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BCGS Presents: Fall Seminar with C. Ann Staley, CGSM, CGLSM
C. Ann Staley, CGSM, CGLSM, is an instructor, consultant, trip leader and a
lecturer. She is the Education Chairman and Webmaster for the Jacksonville
Genealogical Society, Inc.; the Vice-President of the Genealogical Speakers
Guild; on the faculty of The National Institute for Genealogical Studies; a
Trustee of the Florida State Genealogical Society; and an associate of the
Board for Certification of Genealogists since 2000.
Her specialties are Methodology, Research Sources, Computer Resources,
Conference Planning and Assisted Research Trips to the Family History
Library.
Ann is a member of the National Genealogical Society, Association of
Professional Genealogists, Genealogical Speakers Guild, Florida State
Genealogical Society, and the Jacksonville [FL] Genealogical Society.

08:30 – 09:00 a.m.
09:00 – 09:15 a.m.
09:15 – 10:15 a.m.
10:15 – 10:30 a.m.
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
11:30 – 12:15 a.m.
12:15 – 01:15 a.m.
01:15 – 01:30 p.m.
01:30 – 01:40 p.m.
01:40 – 02:40 p.m.
02:40 – 03:00 p.m.

Check In / Registration, Snacks, etc.
Welcome / Housekeeping / Introduction
Claws or Clues – Scratching for the Elusive Ancestor!
Break
Googling Your Family: Using the Whole Google Website
45 min. Lunch
The Twilight Zone...Strange Web Sites for Family History Research
Break
Door Prizes
Courthouses and the Records They Keep
Closing Remarks /Questions/Evaluations

When: Saturday, October 24, 2015 Where: Forest Park UMC, 1401 W. 23rd St., Panama City, FL
32405 Cost: BCGS Members $25.00 (pre-register before Oct. 18th), Non-Members $30.00, Brand-new
membership w/seminar $35.00. At the door $35.00 (lunch not guaranteed) Costs Include: Seminar,
Lunch, Snacks. For registration and more information see pages 7 and 8 of this newsletter.
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Genealogy Research in the years
B.C. (Before Computers) vs.
A.C. (After Computers)
By Janice M. Cronan
Well it has been a long hot summer, which has
created an opportune time to stay inside and “do
genealogy.” Last spring I visited several repositories
in South Carolina and collected numerous genealogy
documents which needed organization. I love to
collect these documents, but like most people I do not
like to transcribe them, organize the sources, digitize
the copies for storage, and take the time to add the
information to my timeline or write a story about my
ancestor’s life using this new information.
In the midst of compiling the records I needed a
break so I opened my emails, and read this blog-post
entitled, “Internet Genealogy – is this progress?”
This article interested me because I could not
imagine why anyone would think it was not progress.
After reading the article I realized the author, Janet
Few, made some good points. Read the complete
article here: Worldwide Genealogy ~ A Genealogical
Collaboration: Internet Genealogy - is this progress?
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generation of internet genealogists is the lack of
interaction. . . . forums and chat rooms are not a
substitute for a cozy chat over a genealogical brick
wall with a group of fellow enthusiasts. . . . or the
interaction with librarians and others interested in
genealogy that could broaden our understanding.”
The next day I tackled those genealogy records again
only to be drawn back to the internet to check out the
name of a creek I found on one of the deeds. Well
when I opened my laptop an email came up showing
a reply to Janet’s post from blogger, Randy Seaver.
Genea-Musings: Yes, Janet, Internet Genealogy is
Progress!
Both Randy and Janet have been researching for
many years, but I started researching much later and
have always used the internet. I’m sure some of you
can relate to Randy’s memories of genealogy
research before the use of computers. He began by
saying, “I started ordering microfilm from the Family
History Library to extend my family lines, especially
using probate records. I vividly recall two to three
hour sessions of cranking microfilm to find one little
bit of new information, making photocopies of the
microfilm images, and having to use my magnifying
glass to read the information. . . . I also sent letters to
family members, and sent letters and checks
requesting vital records to town clerk. . . . I also took
several family/research trips to New England to see
and share with my cousins, to research in
repositories, and walk cemeteries. . . . . I started
attending local genealogical societies which provided
more contact with other researchers. This greatly
improved my genealogy education, and I had some
advice from other researchers.”
(Continued on page 4)

