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The War of 1812:
A Bicentennial
Remembrance
The War of 1812 was fought between
June 18, 1812 and formally ended February 17,
1815. It has been called the forgotten war, but
many states and organizations are reminding us
of the impact it had on our young nation with
bicentennial ceremonies and events taking place
throughout the country. The Bay County
Genealogical Society (BCGS) commemorated
the event with a presentation by Judy Bennett.
She discussed the major causes, objectives,
major battles, and the genealogical records which
we could find from this important time during
our history.
This pictorial montage depicts several
important events which took place: Washington
burned by the British in 1814, the Battle of New
Orleans, the Battle of Queenston Heights, several
battles with Native Americans, and the many
battles at sea.
The U.S. Navy was very
important during the War of 1812, as shown
here.
http://www.navy.mil/1812/videos.asp?id=27

History and Genealogy complement each
other. Historical events like wars and sometimes
their subsequent land acquisitions provide
records which document events in our ancestors
lives. Published genealogies without information
about the historical timeframe in which our
ancestors lived are boring because they are just a
list of names and dates. When we combine facts
with the events which took place during the
historical time period we get a better
understanding of the choices our ancestors’
made.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_1812
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First Families of Bay County Florida Recognized
At 71st Annual Pioneer Picnic

Marlene & Diane welcome guests and members.

Guests began arriving early for this
year’s 71st annual picnic of the Historical Society
of Bay County (HSBC), held Saturday, June 2nd
at the Forest Park United Methodist Church,
1401 W. 23rd Street, Panama City, FL.

Glenda Walters, president HSBC, talks with
reporters. Photo courtesy of the News Herald

http://www.newsherald.com/articles/fans103155-history-bay.html#ixzz1xKfNBPZd
For the past five years one of the main
events at the picnic has been the awards
ceremony for the “First Family of Bay County”
(FFBC). This year’s ceremony was especially

David Smith and his “crew” did a great job
organizing the event. The event program was
written by Rebecca Saunders, and the pioneer
poster was created by Bill Zehner.

exciting with coverage by the News Herald and
local TV station. Hopefully, this type of
publicity will generate interest throughout the
community about history and genealogy. I’m
sure there are many people whose ancestor
would qualify as a FFBC pioneer. If you are one
of them, please go to our website and submit
your application. Next year is Bay County’s
bicentennial and this would be a perfect way to
honor your ancestor as a documented pioneer.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/firstf
amilies.html
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Two First Families of Bay County
Certified and Honored
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wife in 1944, both in Millville. His descendants
still live in Bay County.

This year two more families have taken
their place of honor beside the previously
certified Bay County Pioneers. The following
information, in italics, was provided by Rebecca
Saunders for the pioneer picnic program.
William Ithamar (W. I.) Singletary was born 5
November 1862 near Fort Gaines Georgia.
Reaching manhood he moved to the St. Andrews
Bay area of what was then Washington County
(arriving at least by 1884). He married Sarah
Theodocia Ellison in North Bay, Florida. Her
family had already settled in that area.

Descendants of W.I. Singletary with
certificates: Bill and Ina Joy Wicker, Verna
Vernell “Nell” Barnett, Ina Joy Conrad, and
Rosemary Martin (not pictured).

Joy Conrad and other descendants of W.I.
Singletary are proud of their family history. They
are a documented part of Bay County history.

He took an interest in good government and
served as a Washington County commissioner
before 1913 and the first mayor of Millville,
established in 1913. He and his wife had two
sons and two daughters. He died in 1935 and his

W.I. Singletary’s Father died during the
Civil War, and the family has letters from that
time period. Of the many family stories passed
down, Joy especially enjoys how her GreatGrandfather Singletary built her Grandmother
Nell’s house, in 1902. Joy’s research backed up
the family stories, and she’s not done with her
research, either; she’ll be looking into her
grandmother’s history in the near future.
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William Thomas Sharpless, our second pioneer,
was born in Wakulla County, Florida in 1854,
and came to what is now Bay County by 1912.
He served as a deputy sheriff and assistant
freight agent for Pensacola, St. Andrews and
Gulf Steamship Company, retiring in 1936. He
married Sarah Frances Davis 30 November
1887, and they had three sons and five
daughters. William died 19 April 1938 and his
wife in 1944.
One of his beautiful daughters is pictured
to the right with her husband, and his
descendants are pictured below.

