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1940 U.S. Census online April 2nd
For the first time in history the census will be made available online the same day it is released
from its seventy-two year privacy restriction. Archives.com was selected by the National Archives to
build a website where researchers can view and download images of this long awaited, valuable,
genealogical resource. Before April 2nd this link will take you to a 3 minute video about the census.
http://1940census.archives.gov/. On April 2nd this link will take you to the online 1940 census.
Unfortunately, it will be some time before the census has a searchable name index, but we can
search by location. In order to search by location, we need to know where the person lived and then find
their enumeration district (ED). An ED is an area of the county assigned to a census taker and is
explained in the video above. The easiest way to find a ED # is through Stephen Morse’s site at this link
http://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html. There are also maps, like this partial Bay County Florida
map, which show the 1940 ED #’s. http://research.archives.gov/description/5829601
Dear Myrtle’s Blog announces 5 free nights of webinar updates on the 1940 census sponsored by
RootsMagic. http://blog.dearmyrtle.com/2012/03/nightly-1940-census-webinar-pass-word.html
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1940 U. S. Census
Homework due
April 2, 2012
By Janice Moore Cronan

The National Archives will release the 1940 U. S. Census on April 2nd at 9:00 A.M. EST. It will not
have a searchable name index for some time. By doing your homework you can find where the
person lived, their census enumeration district (ED), and then you can browse that ED district to find
your person. Below is a list of suggestions by the National Archives on how to prepare for the opening
of the 1940 Census.
1. Make a list of all the people you want to look for in the 1940 census. Ex: I want to look for
my parents and my oldest brother who was born in 1936, Alpharetta, Fulton Co., Georgia.
(ED = 60-45)
2. Collect addresses for the people you plan to search for. If you don’t know where they
were, try to find an address or location in the suggested sources below:
1930 Census,
Birth /Marriage/Divorce/ or Death Certificates, employment or
naturalization records, Social Security or any government applications, WWII
registration, newspapers, old address books, city directories, diaries, letters, pictures,
books, yearbooks, “mug books,” school or church records, graveyards, and relatives’
memories.
3. Now identify the enumeration district (ED) in which each address was located and write it
down beside the person’s name. Keep this list to use on April 2nd when the census comes
online.
4. How to search the 1940 Census Maps for the ED Numbers
Use this website http://www.archives.gov/research/search/ and in
the search box, enter “1940 Enumeration District Map County
State.” Sometimes using the maps is the easiest way to find the
streets, cities, and lightly written ED #’s. You can zoom in and
out, move around, and download each map. The map may have
many other numbers, but the ED numbers should be a two part
number separated by a hyphen. The first number is the
county and the second number is the ED within that county.
5. More information about the 1940 Census and other ways to search
for Enumeration Districts can be found at this “One Step” Website.
http://stevemorse.org/census/quiz.php.

Many thanks to Ann
Jones for proofing
The County Line.
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George Morgan Seminar….Ahaaaaaaaa!!…..What a Treat!
BCGS Spring Seminar 2012

Speaker George Morgan & Suzanne Shay,
Spring Seminar Chair………..Great Job!

The seminar was held in the upstairs, spacious, and
comfortable conference room of the Panama City
. Marina Civic Center. BIG THANKS to THEIR
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF!!

The seminar topics included, but were not limited to,
Migration, Using Maps, The Genealogist as CSI, &
Developing an Ancestor Profile.

Walter Sherman, BCGS Treasurer, helps with the
Spring Seminar registration.
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Below: Diana, Judy, Mary K., Becky, & Jo are ready for guest to arrive. Lunch was prepared
by Arnold High School Culinary Students. The guests also enjoyed delicious snacks prepared
by Sally Reinhart, Jo Hanson, and others.

Suzanne and Sally discuss speaker topics.

Janice and Liba enjoy the snacks.

Great Food + Great Genealogical Topics + Great Fellowship =A GREAT
SEMINAR!!!
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President’s Message
This spring we have enjoyed an
exciting beginning to the genealogical season.
Wayne Wright started us off right with a
review of the first 33 years of his
genealogical research into his own family’s
history. He has written a book which reveals
hundreds of individuals in his ancestry.
Next we heard a masterful speaker
and genealogical researcher from Marianna,
Matthew Shack, reveal the depth of his own
personal research, including a number of
outstanding citizens of the general area
around this part of north Florida. He also will
be releasing a new book in the near future
revealing more details about his work.
Then on 10 March we were presented
with a spectacular four-lecture display
featuring George Morgan, one of Florida’s
most accomplished genealogists. George is
not only one of the country’s most
outstanding genealogists in terms of his
research; he is also one of the best at
describing his results and suggesting ways
and means to improve our own results.
Finally, on 17 March we heard from
Norma Hubbard giving her presentation on
“Osceola.” She is a local historical author and
storyteller and a very interesting speaker.
She has written several books and gave an indepth review of the life of “Billy Powell,” who
was later known as Osceola.
We already have a number of exciting
programs for the rest of the year lined up,
which will keep our publicity chair, Diana
Cochran and new co-chair, Cindy D’Aurora,
busy. We also have a new extractions chair

