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Celebrate the Bay County Centennial
http://www.baycounty100.com/History-Bay-County-FL.aspx
Bay County, Florida was formed April 24, 1913, so this year we celebrate its 100th birthday. Go to the link above
to read The History of Bay County by Marlene Womack. This site contains information about many of the events
which took place in Bay County’s history, as will this presentation at the Bay County Library, April 16th in the
Local History Room from 10:00 to 2:00. The Library has chosen to incorporate Bay County history memorabilia
into their National Library Week poster below. Join them to learn about the rich history of this area, and take
advantage of all the resources your library has to offer. Just check out their web site to find something there for
everyone in your family. http://www.nwrls.lib.fl.us/welcome.html
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President’s Message
It has been a busy time for genealogy this past
quarter. I have been busy with a task of finishing up
the obituaries for the period May 2006 through
October 2007, with the objective of updating our obit
catalog from July 1987 to the present. When I
finished that task around the first part of March, I
started looking at how to put the new part - 2006
through the present - together with the existing online
group which extends (I thought) from 1987 to 2006.
In that process, I decided to look chronologically at
the existing database. That took some doing, because
the present online database doesn't use a conventional
calendar. After some sorting, which I had not done
with this database when I put it online in 2006, it
became evident that a considerable amount of data
was missing from what I had assumed to be a
complete database. In addition to about a dozen
scattered months of partially or completely missing
data, half a year was missing from 2001, and the
whole year was missing from 2002 and 2003. This
led to a concerted effort to upgrade the database. At
present, I have gathered about ten scattered months of
data from the Bay County Public Library’s
newspaper collection and added it already, but much
remains to be done. The data gathered is displayed
under the Research Gateway, Special Collections, or
under the Obituaries on our web page.
http://www.northwestfloridagenealogy.com/gengate/
obits.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/obituary/i
ndex.html
The newly elected board members have been very
busy arranging interesting meetings for our Society
this year. You can see some of the results on our
website - particularly on the Programs page. In
addition you might want to visit the Publications
page, where we are attempting to place the entire
collection of The County Line Newsletters from the
Society’s beginnings in 1981. Also, we have
introduced in the past couple of months a new page,
called Tracing Pasts, with some of the Tracing Pasts
articles which are a genealogy publication from the
local newspaper.
We will have a small collection of applicants for the
First Families of Bay County award this year,
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the 100th year of Bay County’s existence. Becky and I
have been working on this event, and it seems to be
shaping up a bit now.
We are looking for some help in various areas to
support our efforts to upgrade documents of our past.
Please see the article by Diana Cochran, Extractions
Committee Chair, elsewhere in this publication.
Until next time,
William Zehner, President
✣

Obituaries Are So Important to Genealogists
http://www.obituaries.com/Obits.asp
As genealogists search for their ancestors, so much
information can be found in a well written obituary.
We can find facts about their lives which may
include, but are not limited to: event dates and places,
occupations, affiliations, names of parents, siblings,
children, and spouses. It may be possible to contact
living relatives from this information and find
pictures, stories, valuable documents, and living
descendants to provide genetic genealogy samples.
Writing more accurate and complete obituaries today
will make searching for family genealogy and history
better in the future. Preparing an obit in advance for
a loved one, or oneself, and keeping it with your other
legal directives will help provide this accuracy.
Follow this link to learn how to write a more accurate
and complete obituary:
http://blog.legacy.com/2010/12/03/how-to-write-anobituary/
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Extraction Projects

