____________________________________________________________________________________________
Volume 33, Number 1
January 2014

2

The County Line

Do You Know Dick Eastman?
Well I feel like I do because I read his blog to stay
informed about genealogy. He always includes
references and source links so I can read more about
a topic. These abbreviated versions of his recent
posts will help you become better acquainted and
“whet” your appetite to hear more from him in person
at our spring seminar.
Dick has a wonderful sense of humor which is
evident in his “Three Stooges” post below.
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civil war to prohibition, delayed birth certificate
applications with original supporting documents
(letters from Grandma, bible records, birth
certificates, etc.) . . . ..
After extensive political wrangling, the county
destroyed all the records on December 6, 2013.....
You can read all the details in an article by Diane
Taylor Torrent of The Heritage Society of Franklin
County, NC at http://goo.gl/vnak1s
“So, what can you do to prevent this from
happening . . . . ?”

No Census, No Feeling with the Three Stooges
Census enumerators (census takers) have a difficult
job at best. Can you imagine Larry, Curly or Moe
interviewing
local
residents?
In a 1940 movie, the Three
Stooges obtained jobs as census
enumerators and were to be paid
four cents per name recorded. I
watched the movie today and now
I understand some of census
records I have looked at in the
past! I think this is the same group
that visited my great-greatgrandparents'
house.
Watch The Three Stooges at: http://dai.ly/xqlsm6.

Mr. Eastman also keeps us informed of current
legal decisions affecting the genealogical
community. Please read this recent post about
the unconscionable destruction of courthouse
records.
Franklin County, NC Destroys
100 Year Old Records
A newly-appointed Clerk of
Court in Franklin County,
North Carolina, discovered
stacks and stacks of books,
boxes,
loose
papers,
ledgers, and more in the
basement of the county
courthouse. The records were from approximately
1840's to the 1960's. The records included Chattel
Mortgages from the 1890's, court dockets from post-

. Learn about your state records retention schedule,
and encourage your county officials to be compliant
with its recommendations.
· Get involved with your state genealogical society,
and facilitate communication and collaboration with
your local historical or county genealogical society;
· Support necessary funding at the local, state, and
national level so that your public records can be
protected
in
appropriate
storage!
http://www.ncgenealogy.org/

Dick Eastman travels extensively and is actively
involved in every facet of genealogy imaginable,
even the growing industry of genealogy cruises.
Caribbean Genealogy Cruise
Your genealogy hosts, Gary and
Diana Smith along with Jana Sloan
Broglin, CG and Dick Eastman,
invite you to join them for a week in
the sunny Caribbean for great fun
aboard Celebrity Silhouette, one of
Celebrity Cruise Line’s new,
magnificent, Solstice Class ships.
Celebrity Silhouette encompasses all the amenities
and grandeur of a 5 star resort hotel while sailing to
some of the most interesting destinations in the
Caribbean.
http://www.cecruisegroups.com/genealogy-cruise2014.html
These articles are from Eastman's Online Genealogy
Newsletter and are copyrighted by Richard W.
Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission
of the author. The complete articles can be found at:
http://www.eogn.com .
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President’s Message
The past month has been a very trying one for me.
My iMac computer died totally and completely, and
my portable Windows machine got very sick, leaving
me with no way to connect to the Internet, and no
way to deal with my missing conglomeration of stuff
collected there. I just yesterday got my new
computer. It has a Windows operating system this
time, because I never did get comfortable with
Macintosh's operating system and its componentswhich I have owned since 2007.
This has been an interesting year for our society,
which continues to grow and prosper. We currently
have about the largest budget we have ever had, and
we continue to provide the Bay County Public
Library with substantial funds for new genealogy
materials. I want to thank Becky Saunders for her
diligent efforts in picking the newest and best books
for our collection. We are lucky to have such a
dedicated genealogist in our group who happens to be
the head of the history and genealogy section of the
library.
The seminar committees have been successful in
obtaining interesting speakers over the past several
years. In 2012 super-star George Morgan came to
the Marina Civic Center in Panama City. This year
internationally known speaker Dick Eastman will be
our spring seminar speaker. We had a great turnout
for our fall seminar. Jerry Merritt came from
Pensacola to present information on genetic
genealogy. Our own members Doug Dunks and Judy
Bennett gave great presentations on using technology
and timelines in genealogical research.
Darby
Syrkin, media specialist at the library, presented
information about library resources. I want to take
this opportunity to compliment vice president Mary
Kay McGraw for a great collection of monthly
speakers during the past several years as well.
And while I'm noticing some of our outstanding
people, I want to make mention of the really
impressive job that Janice Cronan has been doing
with this newsletter. I don't think she has ever edited
a newsletter before, but she has definitely picked up
the skill very quickly (this will be her third year
coming up) and brought to it a number of new ideas,
as well as innovative research techniques from the
Internet.
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Well, right now I’ve got to get busy trying to recover
my last eighteen years of computer experience. But
I’ve got a hint for you: hang onto your present
computer as long as possible: Windows 8 is a bear.
Your President,
William Zehner
✣