In This Issue

Janet explained that very few original documents can
be found on the internet asserting that much of the
genealogy information found online is from indexes
and transcriptions and they may contain omissions or
errors. She has found that many online documents
lack detailed information and only contain names and
dates, and does not give us enough information to
recreate the lives of our ancestors. She concludes her
article by lamenting over, “The sad loss for the new
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President’s Message
What’s the use? This is the question I sometimes ask
myself when I cannot find my ancestor’s records. It is
also disappointing when records exist but are not
easily accessible (not online) or laws deny us access
because of privacy or identity theft concerns.
Genealogists cannot trace and document their
ancestry if they cannot access the records.
For instance, we cannot access all of the U.S. census
records because of privacy. The “72-Year Rule”
states that the U. S. government will not release the
decennial census records until 72 years after they
were collected. The "72-Year Rule" - History - U.S.
Census Bureau. The census bureau does offers
the Age Search Service which will search one
unpublished census for one person for $65.00, but
this is not very useful to genealogists because we
usually want whole families.

The FamilySearch SSDI index above listed the wrong
county of residence and age for my Mother. Below
Ancestry.com also lists the wrong county.

Ancestry.com is required to follow the Social
Security Administration (SSA) guidelines concerning
what they can publish.
U.S., Social Security
Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007 This
database contains about 49 million names, but only
provides an index which could contain transcription
errors. You may need to order a copy of the original
SS5 for $27.00 using this SSA online request form.
The Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 1935 - 2014
at Ancestry.com currently contains over 94 million
records. It was created from internal SSA records of
deceased persons who had social security numbers
and whose deaths were reported to the SSA. Social
Security Death Index | SSDI Search at Ancestry.com

The S.S. Application and Claims Index record shown
below contains more information than the Social
Security
Death
Index
(SSDI)
records.

FamilySearch also offers a SSDI database with
records but they only have records from 1962 - 2014.
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1202535
Access to these records is being threatened so contact
your U.S. Senators to help keep them available to the
public.
Senator
Marco
Rubio
http://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contac
t
Senator Bill Nelson
https://www.billnelson.senate.gov/contact-bill

Be a responsible genealogist,
Janice M. Cronan, President
S.S. application found at Ancestry.com 1936 – 2007
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(Continued from page 2)
Randy advocates the use of the internet by
explaining, “I can now find that probate record file in
minutes and capture all of the record images in an
hour as digital images. I can transcribe the record
information, add the event, the record transcription,
the source (in EE format), and attach the media in an
hour or less. Things happen much faster than 20
years ago. . . . I have not replaced "thoroughness with
speed" - I'm able to do more research in original
source material (vital records, land records, probate
records) much faster and with better analysis tools
than I could 20 years ago, or even one year ago. . . .
However, we all know that only about 10% of all
records are available online in indexed or imaged
format. There are many genealogical records that are
not indexed or digitized, and they are in homes,
businesses, record offices, courthouses, repositories,
libraries, and archives.”
I agree with Randy as he concludes by saying, “Yes,
Janet, I think the Internet is progress. The basic
methodology for how we do genealogical research
hasn't changed that much. We still need records to
support conclusions for names, dates, places, and
relationships. Research in many record types can be
performed quickly online. . . . Researchers still make
mistakes as a result of poor judgment and lack of
education, but now they can make them more visibly
[so they can be corrected]. And there are many more
persons interested in working on their family tree and
the stories of their ancestors.”
Since many online records are indexes or
transcriptions we sometimes need to go to the
original records. These two books help find them.
The Source: A Guidebook to American Genealogy
and The Red Book: Ancestry.com Wiki

We are very fortunate in Bay County to have a
library with a dedicated history and genealogy
department because in many places they do not.
Mrs. Laura Moree, MLIS, Head of Local History
& Genealogy assists patrons with using the
library’s resources, including the new microfilm
scanner add Ancestry.com library edition.
On Saturday, September 19th she gave an
excellent program on “International Genealogy
Research." She also demonstrated the
HeritageQuest database that can be accessed
from your own home. To access this site go to
http://www.nwrls.com/, hover over “Research”
in the main menu, then click “Databases.” Type
in your 14-digit library card number (no spaces)
when prompted.
Click on the image for
HeritageQuest – and then you are in!

This photo is from the FamilySearch library in
Utah where patrons enjoy researching on the
computers using FamilySearch.org.
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Saturday, October 24, 2015 All Day

Wednesday, October 7th FamilySearch
FamilySearch is the largest genealogy organization
in the world. In the month of October, members of
the LDS church will be teaching 3 classes in the
computer lab at the library. Prerequisite:
Computer Basics or equivalent experience.
Oct. 7th at 9:30 – 11:00 AM --Part 1: How to set up
and use your free account on Familysearch.org.
Oct. 14th at 9:30 – 11:00 AM -- Part II: How to
research records, attach files, find family members
past grandparents, and add photos.
Oct. 21st at 9:30 – 11:00 AM -- Part III: How to
index, or look up census records, birth and death
certificates, marriage records, etc.

