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Introduction to HeritageQuest Online

library’s Interlibrary Loan service or directly from
Allen County Public Library.

The Bay County Public Library possesses an
extensive genealogy collection with online tools like
Ancestry Library Edition and Newspaper Archive.
While wonderful resources, not everyone is able to
travel to the library to utilize these tools. For those
people in-between library trips, I want to highlight
HeritageQuest Online – a genealogical research tool
available to use at home with a Northwest Regional
Library System library card. HeritageQuest Online
has six main collections:

To find HeritageQuest, simply navigate to
www.nwrls.com, hover over “Research” in the main
menu, and click “Databases.” Type in your 14-digit
card number (no spaces) when prompted. Click on
the image for HeritageQuest – and then you are in!










U. S. Federal Census records from 17901940 with images and maps
28,000 full-text genealogy books and local
histories and 20,000 city directories
Freedman’s Bank records with more than
480,000 names of African American bank
applicants and their families from 1865–1874
Revolutionary War records to include the
complete Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files
U.S. Congressional Serial Set which has
petitions to the U. S. Congress since 1789
Periodical Source Index Archive (PERSI)
which includes 2.3 million records indexing
genealogical periodicals around the world.

Using this tool’s eBook collection, I personally was
able to uncover a book called A History of Tennessee
& Tennesseans, which outlined an entire branch of
my husband’s family tree previously unknown to me.
Also, using PERSI, I found several citations of
articles in a periodical called Sunflower detailing the
history of my great-grandmother’s Russian
Mennonite family. I can now order them through the

If you have not visited HeritageQuest since February
2015, then make sure to visit again. HeritageQuest is
now powered by Ancestry.com, making this tool
more visually appealing and similar to Ancestry to
search.
For any questions about this resource, please call the
Local History and Genealogy Department of the Bay
County Public Library at (850) 522-2132.

Laura Moree, MLIS
Head of Local History & Genealogy
Bay County Public Library
Northwest Regional Library System
898 West 11th St. Panama City, FL 32401
(850) 522-2132
Website: www.nwrls.com & Social Media:
https://www.facebook.com/baycountypublic
library
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Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS) 2015-2016 Board Members

Pictured Left to Right: Rebecca Miller, Sally Reinhardt, Marlene Womack, Walter Sherman, Becky Saunders, DeAnna
Angel-Pierce, Janice M. Cronan, Diana Cochran, Fred Borg, Mary K. McGraw. Photo by Phyllis Hamilton on 1/17/2015.

This photo was taken after a very long board meeting
in January. Each member of the BCGS board plays
an integral part in our society’s success.
At each meeting Marlene Womack, our Recording
Secretary, diligently records the minutes of the
proceedings. It is amazing how she is able to record
all the ideas being discussed, especially when
everyone starts talking at once. Rebecca Miller, our
Corresponding Secretary, volunteers in the local
history room and has been busy mailing out cards,
forwarding correspondence, and distributing the
society’s mail. We have four Directors: DeAnna
Angel-Pierce - Publicity Chair, Diana Cochran Extractions chair, Sally Reinhardt - Hospitality chair,
and Becky Saunders - FFBC chair. Walter Sherman,
one of our long-time members, continues to faithfully
serve as Treasurer. Fred Borg, V.P. of Programs, has
already filled this year’s calendar with interesting
programs on a variety of genealogy subjects. At
each meeting Mary K. McGraw, V.P. of
Membership, has been extremely busy with
registration of new and returning members.