L. to R. Dan Strickland’s Aunt & Uncle Sarah Lock Drake and Ray Drake, Dan and brother Dallas
Strickland. FFBC Certificates awarded to: Daniel (Dan) E. Strickland, Evan Strickland (son of
Volume
Number
3, July
Dallas),31,
Drew
Strickland
(son2012
of Dan), and The
BettyCounty
Locke Line
Stanley___
(Mother of Dan).
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Suzanne Silk Strickland, wife of Dan and active
member of Bay County
Genealogical
Society,
received the coveted,
“Certified Researcher of
First Families of Bay
County,” certificate for
her many hours of
research and documentation of her husband’s pioneer family.
Her enthusiasm is contagious, and I give
Suzanne credit for encouraging me after her
excellent presentation in 2009 on “How to Begin
our Genealogy Research.” Her example led me
to become more involved in the Society.

President’s Message
We have seen big changes in our Society
already this year. A number of new transcription
projects, largely the work of our new extractions

___
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how to find that by looking in Steve Morse’s Web
page, Obtaining the Enumeration District for a

1940 Location in One Easy Step.
Another exciting presentation by Fred
Borg, “Whatever Happened to Emma Spanhake”
revealed a number of research techniques that he
used to discover what happened to her after her
arrival in America in 1880. Interesting artifacts
included an original plaque from a Chicago firm (in
German) revealing his ancestor’s acceptance into
the brewer’s guild.
Judy Bennett commemorated the 200 th
anniversary of the War of 1812 with a wellresearched presentation in June. Judy continues
to expand her presentation capabilities, and this
one revealed a remarkable amount of research.
Records are sometimes difficult to find for this
war, but Judy provided three pages containing
many likely sources.

are already underway.

Judy revealed a number of relevant names

Included are lists of births, marriages, and deaths

of outstanding persons involved in various stages

recorded in early additions of the Panama City

of the development of the War of 1812, including

Pilot. We had over 105,000 transcription records

the warrior Tecumseh, William Henry Harrison,

as of December 2011, and have added about 6,500

Henry Clay, Jacob Brown, and General Stonewall

records already this year, including obituaries

Jackson. I found it particularly interesting that,

from the News Herald for 2008-2012. We are

while

hoping to add another year and a half of records

Washington were destroyed, the U. S. Patent

to our obituaries, between 2006 and 2007, which

office was spared, owing to the efforts of William

will give us a complete 25-year record from 1987

Thornton, the Superintendent of Patents.

chair, Diana Cochran,

to the present. Sarah Sapp is adding new records
as they become available.

all

of

the

major

public

buildings

of

Owing to a delay in communications, the
battle of New Orleans was won by the troops of

We have had three really interesting

Major General Andrew Jackson after the Treaty

presentations recently at our regular meetings.

of Ghent had been signed on December 14 1814.

First, Janice presented a carefully researched

That ended the attempt by the British to seize

Look at the 1940 Census. She gave an informative

the vast territory which had been previously

discussion about how to look up people in that

acquired with the Louisiana Purchase.

census by using their enumeration district, and
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Our annual presentation of First Families
of
Bay
County
Certificates
went
off
extraordinarily well at the Historical Society of
Bay County summer picnic event. Approximately 62
persons were in attendance during the
presentation, which included 10 certificates. One
of these was a researcher certificate, to Suzanne
Strickland for her work in putting together an
application package.
We look forward to seeing you again in the fall.

William Zehner, President

BCGS 2011
Financial
Report
Beginning Balance

3034.48

Income
Membership Dues
Seminar
Donations Received
Miscellaneous
First Families
Total Income

1,336.49
2,549.00
307.05
100.00
284.00
4,576.54

Expenses
Society Memberships
Library Donations
Seminars
Newsletters
P.O. Box + Stamps
Bank Fees & Checks
First Families
Total Expenses

294.00
894.25
2,054.67
474.64
63.60
111.94
268.07
4,161.17

Net Income 2011
Total Profit
CD Savings
Balance Carried Forward

+415.37
3,449.85
-250.00
3,199.85
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Coming Events
July & Aug. BCGS Summer Break
Have the Best Summer Ever!

July 19, 2012: “Genealogy After Hours” with
Rebecca Saunders and the Bay County Public
Library (BCPL) staff. The Library will open
from 5 to 8 p.m. for genealogists wishing to do
family research. This is a great time of FFBC
applicants to get extra help. Reservations are
required. Please call 850-522-2130.
July 25, 2012
Presented by BCPL
“Tombstone Tales:
Cemeteries, Symbols,
and Stories”
For Information call:
989-893-9566
Aug 29 - Sep 1, 2012 Birmingham, AL
Indians, Squatters, Settlers and Soldiers in the
“Old Southwest” Presented by the FGS
Local host The Alabama Genealogical Society
http://www.fgs.org/2012conference/

September 15, 2012 Welcome back! BCGS
presents The Stalveys from the Panama City LDS
Church. They will present a program on Family
Search. http://familysearch.org/

October 20, 2012: BCGS Fall Seminar. See
page 9 of this newsletter for more information.
Future genealogical events: can be found on
our webpage:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/progr
ams.html
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Meet Your BCGS Officers and
Committee Chairs

Publicity & FSGS Liaison

After Diana sent me this great article about her
responsibilities as extractions chair, I thought it
would be helpful to publish a current list of
chairpersons and their pictures. This way
everyone will know who to contact with ideas or
to volunteer for current projects.