that is anxious to continue our ambitious
efforts. Diana Cochran has volunteered and
has been provided with an up-to-date list of
accomplishments and ongoing work, including
histories,
obituaries,
marriages,
tax
assessments, and old newsletters with birth,
marriage, and death information. Would you
like to help? Diana will be very happy to give
you an assignment and show you how to
proceed.
William Zehner, President

____________ _*__________

__

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
By Judy Bennett, Membership
Seven people took advantage of our special rate
to attend the spring seminar and become new
members. We give a welcome to: Clarence
Brown, Sue Cope, Carolyn Harvey, Anna
Miskimen, Mary Nelson, Orby and Patricia
Smith, Geraldine Redmon and James Roney.
An additional member, Bobbie Tate, is returning
after a few years. We are so
glad you are part of the
genealogy society and, if we
can be of any help, please let
us know.

_______________ *________________
[Editor’s Note] In order to receive the greatest
benefit from your membership: please consider
volunteering in an area of your expertise and
interest. You may be interested in: programs and
seminars, transcriptions, extractions, writing
articles for “Tracing Pasts” or “The County
Line,” publicity, technology, photography, or
serving on a committee or as a board member.
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COMING EVENTS
Bay County Genealogical Society
Meetings 3rd Saturday 1:00
Bay County Library
A Look at the 1940 Census
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agendas, definite outcomes, and produced many
records which we use in our genealogical
research. Records of the War of 1812 are
sometimes hard to find, but Judy will be
showing us where they can be found. She will
also be discussing the causes, battles and
consequences of the “forgotten war.”

With Janice Cronan

April 21, 2012: The 1940 U.S.
census will be made available
online April 2nd, but it will not
have a searchable name index for
quite some time. It will be
searchable by enumeration district location. My
presentation will demonstrate how to find
people in the 1940 census using the enumeration
district (ED). I will also share any new updates
and information about the census.
"Whatever Happened to Emma Spanhake?"
With Fred Borg

May 19, 2012:
This was
Fred’s
great-grandmother's
sister. His presentation will
detail his efforts to find out
what happened to her after she
arrived in America in 1880. He will share with
us the steps he has taken in his research. This
will be a good learning experience for folks to
see how he has followed successful leads,
recovered from disappointing “dead ends,” and
as always enjoy the journey with Mr. Borg.

The Forgotten War
With Judy Bennett

June 16, 2012: This year will
commemorate the 200th
Anniversary of the War of 1812. Sometimes
this war is called the forgotten war because it
was wedged between the American Revolution
and the Civil War. Both of these wars had clear

July & Aug. BCGS Summer Break

Indians, Squatters, Settlers and Soldiers in the
“Old Southwest” Presented by the FGS
Local host The Alabama Genealogical Society

Aug 29 - Sep 1, 2012 Birmingham, AL
http://www.fgs.org/2012conference/
Visit the FGS 2012 Conference
Website to review this year's
sessions and special events and
register for the conference.

Genealogy Teams up with Technology
October 20, 2012: The Bay County
Genealogical Society is planning a
beginners/intermediate-level Fall
Seminar. Four topics will be
presented.
FSGS Conference

Mark your calendars Nov. 8, 9, 10th 2012

"The Best of Times: Family History +
Technology!"
Place and Speakers to be announced soon

http://www.flsgs.org/index.php
JUNE 2, 2012: PIONEER PICNIC
Annual Pioneer Picnic will be held at the Forest Park
Methodist Church. Details will be announced soon.

http://home.comcast.net/~wewajoe/bayhistory/E
vents.htm

Volume 31, Number 2, April 2012

The County Line

Colorful posters like these, with information
about available resources, can be found throughout
the historical and genealogical section of our Bay
County Library. Rebecca (Becky) Brown Saunders,
Genealogical Specialist at NWRLS, works tirelessly
acquiring books and educational resources for
genealogical and historical research. Each quarter she
and other volunteers from BCGS provide
opportunities for anyone interested in researching
their ancestors. So sign up and take advantage of this
opportunity to get individual assistance on your
ancestry research.