Welcome New/Renewal Members

By Diana Cochran, Extraction Chair

Judy Bennett, Membership Chair

Our thanks go out to the following
people: Bill Zehner and Sarah Sapp
for extracting News Herald obits,
and Carolyn Herrera who has
volunteered to work on 2013 News
Herald obits. We also completed
1922 and 1930 Panama City Pilot
birth, marriage and death records
due to the efforts of Kathy Ove and Elizabeth Crusan.
Suzanne Shay, Lynne Siegfried, Fred Borg, Phyllis
Hamilton, Jan Williams, Suzanne Strickland,
Rebecca Miller, Sally Rinehart and I are currently
working on various projects. We still need volunteers
to work on the birth, marriage and death records for
the Panama City Pilot which covers a year at a time.
The years that have not been completed are 1918,
1919, 1925 -1929, 1931, 1934 - 1941. Also needed
are birth, marriage and death records for the Lynn
Haven Free Press for the years 1926 - 1937. These
are available online so you can work on these from
home.
Some records are on microfilm which requires going
to the library and working on one of the three
available microfilm readers. Those records include
News Herald 1935 - 1986 for birth, marriage and
death records and Bay County marriage records for
1956 - 1975. Other marriage records for Bay County
before April 24, 1913 (which are found in Calhoun
County) can be obtained through the Family History
Center.
We also need volunteers to work on some official
registers located in the Local History Room.
Unfortunately, these cannot be checked out and must
be worked on in the library. I know most of us want
to work from home but the library offers a quiet place
to work and the nicest of people to help you should
you need it.
Many thanks go out to all who have completed
projects and to everyone still continuing in this effort
to make records available for people researching their
ancestry. If you are interested in volunteering for
these projects, please contact me by phone, email or
at one of the meetings. dbcochran@bellsouth.net

Our membership is growing
each month. We are especially
excited to welcome our new
members: Jeannie Cooper, Joe
Oglesby, Kathleen Vance, Joan
Townsend and her Mother
Ileane Anstis. Do not hesitate to
ask us how we can be of service.
Also, a very special welcome goes out to returning
members: Shelia Banks, Jim Barkuloo, Brandi
Barnes, Judy Bennett, Barbara Blum, Edyth Brown,
Tim Buckley, Sue Cope, Mike & Sara Cross, Martha
Sue Doster, Nita Gibbons, Phyllis Hamilton, Carolyn
Harvey, Carolyn Herrera, Jody Herring, Jane
Hinman, Richard Ingram, Ron & Ann Jones, Grace
Lee, Bruce & Carolyn Lloyd, Martha McDonald,
Mary K. McGraw, Pattie Menchion, Rebecca Miller,
Kathy & Tom Ove, Joan Potter, Ruth Preston,
Mildred & A.D. Richbourg, Jim Roney, Sarah Sapp,
Suzanne Shay, Walter Sherman, Burt Smith, Linda
Sowell, Ray & Claudia Steindl, Jerry Widrig,
Marlene Womack, Ed Wood, Bama & Ron Young,
Bill Zehner, Family Search Intl., and the Allen
County Public Library.
New and returning members, we are so glad you are a
part of our award winning society. We hope you
benefit from the meetings, presentations, and
seminars you attend. As you continue to meet other
members we are sure you will share information and
ideas. The quarterly newsletter and monthly emessenger will keep you updated on some of the
latest genealogical and historical research available.
Follow the links provided in both for more
information, sign up for genealogy after hours to
obtain one-on-one research help, and check our web
site often for more information. As with any hobby or
activity, “the more you put into it, the more you get
out of it.” So participate in the discussions and areas
of the society which interest
you. I know you will be
rewarded because it is
rewarding to meet new
friends who share our
common genealogical interests and enthusiasm. We
look forward to your active membership.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/index.htm
l
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Winter Programs Review
The Genealogy of Genealogy
By Sharman Burson Ramsey

January 19, 2013:
Sharman gained and kept
everyone’s interest with her
informative and entertaining
presentation. We knew it
would be entertaining when
she began by telling us, “My
name is pronounced Charmin,
just like the toilet paper.” She
really piqued my interest
when she mentioned her
atDNA (autosomal DNA) test results indicated she
has Native American Heritage. You can read more
about atDNA genetic genealogy testing and see an
example of a heritage pie chart at this link:
https://www.23andme.com/ancestry/recent/#ancestry
-composition You may also enjoy these articles by
Roberta Estes on discovering your genetic heritage.
http://www.dnaexplain.com/Publications/Publication
s.asp
Throughout Sharman’s presentation she used
beautiful pictures and stories in telling how she
interwove historical facts about the Creek War, Fort
Mims, and the War of 1812 into her book.
http://www.offthebeatenpath.ws/Battlefields/FortMi
ms/index.html