BCGS Fall Seminar at Forest Park
United Methodist Church (8:30 – 3:30)
Claws or Clues - Scratching for the Elusive
Ancestor! We will discuss evidence criteria,
timelines and spreading your research net outwards.

Classes are held on a first-come, first-serve basis.
The computer lab has room for 16 students. Contact
the Local History & Genealogy Department for more
information.
Phone
850-522-2132.
http://www.nwrls.com/Oct15brochure.pdf
___________________________________________

Googling Your Family: Using the Whole Google
Website -- This lecture will show what is available
and how to use this collection of databases.
The Twilight Zone...Strange Websites for Family
History Research -- This presentation examines a
variety of web sites that we may not have thought
of for genealogical research.
Courthouses and the Records They Keep
We will discover the fabulous records contained
within courthouses and examine how the
sources/records can aid in our search.
_________________________________________

Saturday, October 17, 1:00 PM
BCGS Meeting

Saturday, November 21, 1:00 PM
BCGS Meeting

Using Genetic Genealogy

Ancestry.com a Great Resource

Presented by: Jerry Merritt
Genetic Genealogy is growing in popularity as an
important tool for genealogy research. Our speaker,
Mr. Jerry Merritt from Pensacola, has been using
genetic genealogy in his research since its inception.
There are several testing companies and several ways
to use the data that results from a genetic genealogy
test. Jerry will be using the 23andMe database which
Caroline Windham used in her presentation this past
June. He will explain how the matching tools can be
used to find missing links and bricked wall ancestors.
There are several charts available to help us
determine relationships including one to determine
the difference between full or half 3rd cousins. He
will conclude his presentation with how we can
download our genetic files to independent utilities in
order to find matches with others who have tested at
different companies and who match each other on
specific segments.

Presented by: Fred Borg
Ancestry.com has gotten a lot of good publicity
lately through their sponsorship of the TV show
"Who Do You Think You Are?" It's a great
resource and is continually being updated and
expanded as new material gets added to their
database. This presentation will go over the
basics of searching and go into some of the
lesser-known features of the Ancestry.Com web
site.
__________________________________________

Saturday, December 19, 1:00 PM
Christmas Celebration -- Ornament
Exchange – Awards Presentations

6

The County Line

Volume 34, Number 4, October 2015

Family History Library Sponsors Free Webinars on U.S. Research
Going to the Family History Library in Utah is on my bucket list, but for now I
can enjoy these 15 free webinars and not have to travel. The event will be held
October 12 - 16, 2015. The classes at the Family History Library are full, but
the webinars are free and open to the public. The focus of the sessions is on
U.S. research including different types of records and various FamilySearch
resources. There is no need to pre-register for the webinars, just click on
the links (titles of presentations) below to attend.
Source: http://genealogyeducation.blogspot.com/search/label/webinars
(Photo credit: Claudia Heaston) For full details on the seminar you can download the brochure

Webinar Schedule and Links
12 October, Monday: (Times are Mountain Time Zone) ( http://www.onlineconversion.com/timezone.php )
 1:30pm-2:30pm, Tips and Tricks for Using FamilySearch's Historical Records Collection
 2:45pm-3:45pm, FamilySearch Research Wiki
 4:00pm-5:00pm, Using the Family History Library Catalog
13 October, Tuesday:
 8:30am-9:30am, United States Census
 9:45am-10:45am, United States Census Techniques and Strategies for Finding Elusive Ancestors
 11:00am-12 Noon, Finding Your Ancestors in Vital Records


14 October, Wednesday:
 8:30am-9:30am,United States Court Records
 9:45am-10:45am,Immigration Into the United States
 11:00am-12 Noon, United States Naturalization


15 October, Thursday:
 1:30pm-2:30pm, United States Newspaper Research: News You Can Use
 2:45pm-3:45pm, Overview of American Indian Research
 4:00pm-5:00pm, Beginning African-American Research: Post 1865


16 October, Friday:
 8:30am-9:30am, Descendancy Research
 9:45am-10:45am, Solving Tough Research Problems
 11:00am-12 Noon, Some People Really Need to Get a Clue! Document Analyzation
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Ways to Find a Maiden Name
http://usgenweb.org/research/names.shtml
• If within the past 100 years - death certificates.
• If more than 100 years - all her children's death
certificates.
• Newspaper obituaries
• Her children's marriage certificates. (The
application is probably a more likely source)
• Public Church Libraries and Write local societies