All are very faithful in attendance and their ideas and
input as we discuss important issues are invaluable.
Our discussions concerning the goals of the society
include: promoting interest in genealogy in our
community and surrounding areas, providing
genealogical education opportunities, instructing and
assisting members in research, preserving and
indexing genealogical records of the area, supporting
the library’s genealogical collection, and publishing
genealogical
and
historical
news.
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President’s Message
After working for several years with our past
president Bill Zehner, his enthusiasm and work ethic
has rubbed off on me. I appreciate his confidence in
asking me to run, the board’s support in nominating
me, and the members votes of confidence in electing
me. I am honored to serve as your president. For
those of you who do not know me, this is who I think
I am.
Since we did not have an active genealogy society in
Gulf County, I joined the Bay County Genealogical
Society in the fall of 2008. In October of that year I
was asked to serve on the nominating committee and
continued to become more involved. I complimented
Susanne Strickland on her presentation at the Fall
Seminar, and she must have spoken a prophetic word
when she replied, “You’ll be doing this next year.”
Sure enough, I was asked to present on military
records the next year, and many presentations have
followed. My main goal is to encourage others to
love genealogy as much as I do.
Judy Bennett was my mentor as she encouraged me
to participate at the board meetings, and I was
appointed the Budget & Finance chair. Over the years
Judy has carried the “lions share” of committees and
offices and has so much experience. I learned so
much going to the board meetings, especially the best
places to eat after the meetings. <Grin>
I quickly became involved with the extractions
project because I have always believed in “paying it
forward.” Then when I offered to help Bill with the
newsletter, the next thing I knew he appointed me
editor of The County Line. When I later became
involved with Tracing Pasts co-ordination, I was
pleasantly surprised at all the talented writers we
have in the membership. I am so grateful to all of the
members who have submitted articles, and hopefully
you will be next. One of the most rewarding benefits
as editor of the society’s publications was meeting
Ann Jones. She has helped with The County Line for
years and is one of the most talented writers I have
ever known. We appreciate her invaluable assistance
throughout the years with the society’s publications.
Since 2012 I have chaired three of our five seminars,
and served as Corresponding Secretary. In this office
I received permission from the board to publish the
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monthly eMessenger, “to keep you in the know.” I
have also worked with Bill on the financial reports,
profit and loss statements, and filing the 990-N (ePostcard) for non-profits. My work experience and
service as treasurer of St. Andrew Bay DAR was
very helpful in these areas.
I continue to be excited by the popularity and continued
growth in the family history industry. Yes, I say
industry, and that may be a “throw-back” from my 30year history as a partner with my husband in our cabinet
shop business. Over the years I have worked with him in
the shop and enjoyed being around the machinery which
has evolved in similar ways to the technology used in the
genealogy. Every time we turn around there is a new
tool, machine, or program to buy. (Continued on page 4)
✣

BCGS 2014
Financial Report
Walter Sherman,
Treasurer
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(Continued from page 3)

use the internet to access records on the computer.

When I was a child I would go with Daddy to help
him cut down trees for firewood. After a tree fell, the
sap would ooze from the trunk, and I could see the
rings in the stump. I enjoyed counting the rings
because Daddy told me the rings indicated how old
the tree was and the environment in which it had
grown for many years. I was fascinated by this, and
when I see a partial ring on the end of a board in the
cabinet shop I remember Daddy’s story of the “tree
rings.” I think the records of our ancestors are a little
like the “tree rings” because they tell us their age and
history.

Laura Moree, Head of Genealogy and History, has
developed a class which will help those who want to
improve their computer skills. The library has
numerous computers, and we want to make sure
everyone who wants to use them and the programs
available for genealogy research is able to do so.

As we research our ancestors and compile our family
histories, we realize there is always one more record
or one more story. Sometimes they are easily found
because the computer age has opened up a “whole
new world” for us as genealogists with easy access to
records and information. Computers also enable us to
become lifetime learners through viewing webinars,
listening to iPod broadcasts, reading genealogy blogs,
and accessing hundreds of thousands of genealogical
documents online. The information you receive as a
member of BCGS will keep you alerted to the latest
educational opportunities, genealogical news, and
products, but the most important benefit of
membership is being able to network with other
people who share your passion. Through your active
participation you can hone your research skills and
develop friendships and support networks.

•How to log into the internet?
•How to get to a website?
•How to browse and organize favorites?
•How to use search engines?
•How to save and download files?
•How to use copy and paste?
•How and when to point, click, double click, or drag?

I look forward to a great year for all of us in learning,
sharing, and succeding in our genealogy research.
Your President,
Janice Moore Cronan,
✣

Would Basic Computer Skills
Help You?
It is reported that one of the most common problems
for beginning genealogists is a lack of basic computer
skills necessary to effectively perform internet
searches. Also it is discouraging when every
program or class about genealogy is for people who

Would a computer class help you? To answer this
question read through the following list to determine
if the “Computer Basics for Genealogists” class will
help you. Ask yourself: Do I know....