IF It’s Wrong-----Prove It’s Wrong!
By Claudia Steindl February 16, 2013

The meeting room at the library was packed with an
attentive audience as Claudia walked us through
several “family tales” that seemed just too odd to be
true. She and her husband Ray have researched in
several states collecting proof records. They have
also found documentation online such as: the census,
military draft records, newly digitized marriage
records, and yearbooks. When all of this information
was compiled she was able to prove there was more
to the story than her Grandfather had told her.
In the next scenario, the 1930 census showed one of
her relatives had been divorced, but the family never
said anything about it. She and Ray sat about finding
the records which would show the census taker had
made a mistake or show he was correct. This search
found not only proof of a first wife and subsequent
divorce, but also a child from that marriage
Solving a 100-year old family mystery and creating
genealogical interest in future generations was the
most fascinating of all. In her son-in-law’s family
there was a story about a child dying shortly after his
ancestors emigrated. The family immediately moved
on to Kansas and had to leave the child’s body with
strangers for a proper burial, but they knew not
where. Claudia and Ray found the death reported at
http://www.deathindexes.com/ and the cemetery.

She concluded her presentation with a brief overview
on how to build a genealogy web site. See her web
site here: http://sharmanbursonramsey.com/

We hope Claudia will share more “If It’s Wrong”
stories and “Prove It” research techniques with us in
the future.

‘Winter Review’ continues next page>>
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How about those Other Census Schedules?
By Douglas “Doug” Dunks
March 16, 2013
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6. He has a Bachelor’s degree, a Master’s in
Education, and is currently pursuing a Doctor of
Philosophy degree.
We are very fortunate to have Doug as a member and
look forward to future presentations.
✣

Doug answers questions from the audience.
Doug demonstrated his professional skills throughout
this informative presentation as he told us about those
other census schedules. His notes and sources were
very informative. If you would like a copy, they are
attached to the e-messenger sent out Wednesday,
March 20th. These other census schedules are so
helpful at rounding out our family history especially
if our ancestors were farmers, had physical
disabilities, or were listed in the mortality schedules.

Members enjoy snacks...Thanks Jo & Sally!

When Doug was introduced by Bill Zehner, Certified
Genealogist (CG) and President of the Bay County
Genealogical Society, we learned the following
interesting facts about him:
1. Doug is a member of the Association of
Professional Genealogists and is ‘on the clock’
pursuing CG certification himself.
2. He is an active BCGS member serving as the
FSGS Liaison Committee Chair. Members will
be receiving frequent updates on the state
genealogical activities from him.
3. He is also a member of the Florida Genealogical
Society where he serves as the Conference
Planning Committee Chair.
4. Originally from Wyoming, Doug moved to
Panama City Beach in 2006. His interest in
genealogy began in 1995 with the passing of his
father when he inherited his father’s research
into this unique family name.
5. Doug retired from the Army in 1997 after 21
years of service. He is currently the Activity
Command Information Officer for the Naval
Surface Warfare Center in Panama City.

Ron & Ann Jones enjoy St. Patrick’s Day snacks.

Sarah S. & Judy B. greet members & guests.
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Spring Coming Events
Mark Your Appointment Calendars
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Bay County Genealogical Meetings
Bay County Library 3rd Saturday @ 1:00

Saturday, 20 April, 2013

National Library Week
Tuesday, 16 April, 2013 from 10:00 to 2:00
Local History Room at the Bay County Library

Muscogee Nation of Florida: A Journey Across
the Generations
With Ann Denson Tucker,
Chairwoman of the Tribal Council of the Muscogee
Nation of Florida, Ann
will be taking us on a
journey of the Muscogee
Nation
of
Florida,
formerly known as The
Florida Tribe of the
Eastern Creek Indians.
http://mnof.org/ourhistory/

Genealogy After Hours!
with Becky Saunders
Thursday, 18 April, 2013, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Reservations required. Please call 850-522-2130