BCGS 2012
Financial Report
Walter Sherman,
Treasurer

Beginning Balance
Income
Memberships
Seminars (2)
FFBC

Expenses
Newsletter
Library Donations
Society Exp.
Seminars (2)
FFBC
Gifts
Postmaster
Bank Fees
End Balance
31 Dec 2012

3199.85
1040.00
2954.00
80.00
4074.00

179.16
1113.88
291.00
2300.66
12.00
150.00
76.00
36.00
4158.70
3115.15
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Stephen Brown Simmons Genealogical Collection
Several members of the Bay County Genealogical
Society came out for the November meeting to hear
the presentation on the Stephen Brown Simmons
Genealogical Collection. At least three of our own
members, Sheila Banks, Sharon Hagans, and Joan
Potter, worked on this project which covers 50 years
of research on many families who have "roots" in
Washington County, Florida. They were part of a
larger group of volunteers who have been organizing,
cataloging, and scanning the documents left behind
by Mr. Simmons. When all is completed the
collection will be housed at the Vernon Historical
Society Museum. For more information visit their
website at: http://www.vernonflorida.org/
Patsy Donald Herring tells members about the process
involved in organizing a genealogical collection. A
group of volunteers have been organizing, cataloging,
and scanning the documents for over a year.

Their presentation was a good reminder for all of us
to keep our research organized and add a codicil to
our will package to designate who we wish to be the
recipient (s) of our genealogical research.

✣

My Last Will and Testament Genealogical Codicil
To my spouse, children, relatives or guardian:
Upon my death it is my desire that you do not carelessly dispose of any of my family history and genealogical
records (electronic or otherwise), notebooks, files, books and notebooks without first attempting to find one or more
persons, societies or libraries who would be willing to take custody of said materials. It is my hope that a family
member would assume the responsibility of maintaining and continuing the family histories, but in
the event you do not find anyone, please contact the genealogical organizations that I have been a member of to
determine if they will accept all or part of my genealogical materials.
Please remember that my genealogy and family history research was an important part of my life, and it may be
valuable to other family members and researchers.
A list of suggested recipients/organizations and addresses are below:
Signed _____________________________________
Witness ____________________________________
Witness ____________________________________

Date ____________________
Date ____________________
Date ____________________

Recipients/Organizations:
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________________________________________________
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BCGS Fall Seminar: 21st Century Genealogy Research Tools

` signed up for the fall seminar, and
65 people
everyone gave it high marks on the evaluation.

Douglas “Doug” Dunks, provided us with some
great information about 21st century genealogy
research tools in his professional presentation on
The Top Ten Genealogical Gadgets.

Jerry Merritt joined us for the 3rd year in a row.

Judy Bennett demonstrated Three Tools:
Timelines, Potential problems, & Research Logs

Ron Young, our photographer, and his wife Bama
gave the seminar high marks. Ron takes most of
the pictures published in the newsletters.

Mary K. McGraw, Claudia Steindle, Jan Williams,
and Becky Saunders kept the lunch line flowing
smoothly with their great organization.

6

The County Line

Extraction Projects

Volume 33, Number 1, January 2014

Saturday, 15 February 2014
by Faye Gainer Matthews

by Diana Cochran
Another year is over and we
look forward to 2014. I would
like to thank all of our
volunteers for their hard work
in 2013.
Our volunteers are Fred Borg, Janice Cronan,
Elizabeth Crusan, Phyllis Hamilton, Carolyn Herrera,
Rebecca Miller, Sally Rinehart, Lynne Siegfried,
Suzanne Shay, Suzanne Strickland, Jan Williams and
Bill Zehner.
We need your help! We have Panama City Pilot
Birth, Marriage and Deaths that need to be extracted
for the years 1919, 1925 - 1928, 1931, 1934 - 1941
and Lynn Haven Free Press for the years 1926 1937. These can be accessed online so you can do
these at home. The News Herald obituaries need to
be extracted for the years 1935 - 1985 and these can
only be accessed at the library on microfilm. Bay
County Marriage records for 1956 - 1975 need to be
extracted. There are various books in the local
history room that need to be extracted.
Please join us in this effort. By posting this
information online, we may help someone break
down their brick wall!
Please contact me if you can help.
Diana Cochran dbcochran@bellsouth.net

