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Bay County Centennial Celebrations Continue
http://www.baycounty100.com/Centennial-Celebration-Events.aspx
Add the Bay County Centennial committees web site to your favorites and you won’t miss any of the celebrations.
The poster below was created by the committee as an invitation for all to come and join the festivities on Monday,
July 1st from 4 to 8 PM. This photo reminds us that on July 1st, 1913 people spent the day in McKenzie Park
celebrating the birth of Bay County. Will you be in the pictures taken this Monday? Will those pictures be used in
future celebrations, and will you be able to pick yourself out of the crowd?

Bay County Government Center Display
The posters on the left, designed by Bill Zehner, contain
photos of the First Families of Bay County (FFBC)
pioneers. These posters are on display in the atrium of
the Bay County Government Center. Hundreds of
people use this building on a daily basis, and walking
past this beautiful display reminds them of the Bay
County Centennial celebrations. According to Rebecca
Saunders this display has also generated much interest in
the FFBC certification program. After seeing the display
several people have come by the Local History Room
and asked questions about certification or shared their
own memories of “days gone by.”
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Fire destroyed 25% of the 1890
Census, and the inept
bureaucratic decision making
after the fire destroyed the rest.
Approximately 38% of the
census was undamaged, and
the 37% that suffered water
damaged might have been
restored with today’s modern
day technology...had it not been
destroyed.

The Destruction of the 1890
Census

✣

1865 Census Enumerator Story
The Ancestry Insider is a blog which reports on topics
of interest to the genealogical community. I recently
read this post at the link below which suggests a large
portion of the 1890 census could have been saved:
http://ancestryinsider.blogspot.com/2009/02/firewater-ice-destroy-1890-census.html.

“nessarie to have an ejachashun”
Published in Madison Co. Genealogical Soc.
Newsletter, Winterset IA 50273, 1987.
Submitted to The County Line by Mike Cross
"I am a census taker for the city of buffalo. are city
has groan very fast in resent years and now in 1865, it
has becum a hard and time consuming job to count all
the peephill. Thur are not meny that can do this work,
as it is nessarie to have an ejachashun, which a lot of
pursons still do not have. Anuther atribeart needed for
this job is good speling for meny of the peephill to be
counted can hardly speek inglish, let alone spel there
names!” (No wonder we can’t find our ancestors.)
.

✣

Well-earned Retirement for PAF
https://familysearch.org/PAF

As this picture clearly shows some of the files and
documents were not burned. Another article about
the tragic genealogical loss of the 1890 census can be
found at the National Archives web site published by
Prologue Magazine:

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1
996/spring/1890-census-1.html

FamilySearch recently announced after almost 30
years PAF is being retired. Beginning July 15th PAF
will no longer be available for download or support.
For the last several years FamilySearch has been
partnering with organizations like Ancestral
Quest, Legacy Family Tree, and RootsMagic,
because they offer an alternative to PAF. They all
have free versions and provide two-way
synchronization with FamilySearch Family Tree.
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First Families of Bay County
By: Rebecca Brown Saunders, FFBC Chairperson
The First Families
Certification
Program
was
created to seek out,
identify, and honor
the first pioneer
families of Bay
County, recognize
their
proven
descendants, and
promote interest in
the
rich
genealogical
heritage
and
history of Bay
County.

of Bay County, Florida,

The certificate may be awarded to any person who
provides documentary evidence sufficient to establish
that he or she is descended directly from a pioneer
who settled within the present day boundaries of Bay
County, Florida, before the county was created April
24, 1913. The evidence submitted must also establish
that the specified pioneer was, in fact, a bona-fide
resident of what is now Bay County.
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Far more important than the certificate, however,
their reward is a better acquaintance with their own
ancestry and a permanent contribution to the heritage
of Bay County.
Many in the audience were not certified but believe
they are descended from ancestors who settled here
before 1913. We encourage you to consider applying
for certification. It’s a great way to leave behind a
permanent record of your honored ancestor(s).

nd

These ladies enjoy reading the 72 Annual Pioneer
Picnic program created by Rebecca Saunders.

This year 18 certificates were presented to 7
descendants honoring 9 Bay County pioneers, who
were previously undocumented pioneers. Three
researcher certificates were also presented.
Since the First Families program started in 2008 we
have certified 48 pioneers, 33 researchers and 121
descendants.

Guests & descendants await ceremony to honor
their pioneers and receive certificates.
The Bay County Genealogical Society adheres to
rigorous documentary evidence requirements. The
certificate recipients whom you see here today have
earned their recognition by perseverance, hard work,
and careful research.
This year was the sixth annual First Families of Bay
County Certification Awards ceremony which took
place at the Pioneer Picnic.