In the early 1800’s as
territory was ceded to the
English, the Indians headed south from Alabama,
down the Choctawhatchee River and settled on the
banks of the river. Ann’s people have lived in the
Bruce Indian Community, Walton County, Florida
since the 1860’s. The tribal office is located in the
original schoolhouse built in the late 1800’s. From
here she represents the Tribal Government of the
Muscogee Nation of Florida as Chairwoman to the
U.S. Congress and all other organizations. Ann will
discuss the ongoing struggles for federal recognition
the tribe has with the Department of Interior’s Bureau
of Indian Affairs. http://mnof.org/our-history/
Ann is also an
artist. She is
skilled in many
forms of Tribal
Art
including
basket weaving,
pottery
and
beading. See her
gallery web site
here:
http://www.atuc
kergallery.com/i
ndex.html

‘Spring Coming Events’ continues next page>>
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Saturday, 18 May, 2013
What is Find A Grave?

With Mike Cross

June
1,
2013.
For
more
information:
http://home.comcast.net/~wewajoe/bayhistory/2011%
20Anual%20Pioneer%20Picnic.html

Find
A Grave is
becoming one of the
most valuable online
resources available to
genealogists. Have you
seen
how
many
Ancestry.com hints are
from Find A Grave?
For many years we have
used cemetery surveys to
help
us
find
our
ancestors. In the past we
could only find those
surveys in books which
we had to purchase or
find in libraries.
In Mike's power point presentation he will show us
how we now have the potential to access these
surveys about any cemetery - anywhere - anytime
through the internet. He will also show us how we
can contribute by creating memorials, volunteering to
take pictures of gravestones, offering corrections, and
adding pictures of our ancestors. His interest in local
Bay County Florida cemeteries will also be
discussed. Many of our local cemeteries can be found
here.
http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=csr&CScnty=318

Saturday, 15 June, 2013
Honoring My Civil War Ancestors
With Janice Moore Cronan

Saturday, 1 June, 2013
Historical Society of Bay County
Annual Pioneer Picnic
Everyone is invited to the Annual Pioneer Picnic
hosted by the Historical Society of Bay County.
There is no charge for admission, but please bring a
covered dish. We have several new pioneers who
have met the rigorous qualifications for certificates in
2013. These pioneers have proven their eligibility to
be designated as part of the "First Families of Bay
County” and will be presented certificates. At this
time the list of pioneers include: Andrew Gainer,
Mary Gainer Gainer, Shoemaker Ben Ren Wren
Gainer, Augusta Viola Maxwell, Waldo W. Wallace
Sr., Coe Wallace, William Henry Marshall, Idumea
C. Gray and Wayne Harold Marshall. Please join us
this year to honor the pioneers at the Historical
Society of Bay County Pioneer Picnic on Saturday,
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Fredericksburg Confederate Cemetery
http://cemetery.communitypoint.org/
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Since this is the 150 year anniversary of the
American Civil War, it is only fitting we remember
our history.
This great site, history.com, is
commemorating the 150 year anniversary with
stories.
http://www.history.com/interactives/civilwar-150#/home
If you think you have no interest in this part of
American history then consider this:
 War on the home front affects everyone,
everything, and generations to come.
 If your ancestors were born in the United
States between 1820 and 1850 there is an
excellent chance that you have more than one
American Civil War soldier in your
genealogy.
 It has been estimated that men who were
between the ages of 20 and 40 in 1860,
around 50 percent served in the Union Army
and 80 percent served in the Confederacy.