National Library Week
April 8th – 14th

By Rebecca Brown Saunders
On April 12th from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. join us
for “Genealogy Tips,” which will be conducted in
our Genealogy section, and then that same afternoon
from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., in the Local History Room for some “Local History Research Tips.”
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Family History Center
3140 State Ave, Panama City, FL
Phone 850-785-9290

“Family History Microfilm”
By Ron and Bama Young
Now microfilm can be ordered online
from any computer at this Church Website link
www.familysearch.org/films. It is delivered to
your
local
Family History
Center and can
be viewed by
using
their
equipment. The
centers hours are
Tue & Fri 9:00 12:00 noon, or
you may call for

an appointment.
For more information, contact Family History
Directors Dave and Sherry Richards at 7846983, or you may call Bama Young at 271-8945

_____________*______________
Editor’s Notes from Janice Cronan
The Family History Center also offers
free access to many subscription-based
databases: The Genealogist, Footnote.com,
Origins.net, World Vital Records, Newspaper
Digital Archives, and more at this link:
https://www.familysearch.org/help/viewdocume
nt?documentId=106761&sliceId=SAL_Public&
userQuery=portals
Visit https://www.familysearch.org/ to
see their impressive website. Several of us from
BCGS attended the Family History Expo in
Gwinnett Co., Georgia last fall. Family Search
was well represented. We attended many of the
presentations by young, enthusiastic speakers
from the LDS church. They delivered cutting
edge genealogical information and the
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innovative technology used to access it. Free
access to all genealogical records is their goal.
George Morgan mentioned Family
Search several times in his presentation. He
wondered aloud what would happen to
Ancestry.com when the records held by the LDS
church have all been indexed, digitized, and made
available online with free access.

The RootsTech 2012 Family History
conference held
in February at
Salt Lake City,
Utah drew more
than
4,000
attendees. This
picture was taken
by Jeffrey D. Allred from the Deseret News. I wish I
could have been there, don’t you? We can enjoy the
archived
videos
at
this
link.
https://www.familysearch.org/techtips/2012/03/roots
tech-2012-videos

______________*_____________
Bill
Zehner,
President BCGS, tells
society members about the
Family Search
1940
U. S. census indexing
project. This project is a
combined
effort
by
Family
Search,
Archives.com, FGS, APG, and other leading
genealogy organizations to recruit transcribers
and create a searchable name index for the 1940
census, ASAP. After completion, the census
will be put online with free and open access. If
you are interested in volunteering to help index
the census records for the “Greatest Generation”
you can read more about it at this link.
https://the1940census.com/
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library

13 March 2012
Several New Books by George G. Morgan

Alabama Yearbook
Glomerata, 1986 / —
Auburn University, —
AL Gen R 371.8 AUB

Florida
Yearbooks:
The Seminole, 1966 / — FL Gen R 929.1 SEM
The Seminole, 1968 / — FL Gen R.929.1 SEM
The Seminole, 1969 / — FL Gen R.929.1 SEM
General
1884 Abstracts from the Daily Texarkana
Independent Newspaper / Gen R 929.1 EIG
Coles, Porters, and Many Others / — Cutchens,
Gloria Cole — Gen R 929.42 CUT
How to Do Everything with your Genealogy / —
Morgan, George G., — Gen R 929.1 MOR
Our Haugs in America, — Gen R 929.42 OUR
Our Youngest C.S.A. Soldierboys:
Homeguardsmen of Florida's Panhandle /
— Hoar, Jay S., — Gen R 973.7 HOA
The Genealogy Forum on America Online:
Official User's Guide / — Morgan, George
G., — Gen R 910 MOR
The South's Last Boys in Gray: An Epic Prose
Elegy: A Sub Study of Sunset and Dusk of
the Blue and the Gray / — Hoar, Jay S., —
Gen R 973.7 HOA

Your Family Reunion: How to Plan It, Organize
It, and Enjoy It / — Morgan, George G., —
Gen R 394.2 MOR
North Carolina
Order of First Families of North Carolina
Registry of Ancestors/ — Brayton, John
Anderson — NC Gen R 929.3759 BRA
Revolutionary War Soldiers of Western North
Carolina NC/ — Gen R 929.3756 REV
Pennsylvania
Welsh Settlement of Pennsylvania / —
Browning, Charles Henry, — PA Gen R
929.3748 BRO
South Carolina
Greenville County, South Carolina, Will Abstracts,
1787-1853 / — Holcomb, Brent H., SC Gen R
929.375741 HOL
South Carolina's Royal Grants, / — Holcomb, Brent
H., — SC Gen R 929.3757 HOL

Tennessee
Founding of the Cumberland Settlements: The
First Atlas 1779-1804, Showing Who Came,
How They Came, and Where They Put Down
Roots / — AL Gen R 371.8 AUB TN Gen R
929.3768 FOU
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The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to
the advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical
research and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural
enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August)
at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at
10:00 a.m. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription
to The County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster
send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.
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