the Lynn
Haven Tribune BMD index for 1911 through
1916, the Lynn Haven Businesses and
Businessmen for 1913, the St. Andrews Bay
News Index for 1915, 1916 and 1935, and the
Panama City News Herald obituary index for
2010, by William Zehner; On St. Andrews Bay,
1911-1917, by Fred Borg; the 1911 Personal
Property Tax of Panama City, by Diane
Cochran; the Panama City News Herald obituary

index for 1/1/2011-10/15/2011, by Sarah Sapp;
the 1911 St. Andrews Tax Assessment Rolls, by
Mary K. McGraw, Jo Hanson, and Janice
Cronan; and most importantly, the Bay County
Marriages Index for 1943, 1944 and 1945, by
Janice Cronan.
That brings our total to 105,731 records
available on our Web site for the public to use as
needed for tracing and documenting their
ancestry. We will be discussing what we wish to
do with additional records at this month’s board
meeting.
I am pleased to announce that Janice Cronan
has volunteered to take over editing our
newsletter effective with this issue. She, like
most of us, has to learn as she goes, which makes
her transition more interesting. But she learns
fast and is eager to serve, so let’s all give her a
big welcome.
Bill Zehner, President
In T his Issue
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Fall Programs ……………………....3
Fall Mini Seminar …….….…………4
Fold 3 & Family History Expo……...5
First Families & After Hours ……….6
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Check out the Bay County Genealogical Society’s Webpage to see all of
the new records and copies of The County Line Newsletter back to 2001.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/publications.html
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F all Programs
Location, Location, Location
Presented by Judy Bennett
September 17, 2011

Judy used maps, aerial photography, and
innovative web sites to demonstrate how
knowing our ancestors’ location is of vast
importance in our genealogical research. She
shared several website links on her handout to
help us find maps and records of our ancestors’
migrations. One of her favorite resources, Red
Book: American State, County and Town
Sources, is designed to help us by using its
exhaustive information of state and county
formations. It is now available on Ancestry.com
through their Learning Center’s Wiki. Knowing
where our ancestors lived will greatly help in our
research and understanding of our family history.

M r. E d Doyle E ntertained Us with H is
F amily H istory
Before coming to
the September 17th
BCGS meeting, Ed
and Neila Doyle
picked up their
ancestors
photos
which were recently
framed at Michaels.
The photos
brought back many
memories for Ed,
and he shared some
of these with us. He brought us to laughter, and
tears, as he impressed upon us the importance of
using our genealogical research to compile our

family histories. His story demonstrated to us
what Family History Month is all about.
For over an hour he entertained us with
his adventures as one of three brothers who grew
up in an orphanage. We were on the edge of our
seats as he told us how he ran away and made his
way south by hitchhiking. A farmer picked him
up, took him to his house, and treated Ed like the
son the farmer and his wife never had. Across
the road lived a pretty young girl, Neila, who
became Ed’s wife. After all these years, they still
love and enjoy each other very much and
continue
making
“family
history”
in
Wewahitchka, Florida.
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F ree F all M ini-Seminar
O ctober 15, 2011

Jerry Merritt, our guest speaker from the West
Florida Genealogical Society, “cut right to the
chase” as he educated us about African
American and Internet Genealogical Research.
The meeting room at the Library was
packed with an attentive audience as Jerry
Merritt delivered his professionally prepared
seminar about innovative research techniques.
He also shared this link to his Power Point
Presentations, which includes these valuable
research sites: http://robledal.org/genealogy.htm

The Bay County Library displayed several
exhibits of African American Genealogy
Books and Research Information. Photo by
Rebecca Saunders
Another impressive display was the
delicious refreshments which Jo and Sally
prepared for the seminar. It is truly amazing
how each month they prepare such tasty treats
with a theme for the season or program.