FFBC posters created by William “Bill” Zehner
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FFBC Awards 9 Pioneer, 7
Descendants, and 3 Researchers
Certificates
The work of gathering the documentation and
verification is over. Now the descendants of the
nine previously undocumented pioneers receive
certificates in honor of their ancestors. What a
wonderful way to honor their ancestors who
were such an integral part of the formation of
Bay County over 100 years ago.

Descendants of William & Idumea G. Marshall

Descendants of Andrew and Mary Gainer Gainer
Rebecca Saunders shared with the audience
the Gainer pioneer family history,
as their descendants took the stage.

Andrew Gainer and his wife Mary are both listed
on the 1900 Washington Co., Florida census.
Their
son
Shoemaker Ben
Ren
Gainer
served in WWI,
and his draft
registration shows
he was born May
13,
1895
in
Econfina, Florida.
At the time of his
registration
he
was employed by
A. J. Gainer of
Southport, Florida
in the turpentine
business. At his death in 1969, he was survived
by his wife Cornelious, 3 sons, 11 daughters, 44
grandchildren and 1 great grandchild.

William Henry Marshall and Idumea
Gray Marshall purchased land in
Millville, February 1908. He served
as the Bay County Clerk of Court for
16 years, and later worked for the
Panama City Coca Cola Bottling Co.

His son Wayne H. Marshall was
born 1910 in Millville. He
served in the Navy during
WWII. After returning home he
worked for Harrison Motor Co.,
and later in the Bay Co., Clerk’s
Office.
✣

Another FFBC certified
pioneer was the Viola
Maxwell
Wallace
family and her sons,
Coe
and
Waldo
Wallace Sr. Their
descendants
were
unable to attend.
Thanks so much to
the 3 researchers who
received certificates.
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Annual Pioneer Picnic

Hosted by the Historical Society of Bay County (HSBC)
http://home.comcast.net/~wewajoe/bayhistory/Bay_History_Home.html

For the past several years members of BCGS have been active participants in the certification process for
FFBC applicants and by volunteering during the HSBC picnic. (Photos by Janice Moore Cronan)

Marlene & Diana greet guests with smiling faces.

Mary K.

Janice

Sarah

Linda

Becky

Glenda Walters, President HSBC, and guests

Becky with BCGS member Ann Evans

Linda keeps things running smoothly in
the kitchen...Yum! Yum! Watermelon!

Gainer family descendants await ceremony
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Consider Combining Genealogical
Pursuits with Family Vacations
By: Janice Moore Cronan
Many people will be
taking vacations this
summer. Why not
do
what
my
husband and I did
earlier this year and
find
ways
to
combine genealogy
pursuits with family
vacations?
It had been over a year since my husband and I had
gone on any type of vacation. When early spring like
weather occurred in February we planned a weekend
getaway. Earlier I had read about the North Florida
Genealogy Conference (NFGC) being held in Orange
Park, Florida. This sounded interesting since the
conference could help me brush up on my ancestry
hunting skills, and meet new friends with common
interests. Now all I needed to do was find a “fishing
hole” and campground for my husband. When I
searched for a campground near the conference I
found Whitie’s Fish Camp which provided
everything my husband loved: fishing, campers to
swap fish tales with, and a restaurant with good food.
The conference was hosted by the local LDS church
and sponsored by several genealogical societies,
therefore it was a great bargain at $20. It included
lunch, digital handouts, door prizes, and informative
genealogical presentations. The only problem was
with over thirty presentations to choose from; I
wanted to clone myself so I could attend all of them.
Needless to say I will be attending next year's
conference which is already planned for March 1415, 2014. For more information visit their web site
www.nfgenealogyconference.com
On Friday night Janet Hovorka opened the
conference with updates on The New Family Tree
available at Family Search. I was surprised to learn
how much collaboration and documentation is taking
place between researchers at this site. Learn more
about the new Family Search Tree here:
http://www.lds.org/church/news/familytree-newfamilysearch-service-promotes-collaboration.
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Also on Friday night Darius Gray, a frequent lecturer
and author, kept the audience enthralled with his
presentation: Blacks in the Bible, Finding Your Roots
in the King James Version of the Bible. He referred
to Genesis chapter 10: 6-20 and discussed how
genealogies in the Bible document the “family
names” of Ham’s direct descendants through his
sons: Mizraim from Egypt, Cush from Ethiopia, Phut
from Libya, and Canaan from Palestine. On Saturday
he presented programs on Doing Family History in
Pictures and The African American Family.
Whenever I go to a genealogy conference I choose in
advance which presentations I want to attend. One of
my main objectives is to learn from experienced
genealogists. Two such speakers, Pam Cooper and C.
Ann Staley, were at this conference. I had the
pleasure of meeting both of them last November at
the Florida State Genealogical Conference. They did
not disappoint with their professional presentations
and dedication to help others with their genealogy
research. I was surprised to learn that C. Ann Staley
and Margo Brewer offer genealogical trips to Salt
Lake City, Utah.