TBA
Saturday, 15 March 2014
The genealogy of her new book: "In Pursuit."
by Sharman Ramsey
Sharman Burson Ramsey is
the author of Swimming with
Serpents and In Pursuit,
historical novels inspired by
the discovery of her own
Native American Heritage.
Read more about Sharman
here. http://www.southernstyle.com/About%20Us.htm

Saturday, 22 March 2014
(9:00 AM – 3:30 PM)

BCGS Spring Seminar
With Dick Eastman
Forest Park United
Methodist Church
1401 W. 23rd St.
Panama City, FL
32405

✣

Coming Events
Saturday, 18 January 2014

Friday 28th – Sunday 30th March 2014

“Genealogy Webinars: What Are They,
How Do They Work and Where to Find Them."
by Mary K. McGraw

“CSI: Genealogy!”

This presentation will give
everyone
a
“hands-on”
demonstration on how to use
webinars.

37th Annual FSGS Conference!
Hilton University of Florida Conference
Center, Gainesville, Florida
Keynote Speaker: Lisa Louie Cooke
http://www.flsgs.org/index.php
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Family Search.org presented by members of the LDS church.
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection of
the Bay County Public Library
By Rebecca Brown Saunders,
Genealogy Specialist
Bay County Public Library
22 August – 5 December 2012
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Wilkes County, North Carolina Court Minutes 17781788, volumes 1 & 2 / Absher, W. O., Mrs., 19152001 --GEN NC R 929.3756 ASB
Without Indentures: Index to white slave children in
colonial court records [Maryland and Virginia] /
Phillips, Richard Hayes --Gen R 326 PHI

South Carolina
South Carolina in the American Revolution: a
source guide for genealogists and historians /
Grundset, Eric --SC Gen R 929.3757 GRU

Alabama
History of Alabama, and Incidentally of Georgia and
Mississippi from the Earliest Period / Pickett,
Albert James -- AL Gen R 976.1

Georgia
Gleanings: A community's memories of a people at
the crossroads of a place / GA Gen R 929.3758
GLE

General
10,600 Marriages from Ninety-six and Abbeville
District, South Carolina / Pursley, Larry E. –
GEN SC R929.3757 PUR
British and German Deserters, Discharges, and
Prisoners of War Who May Have Remained in
Canada and the United States, 1774-1783: part 1
and part 2 [and] Deserters and Disbanded Soldiers
from British, German, and Loyalist Military Units
in the South / Smith, Clifford Neal. -- Gen R 973
SMI
Genealogy at a Glance, Ancestry.com Research /
Morgan, George G. -- Gen R 929.1 MOR
International Vital Records Handbook / Kemp,
Thomas Jay -- Gen R 929.3 KEM
Quicksheet. The historical biographer's guide to
problem analysis--a strategic plan / Mills,
Elizabeth S.-- Gen R 929.1 MIL
Sustainable Genealogy: Separating Fact From
Fiction in Family Legends / Hite, Richard. --Gen R
929 HIT

Virginia
The Carroll County Courthouse Tragedy / Hall,
Ronald W. --VA Gen R 929.42 HAL
✣

Membership Renewal Time
The Bay County Genealogical Society
membership expires at the end of each
December. If you haven’t already
please tender payment promptly so
you won’t miss any issues of The
County Line, be eligible for seminar
discounts and eligible to serve on the
board.
Please make you check payable to Bay
County Genealogical Society in the
amount of $20. Mail to:
BCGS Membership Chair.
P.O. Box 15294,
Panama City, FL 32406
And if you aren’t already, please
consider receiving your newsletter by
email for these additional benefits:
receiving the newsletter in color and
accessing genealogy websites through
the inserted links.
.
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
A.M. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year. Web address www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS.
Subscription to The County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can
choose electronic or paper delivery. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice
Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster send address changes to the Bay County
Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

_______________________________
Bay County Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL
32402-0662_