Photos by Ron Young

Members and Guests enjoy the Mini Seminar

Jo Hanson was kept busy refilling the snack bowls
with “goodies” for the large turnout at the “Fall‐
Mini Seminar.”
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Recently, there has been much discussion
about this site’s name change from Footnote to
Fold 3. The name change has given the site some
good advertisement, and reintroduced it as an
excellent source for Military records. The new
name was derived from the flag folding
ceremony where “the third fold” is made in
honor and remembrance of the veterans who
have served our country and continue to maintain
peace throughout the world. For more
information, check out Fold 3’s website and
blog, or follow them on Facebook from this link.
http://www.fold3.com/about/
2011 Family History Expo
November 11th & 12th
Gwinnett Civic Center Duluth, GA

Mary K. McGraw demonstrates the ease of
searching for Military Records on Fold 3.
Photo by Ron Young
Last year Ancestry.com purchased
iArchives, which was the parent company for
Footnote.com.
iArchives was a valuable
acquisition because of its highly accurate and
patented OCR digitization software. According
to Dick Eastman’s September 2010 genealogy
newsletter, "The sales price was $27 million...”
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_geneal
ogy/
Footnote has always been known for its
large database of military records, and as Mary
K. demonstrated it is now “user friendly.” At
this site military files can be found and images
can be captured, printed, and/or saved to your
computer. It is a great source for service records
from the Revolutionary War Pension files, Civil
War Service Records, including Widows’
Pensions, WWII Missing Air Crew Reports, and
the Interactive Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Wall, just to name a few.

Susanne Shay, Diana Cochran, Becky
Saunders, Sarah Sapp & daughter, Susanne
Strickland, Mary K. McGraw, and Janice
Cronan enjoyed the Family History Expo.
The Expo was held in North Georgia and
was “Where Ol’ Dogs Learn New Tricks!” With
over 50 presentations to choose from, everyone
learned many new tricks. Look for Susanne
Strickland’s upcoming article to be published in
the Tracing Pasts column of The News Herald.
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F irst F amilies of Bay
County C ertification
Program

You can get detailed information here:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/firstf
amilies.html

By Rebecca Saunders

G enealogy A fter Hours

Y

our ancestors did their part.
They came here. They saw the potential.
They braved the hardships. They tamed
the land. They fought the good fight. They
succeeded. What have you done? Have you
honored their accomplishments? How will they
be remembered?

W ith Rebecca Saunders
January 19th 2012 @ 5:00 – 8:00 pm is a
perfect time to research your “First Family
Ancestors.” Reservations are required, so please
call 850-522-2130 to reserve your seat today.

If you are the family historian, you may
be the last one who remembers their story. You
can make a difference. You owe it to your
ancestors, yourself, and your children to
immortalize these stories in the records of Bay
County. You can certify your Bay County
ancestors and yourself through the F irst F amilies
of Bay County Certification Program
administered by the Bay County Genealogical
Society.
The First Families of Bay County,
Florida, Certification Program seeks to identify
and honor the first families of Bay County,
recognize their proven descendants, and promote
interest in the rich genealogical heritage and
history of Bay County.
The certificate will be awarded to any
person who shall provide documentary evidence
sufficient to establish that said person is credibly
descended directly from a pioneer who settled
within the present-day boundaries of Bay
County, Florida, before the county was created.
The evidence submitted must establish, in the
opinion of the First Families Committee, that the
specified pioneer was, in fact, a bona-fide
resident of what is now Bay County on or before
24 April 1913 and that the applicant is credibly
descended from that pioneer.

__________________________________
F riday, F ebruary 3, 2012, from 8-9 E T
“Who Do You Think You Are?”
This popular TV Show was renewed for a third
season by NBC. According to Wikipedia.org,
some stars who are taking part are: Marisa
Tomei, Martin Sheen and Blair Underwood.
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C O M I N G E V E N TS
Bay County G enealogical Society
1:00 at the Bay County L ibrary
January 21, 2012:

W ith W ayne W right

Scots-I rish G enealogy
Wayne has been researching his genealogy for
over 33 years. He has collected many records,
including those from Ireland and Scotland. In
his book, which represents Wayne’s lifetime
work, he weaves historical events into the lives
of several family members. He has documented
hundreds of names in the branches of his
paternal and maternal lines of his family.

F ebruary 18, 2012

W ith M atthew Shack

T he H istory of A frican A mericans of
St. A ndrews Bay
Matt will be discussing his book which is expected
out in 2012. Born in Marianna, he grew up in Panama
City, FL. Since his retirement, he is very active in
AARP, the AA Cultural Center, and is the Founder
and Director of the Glenwood Community Playhouse
for Performing Arts.