Volume 32, Number 2, April 2013
Gravesites for three of my four great grandfathers
were very difficult to find. Two of them died during
the war and were very difficult to locate because so
many soldiers were buried at the battlefield. The third
had no headstone, and only one was buried in his
family cemetery. It has been a very interesting
journey tracing my Civil War ancestors.
One of the most interesting events is that we recently
found my paternal great grandfather was buried under
the wrong name at the Fredericksburg Confederate
Cemetery in Virginia. Imagine my surprise when I
saw this update on his Find A Grave memorial page.
I contacted the contributor, Big French, and verified
his information. He is a very meticulous researcher
who is interested in the civil war units that fought. A
cousin from Texas, who is also very interested in the
military battles, ordered a corrected grave marker and
had it installed. We will be guests at this year’s
Memorial Day Service, and he will present a program
on our ancestor.

http://thankgodforevolution.com/node/2128

 If your ancestors immigrated to America
after the civil war, you may find modern day
organizations (like the re-enactors) who keep
history alive with authentic reenactments.
 If your ancestor’s records are intact, then you
can trace the battles he fought in and may be
surprised at how much information is
available about his life during this time.
 If that ancestor or his widow drew a pension
then all sorts of information can be found in
their application files for as many years as
they lived.
All four of my great-grandfathers were in the Civil
War. As a result of their service, I have found
numerous records that contain information about
their lives that I could not have found anywhere else.
For example, information posted to his Find a Grave
memorial page describes my paternal greatgrandfather as 6’ ½” tall with blue eyes and dark hair.
This information came from his enlistment card. I do
not have a picture of him, but this description sounds
like my father.

http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=MOOR&GSpartial=1&G
Sbyrel=all&GSst=48&GScntry=4&GSsr=3601&GRi
d=11419666&
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
13 March 2012
Alabama
Yearbooks:
Conversationalist, 1945/—AL Gen R 929.1 CON
Montage, 1947/— AL Gen R 929.1 MON
Montage, 1948/— AL Gen R 929.1 MON
The Murder That Never Dies/ — Holland,
Eudon—AL Gen R 364.1523 HOL
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Shawnee Heritage: Shawnee Genealogy and Family
History/ Vol. 1 & Vol. 2— Greene, Don—Gen
R 977 GRE
The Complete Seminole /—Ernest, John E. —Gen R
973.0497 ERN
The Winthrop Fleet: Massachusetts Bay Company
Immigrants to New England 1629-1930 / —
Anderson, Robert Charles— Gen R 929.1 AND
Tennessee
The First Southwest: The Third Atlas/—Masters,
Jack—TN Gen R 929.3768 MAS
Rhode Island
Old Light on Separate Ways: the Narragansett Diary
of Joseph Fish, 1765-1776 /—Fish, Joseph,
1706-1781—RI Gen R 266 FIS
✣

Florida
Apalachicola/—Mount-Douds, Beverly—FL Gen R
975.991 MOU
Historical and Pictorial Review of the 31st Division
Army of the United States, Camp Blanding,
Florida, 1941/—FL Gen R 355.37 HIS
Georgia
Admission Register of Central State Hospital
Milledgeville, Georgia 1842-1861 /—/Graham,
Paul K—GA Gen R 362.11 GRA
Wilcox County, Georgia, newspaper clippings, / Vol.
4 & Vol. 5—Evans, Tad—GA Gen R 929.3758
EVA
General
A Guide to Copies & Abstracts of Irish Wills.—Clare,
Wallace.—Gen R 929 CLA
Digital Imaging Essentials: Techniques and Tips for
Genealogists and Family Historians /—
Rasmussen, Geoffrey D. — Gen R 702.8 RAS
Genealogy at a Glance, Finding Female Ancestors/
—Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo.—Gen R 929.1
CAR
Genealogy at a Glance, Polish Genealogy Research
/—Chorzempa, Rosemary A. —Gen R 929.1
CHO
North America's Maritime Funnel: the Ships That
Brought the Irish 1749-1852 /—Punch, Terrence
M.—Gen R 929.1 PUN

Dr. Ralph J. Crandall, Executive Dir. Emeritus
of the New England Historic Genealogical
Society (NEHGS), while visiting our area was
invited to join us for our March BCGS
meeting. He spoke briefly about a current
project he is working on: "Preserving New
England's Records: An Initiative for Family
and Local History." NEHGS offers a free and
paid subscription research site at this link.
http://www.americanancestors.org/free/
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
A.M. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year. Web address www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs

The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can choose electronic or paper delivery. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster send address
changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above .
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