• Unpublished records microfilmed at branch LDS
• Wills, Deeds and other land records.
• Sometimes a census will mention a mother-in-law
• Social Security Application & Claims Index
• Divorce papers from county courthouse where filed.
• Newspaper indices by Anita Cheek Milner
• State and local historical society quarterlies.
• Send out queries in the areas where your ancestors
were.
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New Books
In the Genealogical Collection Of
The Bay County Public Library
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Deed abstracts of Tryon, Lincoln & Rutherford
Counties, North Carolina, 1769-1786: Tryon
County wills & estates/
Holcomb, Brent/
NC Gen R 929.3756 HOL

By Laura Moree, MLIS,
Head of Local History & Genealogy
Bay County Public Library
(850) 522-2132 Website: www.nwrls.com
Florida
Colonization and Conquest: British Florida in the
Eighteenth Century / Feldman, Lawrence H / FL
Gen R 929.3759 FEL
Wewahitchka/ Mount-Douds, Beverly/ FL Gen
R975.995 MOU
General
Choctaw by blood enrollment cards: 1898-1914, 3
vols./ Gen R 929 CHO
Genealogy: a practical guide for librarians/
Pennavaria, Katherine,/ Gen R 929.1 PEN
Highland Jacobites, 1745,
Gen R 929.34115 MAC

McDonnell, Frances/

The colonial clergy and the colonial churches of New
England/ Weis, Frederick Lewis, 1895-1966 /
Gen R 280.4 WEI
The Domesday book: England's heritage, then and
now/ Gen R 333.3 DOM
Understanding colonial handwriting/ StrykerRodda, Harriet/ Gen R 417 STR
Indiana
La Porte County Indiana early probate records 18331850/
IN Gen R 929.3772 LAP
Massachusetts
Early generations of the founders of Old Dunstable
[Massachusetts] thirty families/
Stearns,
Ezra S. (Ezra Scollay), / MA Gen R 929.42 STE
North Carolina
Abstracts of Sampson County, North Carolina wills,
1784-1895/ Bass, Cora/ NC Gen R 929.3 BAS
Dare County: a history/
Gen R 975.6 STI

Stick, David/ NC

Marriage bonds of Duplin County, North Carolina,
1749-1868/ Bass, Cora/ NC Gen R 929.3 BAS
Tennessee
Early East Tennessee taxpayers/
Creekmore,
Pollyanna/ TN Gen R 929.3768 CRE

Website Review

“Do History”

This website, “Do History – Own Your Own,” has
some great guidelines on how to begin a research
project. Click on the link below for more information
and to check out the website.
http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/index.html
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

Decide what you want to know.
Find out what has been done already.
Envision the overall research project.
Consider possible end products.
Make a list of necessary equipment, people,
and materials.
Estimate how long your project will take.
Make a sequence of tasks and list when you
will need to complete them.
Estimate the costs.
Identify and contact possible sources of
funding.
Read Using Primary Sources.
Conduct background research.
Conduct primary source research.
Periodically review what you have found,
where you are in your budgeting of time and
funds.
Keep citation information, and file
everything.
Evaluate.
Create an end product.
Store your primary sources and a copy of
your end product archaically.

History Tool Kit page:
http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/index.html
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
a.m. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year. Web address www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs

The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The
County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can choose electronic or paper delivery.
Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com.
Postmaster send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above.

Website addresses for sites within this newsletter:










Worldwide Genealogy Blog -- http://worldwidegenealogy.blogspot.com/2015/08/internet-genealogy-isthis-progress.html
Genea-Musings Blog -- http://www.geneamusings.com/2015/08/yes-janet-internet-genealogy-isprogress.html
The 72-year rule -https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/decennial_census_records/the_72_year_rule_1.html
Age Search -- https://www.census.gov/topics/population/genealogy/agesearch.html
Ancestry.com S.S. Appl. Search -- http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901
Request Form for S.S. Appl. Form -- https://secure.ssa.gov/apps9/eFOIA-FEWeb/internet/main.jsp
Ancestry.com SSDI Search -- http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3693
The Source online -http://www.ancestry.com.au/wiki/index.php?title=The_Source:_A_Guidebook_to_American_Genealogy
The Red Book -http://www.ancestry.com.au/wiki/index.php?title=Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and_Town_Sour
ces