M arch 17, 2012 W ith Norma H ubbard
“ Once Upon a Ti me in St. Andrews Bay”
Norma is a southern writer who lives in Panama
City. Norma not only writes but
performs a one-woman act, with
her storytelling. She makes
history come alive in her stories.
She is also active in local
activities, receiving the 2000
Jefferson Award for the War Memorial Wall
which was dedicated on Memorial Day, 1999.

E xtraction Projects
Sharing O ur Records
By Judy Bennett

Y

ears ago our society decided to share
Bay County records. About 20 years
ago, tombstone readings began. One
person read out loud and one person
wrote the information down, until every known
tombstone was deciphered.
Eventually the written documents were
microfilmed. One set was for our library, and
another was for the Family History Library in
Salt Lake City.
With a mishmash of different software,
Bill Zehner was able to put it into digital form
and upload it to our society web page. That was
the start of our extraction project.
“Extraction” means a drawing or pulling
out of information. This January we will be
pushing to extract more records. We have about
9 people currently working on indexing local
history books, getting births, marriages and
deaths from the old newspapers that are online,
completing our marriage records, and finding
people in some very old books and ledgers.
Why are we doing this? To help people
around the world to discover their Bay County
ancestors and to help Bay County individuals
prove their descent as First Families of Bay
County.
Won’t you help the society by giving
some of your time? It will be an act of kindness
to many people.
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New Books

Virginia
George family history : descendants of Col. John
George (1603-1679) of England and Virginia / 3
vols.--Grant, Marvin A.-- Gen R 929.42 GRA

In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
2 Dec 2011

Florida
Legend of the MAC : 40 year pictorial history
(1946-1986) of the Bay County Chamber of
Commerce Military Affairs Committee /--Basham,
Hank— FL Gen R 917.59 BAS

.

Georgia
Jefferson County, Georgia and some surrounding
areas land records /2 vols.-- Crumpton, Daniel
Nathan-- GA Gen R 929.3758 CRU

Richmond County, Georgia land records :
boundaries as of 1777 /.--Crumpton, Daniel
Nathan—GA Gen R 929.3758 CRU
Georgia Land Lottery research /-- Graham, Paul
K.-- GA Gen R 929.3758 GRA
General
The Genealogist’s Address Book : state and local
resources : with special resources including ethnic
and religious organizations /-- Bentley, Elizabeth
Petty-- Gen R 929.1 BEN

.

Membership Renewal
Time!
Your BCGS membership expires at
the end of each December.
If a $ sign appears on your address
Label of this issue, your dues are
overdue. Please tender payment
promptly so you won’t miss any
issues of The County Line.
Please pay your dues of $20 to:
Membership Chair, P.O. Box 15294,
Panama City, FL 32406
And if you aren’t already, please
consider receiving your newsletter
by email for these additional
benefits: receiving it in color and
accessing
genealogy
websites
through the inserted links.
.
.

Black Roots : A Beginner's Guide to Tracing the
African American F amily Tree /-- Burroughs, Tony,
-- Gen R 929.1 BUR
Crash Course in Genealogy /-- Dowell, David R., -Gen R 929.1 DOW
United States
The Great Migration : I mmigrants to New England,
1634-1635 /-- Anderson, Robert Charles,-- Gen R
929.374

E lizabeth C rusan and L inda Sowell cheerfully
renew memberships at the meetings.
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Bay County Genealogical Society Spring 2012 Seminar
M arch 10, 2012
Schedule
8:30 AM ‐ 9:00 AM

Registration/Check In

9:00 AM – 9:15 AM

Welcome
Opening Remarks
Introduction of Speaker

9:15AM ‐ 10:15 AM

Push and Pull: the Reason for
Migration

10:15 AM‐10:35 AM

20 min. Break

10:35 AM‐11:35 AM

Genealogy Orienteering

11:35 AM‐12:20 PM

45 min. Lunch

12:20 PM ‐ 1:20 PM

The Genealogist as a CSI

1:20 PM ‐ 1:35 PM

15 min. Break

1:35 PM ‐ 2:35 PM

Bring ‘Em Back to Life

2:35 PM – 3:00 PM

Closing Remarks
Evaluations
Questions

THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City
Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 a.m. also on the third Saturday
of the month. Membership dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single-address
families, and $10 for full-time students, payable in December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription
to The County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster:
Send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.
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