Ann-MarGenealogy Trips www.GenealogyTrips.com
The most inspiring genealogical presentation I
attended was by Lori Mirana who shares my belief
that “the process of research is its own reward....and
hidden in the fringes of our work is a feast of
information in the form of patterns built up over
time.” In her presentation, Let Me Weave You A
Story: Genealogical Synchronicity and Family
Patterns, she discussed how our intuition and insight
can lead us in our genealogical research, if we let it.
She also explained how identifying similarities that
Continued on next page >>>
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make unique patterns can help us find our ancestors.
The last presentation I chose to attend was on my
favorite subject, Technology Advances in Genealogy
Research, by Jim Bass. He reviewed research
techniques used during the 20th century, and then he
took us forward to the present advances of the 21st
century with his professionally created power point
presentation. He showed us how information is
easier to access today because of the, “Millions of
people and organizations that are publishing and
sharing information on the internet.” His in depth
presentation was very informative with updates on:
Ancestry.com, Family Search, Find A Grave, The
Gen Web Project, and Genetic Genealogy. Since
technology improvements are being introduced into
our society daily, this type of information is always
needed by genealogists so we can stay up to date with
changes and advances.
Several vendors were at the conference, and my
appreciation for them continues to grow as I realize
they also keep us up to date on products and services
that are available in the marketplace.
One such product is Stories In Stone which gives
customers the ability to share pictures, family trees,
or a recorded message
through a QR (quick
response) code affixed
to a headstone. By
using a “smart device”
to read the QR code
one can tell their
ancestors
story.
http://storiesinstone.biz
Several
companies
offer this product so
please note: I am not
indorsing any product or service, but sharing
information about this technology. A YouTube
advertisement
demonstrating
the
product:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_emb
edded&v=yd2_FG06vnI
✣

Mike Cross: Find A Grave Master
On May 18th Mike Cross presented a jammed packed
power point presentation on Find A Grave showing
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us how this web site has evolved over the years. He
discussed how to build a member’s page and “virtual
cemetery.” There are
several groups and
families who are
compiling
virtual
cemeteries.
For
example he shared:
The Martha Reid
UDC
Chapter,
Jacksonville, Florida
is creating "Virtual
Confederate
Memorials" as their
sesquicentennial
project. It is their
goal to locate and document the graves of over
800,000 Confederate participants for historical
recognition
and
genealogical
purposes.
http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=47314198
Find A Grave will always remain free.
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=listFaqs

They claim no copyright or 'ownership' of any photos
that are posted. Their aim is to provide a free web site
where people can create cemeteries of loved ones,
visit the grave even if you live far away, leave
flowers or a note, link families, and leave or obtain
pictures. Visiting a gravesite, even thru cyberspace, is
a way of keeping the memory of someone alive.
When using a photo from the site an example of the
correct way to cite the work can be found here:
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/findgrave The citation should include the following
information: Find A Grave, database and images
(http://findagrave.com : accessed 26 Jun 2012,
memorial page for Charles Arthur Silk , dates,
#100496412, name of creator = Suzanne, Boca
Raton Municipal Cemetery, Boca Raton, FL.)
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Coming Events
Monday, July 1, 4-8 PM: Bay County
Centennial Celebration at McKenzie Park with
Free BBQ, Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Music and
Tours.
41st Annual Summer Workshop
@ The South Carolina Archives
8031 Parklane Rd., Columbia, SC
803-896-6104
th

th

July 12 & 13 in Columbia, SC. If you are

researching ancestors in S.C. this might be of interest
to you. For more information:
http://www.scgen.org/
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Federation of Genealogy Societies
Journey Through Generations
http://www.fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=43

August 21-24, 2013
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Saturday, September 21, 1:00 PM Judy
Bennett will present a program on using
timelines in your genealogy research.