Recently, Cindy began sharing
publicity duties with Diana, and
is doing a great job! She is busy
getting the word out about
BCGS programs to the
community
through
the
newspaper and radio. Since she is also the
Florida State Genealogical Society Liaison, folks
from all over Florida know what our society is
doing over here in the panhandle.

Extractions Committee
by Diana Cochran
I
recently
became
the
Chairperson for the Extractions
Committee. Judy Bennett has
held this position for many
years, and we thank Judy for
her years of service in not only
this position but for all she has
done and continues to do for
the Society.
We have a total of 11 people who have
volunteered to work on extractions including
Suzanne Shay, Lynne Siegfried, Kathy Ove,
Fred Borg, Elizabeth Crusan, Phyllis Hamilton,
Jan Williams, Suzanne Strickland, Rebecca
Miller, Sally Rinehart and myself. I thank all of
you for volunteering your time.
We have some projects that can be worked on in
the comfort of your own home or if you prefer,
you can spend some quiet time in the Bay
County Public Library. If you would like to
become involved in this ongoing effort, please
contact me at dbcochran@bellsouth.net or 2366240. Please remember that your work will help
someone find information on their ancestors.
Thanks and have a great summer.
See you in the Fall, Diana Cochran

Recording Secretary
Marlene Womack is the
custodian of the Society’s
records, and records the
proceedings of the Society.

Cindy D’Aurora
Daurora.genealogy@yahoo.com

Archives, Library, & FFBC
Rebecca (Becky) Saunders
bsaunders@baycountyfl.gov

Becky works very hard in the
Local History Department of
the 11th Street Bay County
Library. Here she collects and
preserves
historical
and
genealogical items of interest
to the Society. As the
Librarian, she serves as a liaison between BCGS
and the public library, administers funds to
purchase genealogical and historical books, and
is very active instructing and assisting others
with research, including applicants to FFBC.

Corresponding Secretary & Spring
Seminar Suzanne Shay
suzshay@bellsouth.net

As corresponding secretary, Suzanne is kept very
busy conducting
the
correspondence
of
the Society. For the past
several years she has also
worked
tirelessly
in
organizing
professional
genealogical seminars and
bringing “top notch” speakers to our area like
Debra Fleming, “The Ancestry Detective” and
George Morgan, with Aha! Seminars.
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Hospitability Committee

Treasurer

Sally Reinhart & Jo Hanson

Walter Sherman

Sally and Jo “go above and beyond” when it
comes to providing refreshments for the BCGS
meetings. Many times we have treats which go
along with the presentation or holidays like
Mardi Gras. This year we all celebrated the New
Year with a birthday party! They always get 4
stars for the spread they provide at the seminars.

Membership Services
Judy Bennett/Linda Sowell
judybennett@knology.net
Judy Bennett
is
also
Second Vice
President
and frequent
speaker
at
meetings. As
membership
chairs, she and Linda maintain a current, updated
list of members, take attendance, and provide
new member packets and name badges.

First Vice President & Programs Chair
mary.mcgraw@comcast.net
Mary K. McGraw has
several responsibilities: she
assumes the duties of the
President in his absence,
has numerous duties with
the
web
page,
and
Facebook, enlists writers
for monthly articles in the
News Herald (Tracing
Pasts), presents programs herself, and secures
speakers for all the programs during the year.

The treasurer is
the custodian of
the
Society’s
funds, and Walter
has done a great
job for many
years. He pays the
bills, balances the
check book, and
makes monthly and yearly reports to the board.

President & FGS Liaison
wjzehner@northwestfloridagenealogy.com
William (Bill) Zehner, Certified Genealogist
As President Bill does
everything, which is
called “being an exofficio member of all
committees..”
Bill’s
“visible duties,” at this
time, is to preside over
all
the
meetings,
present
genealogical
programs, and maintain
our excellent BCGS
web page. He recently turned The County Line
newsletter over to me, and I think I am causing
his hair to turn grey as I worry him to death with
questions.

Newsletter & Budget/Finance
jmcronan@aol.com
Janice Cronan.
Genealogy
is
my
obsession and I enjoy
sharing information. I
would
love
for
everyone to contribute
articles
or
make
suggestions about what you would like to see
published in the newsletter. As for my BudgetFinance chair, the board is conservative in their
spending and that makes my job easy to report,
“we are within our budget for the year.”
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
a.m. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year.
Our Web address is www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription
to The County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster
send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.
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