If you think you can benefit from this class it will
begin May 26, 2015 at the library from 6 - 7:30 p.m.
For more information call: 850-522-2132
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Extraction Projects
By Diana Cochran, Director
Extractions Committee Chair
As another year begins, we
have three new volunteers
that have come forward to
work on the Extractions
Committee.
Sharon
Hagans and Jerome Widrig
have volunteered their
time to help get these
records
online.
Sally
Rinehart has agreed to do
the current News Herald
obituaries.

Volume 34, Number 2, April 2015
The museum welcomes visitors each Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday between the hours of
10:00 am and 1:00 pm.
Make plans to come by and see what we have to
show you. The museum welcomes donations or
loans of items that help tell the history of Bay
County.
The Society is also looking for people willing to
volunteer as a docent for any of our open hours.
Let us know if you are interested and we will
give you a brief training session.

Bill Zehner, Fred Borg, Phyllis Hamilton and
Suzanne Strickland are continuing their work in
extractions. Carolyn Herrera will be moving and
cannot continue handling the current News Herald
obituaries. Thank you so much, Carolyn, for all the
work you have done. Good luck with your move.
We still have various records that need to be
extracted including online, microfilm and books in
the local history room. Please join us to help get these
records online for our fellow genealogists. I would
like to thank all the volunteers for their efforts. Keep
up the good work!
✣

Historical Society of Bay
County Museum

Remember our address is 223 W. 6th Street in
historic downtown Panama City.
We are
between Mercer Avenue and Oak Avenue.
Look for our sign out front.
LOCAL history is about things of
long ago and not so long ago and
big things and little things and
all the things that make the
history of our place, our people
and us special. . . . .

The new Historical Society of Bay County
Museum began a regular schedule of open hours
on February 3, 2015.

By: Rebecca Brown Saunders,
Immediate Past President HSBC
Director Bay Co. Genealogical Society
Bay County Library Specialist, Retired
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BCGS Upcoming Meetings
Monday, 13 April 2015:
DNA Special Interest Group
1 -2 p.m. at the Library
Saturday, 18 April 2015:
Family Stories and Genealogy by
Cheryle Wisner.
Saturday, 16 May 2015:
Getting Your Stuff Organized by
Judy Bennett.
Saturday, 20 June 2015:
Fold 3 by Mary K. McGraw.
Summer Break July & August
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Dictionary of Americanized French-Canadian
names: onomastics and genealogy / Picard,
Marc/
Gen R 929.4089 PIC
English estates of American settlers : American wills
and administrations in the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury, 1800-1858/
Coldham, Peter
Wilson/
Gen R 929.373 COL
Falaise roll recording prominent companions of
William, Duke of Normandy at the conquest of
England/ Crispin, M. Jackson/ Gen R 929.72 CRI
Fire cake and water: the Connecticut infantry at the
Valley Forge encampment/ Boyle, Joseph Lee/ Gen
R 973.3 BOY
Gainer family genealogy/
Gen R 929.42 GAI

Gainer, Sam/

New Books

A genealogical gazetteer of England; an alphabetical
dictionary of places, with their location,
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, population, and the date
of the earliest entry in the registers of every ancient
parish in England/ Smith, Frank/ Gen R 914.2 SMI

In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library

Hispanic surnames and family history/ Platt, Lyman
De/ Gen R 929 PLA

✣

By Laura Moree, MLIS,
Head of Local History & Genealogy
Bay County Public Library
(850) 522-2132 Website: www.nwrls.com
Alabama
Records of Walker County, Alabama including
inscriptions
for Cullman, Fayette, Marion,
Winston, Talladega and Tuscaloosa Counties/ AL
Gen R 929.3761 REC

Mills' atlas: atlas of the state of South Carolina,
1825. Mills, Robert, 1781-1855/
Gen R 912.757 MIL
Religious resources in American libraries and
historical associations/
Dickson, Charles/
Gen R 016.929 DIC
Starr Roll 1894 (Cherokee payment rolls)/ Bowen,
Jeff/
Gen R 929 BOW