Saturday, October 19th Fall Seminar
8:30 AM – 3:00 PM
This will be our annual Fall Seminar presented
by BCGS members. Lunch will be included with
the cost for Members@$15.; Non-Members
@$20.; and for New-Members@$30.
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM
9:00 AM - 9:15 AM
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM
Genetic Genealogy

10:15 AM -10:35 AM
10:35 AM 11:35 AM

Genealogy After Hours!
with Rebecca Brown Saunders
Thursday, 18 July 2013, from 5 to 8 PM
Reservations are required. Please call 850-522-2130

11:35 AM - 12:20 PM
12:20 PM - 1:20 PM
1:20 PM - 1:35 PM
1:35 PM - 2:35 PM

Check In
Welcome/Remarks
“Jewels In You Genes”
Speaker: Janice Cronan
20 min. Break
TBA Technology
Speaker: Doug Dunks

45 min. Lunch

TBA
15 min. Break
“Using Library Online
Resources & Interlibrary Loan”--Darby Syrkin
2:35 PM – 3:00 PM
Closing Remarks

Saturday, November 9, 2013 8am-4pm
Pensacola, FL - West Florida Genealogical Society –
Featuring: Megan Smolenyak. See WFGS website.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flwfgs/handoutspresentations/WFGS%202013%20SeminarRegistration%20Form.pdf

Saturday, November 16, 1:00 PM
Presentation: The Vernon Historical Society will
present a program on the contents of the Simmons
Genealogical Collection, and how they obtained and
archived it (Members of BCGS helped with this
project). This collection covers 50 years of research
on many families who have “roots” in Washington
County, Florida.
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
12 Jun 2013
Florida
20 Faces and Places: A History of the People of
Highway 20 and the Ochlockonee River Area.
/Galloway, Susan Rudd/ FL Gen R 929.2 GAL
History of Walton County posse/
FL Gen R 975.997 HIS
The Flastacowo, (yearbook)1938 5 Vols./
FL Gen R 929.1 FLA

General
A Gazetteer of Indian Territory / Gannett, Henry/
Gen R 910.3 GAN
Clyatt: The Descendants of William H. Clyatt/
Kamann, Marilyn Clyatt/ Gen R 929.42 KAM
Ellis Island: Tracing Your Family History Through
America's Gateway /Szucs, Loretto Dennis
Gen R 929.373 SZU
Genealogy At a Glance. Family History Library
Research / Barkley, Carolyn L./
Gen R 929.1
BAR
"He Loves a Good Deal of Rum-- " : Military
Desertions During the American Revolution,
1775-1783 (2 Vols.)
Boyle, Joseph Lee/
Gen R 973.3 BOY
In Search of Your British & Irish Root: A Complete
Guide to Tracing your English, Welsh, Scottish
& Irish Ancestors / Baxter, Angus,/
Gen
R 929.1 BAX
Italian-American Family History : A Guide to
Researching and Writing About Your Heritage
/Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo,/
Gen R 929 CAR
Kinship: It's All Relative /
Arnold,
Jackie
Smith/
Gen R 306.83 ARN
Local Newspapers 1750-1920 : England and Wales
Channel Islands; Isle of Man /
Gen
R 929.3 LOC
Ships of our Ancestors / Anuta, Michael J./
Gen
R 929.1 ANU
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The Carmack Family Genealogy / Peckham, Charles
W./
Gen R 929.2 PEC
The New England Historical and Genealogical
Register: Published Quarterly Under the
Direction of the New England Historic,
Genealogical Society. (6 Vols.)/
Gen R 929.3
NEW
Unpuzzling Your Past: The Best-selling Basic Guide
to Genealogy /
Croom, Emily Anne,/ Gen
R 929 CRO
Georgia
Atlas of East and Coastal Georgia Watercourses and
Militia Districts / Graham, Paul K./ GA Gen R
912.758 GRA
Georgia Courthouse Disasters / Graham, Paul K./
GA Gen R 929.3758 GRA
Great Was Their Valor: Profiles of Sacrifice: World
War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War /
Ensley, Dillard D./ GA Gen R 355 ENS
New York
Military minutes of the Council of Appointment of the
State of New York, 1783-1821/ 4 Vols./
NY
Gen R 973.7 MIL
New York in the American Revolutionary: a source
guide for genealogists and historians /Grundset,
Eric/ NY Gen R 973.7 GRU
Virginia
St. Paul's Parish : Stafford & King George Counties,
Virginia 1715-1798 / 2 Vols. Nicklin, John
Bailey Calvert/ VA Gen R 292.3755 NIC
Lee's Colonels : a biographical register of the field
officers of the Army of Northern Virginia /Krick,
Robert E. L./ VA Gen R 973.7 KRI
✣
Something is Missing...The President’s Report??
I think Bill and Linda are on vacation sailing.
Have FUN! We look forward to your
message in the next issue.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your
face, and rains fall soft upon your
fields. And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand, always.
--Irish Blessing
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
A.M. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year. Web address www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs

The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can choose electronic or paper delivery. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster send address
changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above .
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