General
A pre-primer for beginners in genealogical search:
what to read before your first how-to book /Fisher,
Sophie C./ Gen R 929 FIS

Stewart County, Georgia superior court minutes,
1829-1834 / Barrow, Lee G./ GA Gen R
929.3758 BAR

Curiosities of Puritan nomenclature / Bardsley,
Charles Wareing Endell/
Gen R 929.42 BAR

Stories told in stone: cemetery iconology, a manual
for genealogy research/
Cooper, Gaylord/
Gen R 929.1 COO

"Death seem'd to stare": the New Hampshire and
Rhode Island regiments at Valley Forge/
Boyle, Joseph Lee/ Gen R 929.1 BOY

United Daughters of the Confederacy CSA ancestor
album/
Gen R 369.17 UNI
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Vestry book of Elizabeth River Parish, 1749-1761/ St.
Paul's Church (Norfolk, Va.)/ Gen R 283 SAI
Waifs, foundlings and half-orphans: searching for
America's orphan train riders/ Johnson, Mary
Ellen/
Gen R 362.7 JOH
Welsh family history: a guide to research/
Gen R 929.1 WEL
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Massachusetts
Historical collections, being a general collection of
interesting facts, traditions, biographical sketches,
anecdotes, &c., relating to the history and
antiquities of every town in Massachusetts/
Barber, John Warner, /
MA Gen R 974.4
BAR
North Carolina

Wright and Susan Scogin, their descendants and
related families/ Anderson, Grover C.
Gen
R 929.2 AND

Buncombe County, North Carolina, index to deeds,
1783-1850/ Wooley, James E/
NC Gen R
929.3756 WOO

Kentucky
Pennsylvania
History of Mercer and Boyle Counties [Kentucky]/
Daviess, Maria Thompson/ KY Gen R 929.3769
DAV
Kentuckians in Illinois/ Sprague, Stuart/ KY Gen R
929.3769 SPR

Catholic baptisms in western Pennsylvania, 17991828 : Father Peter Helbron's Greensburg
register: reprinted from Records of the American
Catholic Historical Society of Philadelphia./
Helbron, Peter/
PA Gen R 929.3748 HEL

Louisiana

South Carolina

Biographical and historical memoirs of Northwest
Louisiana: Avoyelles, Bienville, Bossier, Caddo,
Claiborne, Desoto, Grant, Natchitoches, Rapids,
Red River, Sabine, Webster, and Winn Parishes/
LA Gen R 929.3763 BIO

Death notices in the South-Carolina gazette, 17321775/ Salley, A. S./ SC Gen R 929.3757 WEB

The forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana /
Mills-Nichol, Carol/ LA Gen R 929.3763 MIL
The forgotten people: Cane River's Creoles of color /
Mills, Gary B./ LA Gen R 976.3 MIL
Maryland
A chronicle of war of 1812 soldiers, seamen, and
marines/
Blizzard, Dennis F./
MD Gen R
973.5 BLI
Maryland runaways/ Boyle, Joseph Lee/
Gen R 929.3752 BOY

MD

New Jersey
What can't brave Americans endure?: The New
Jersey infantry at the Valley Forge encampment
/Boyle, Joseph Lee/ NJ Gen R 973.7 BOY

Laurens County, South Carolina, wills, 1784-1840/
Elliott, Colleen Morse/
SC Gen R 929.3757 ELL
Marriage notices in the South-Carolina and
American general gazette from May 30, 1766, to
February 28, 1781, and in its successor the Royal
gazette (1781-1782)/ Salley, A. S./
SC Gen R 929.3757 SAL
People and professions of Charleston, South
Carolina, 1782-1802/ Hagy, James William/ SC
Gen R 917.57 HAG
South Carolina Baptists, 1670-1805/
Townsend,
Leah/
SC Gen R 285.1757 TOW
Tennessee
Nineteenth century Tennessee adoptions,
legitimations, and name changes /
Miller, Alan
N./ TN Gen R 929 MIL
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
a.m. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year. Web address www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs

The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The
County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can choose electronic or paper delivery.
Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com.
Postmaster send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

_______________________________
Bay County Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 662
Panama City, FL
32402-0662_

