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Why do you do genealogy?

Nominating Committee

By Lorine McGinnis Schulze, Olive Tree Genealogy
A friend asked an interesting
question. "Why do you do
genealogy?" The answer should be
simple. One would think it would
be something along the lines of: “I
do genealogy because I want to
know who my ancestors were." But
guess what? Like most questions in life, the answer is
not that simple. There are a myriad of reasons why
we delve into genealogy research. Wanting to find
out who our ancestors were is just the tip of the
genealogy iceberg.
The reasons I currently "do genealogy" are not the
same reasons I had twenty or thirty years ago. When I
began my genealogy quest it was because my father
had repeatedly expressed curiosity about our Irish
origins. He died when I was 14 years old, and after
his death I vowed to find out about our Irish
McGinnis ancestors. So my answer to that question,
had it been asked those many years ago, would have
been. "I do genealogy because I want to remember
and honor my father."
It was a specific reason, very narrow in scope, but it
sparked a broader interest in history. In fact, that is
not my main reason anymore, and hasn’t been for a
long time. I've grown. Genealogy has been a journey,
and as on any journey, my needs and desires and
goals along the way have changed. For example I’m
extremely curious. Some would say nosy. I think
most of us who love genealogy would make great
detectives. My personality is such that I can't let a
mystery lie without digging into it. I need to find
answers.
(Continued on page 2)

On 17 September 2016, in accordance with the
bylaws, the following long-standing members were
elected to the nominating committee.
Jan Williams (janwilliams3023@gmail.com)
Joan Potter (pottejb@gmail.com)
Judy Bennett (judybennettpc@gmail.com)
Over the next few weeks these ladies will be
diligently seeking to find the best candidate for the
following offices: President, First Vice President of
Programs, Second Vice President of Membership,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer, and four directors who will actively chair
and work on the various committees according to the
BCGS Standing Rules.

Bay County Genealogical Society Bylaws
ARTICLE VI – Officer Qualifications -No person shall be elected or appointed or shall
continue to serve as an officer or director unless
that person is a member in good standing, has
been a member of the Society for at least one
year, and has attended a majority of regular
meetings for the preceding twelve (12) months.
The officer duties can be found in Article VII.
Those members who meet the above qualifications
and want to volunteer to serve on the board please
contact one of the ladies on the nominating
committee. The nominating committee will present a
slate of six officers and four directors to the
Executive Board and general membership on 19
November of this year. Elections will be held at the
annual meeting 17 December 2016.
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So my current answer to the original question of why
I do genealogy is now much more complex. "I do
genealogy for many reasons. One is my curiosity
about my ancestors - who were they, what were they
like, what experiences did they live through. My love
of history is part of the reason I do genealogy. My
desire to solve mysteries is a huge part of my passion
for genealogy. And I do genealogy because I want
my children and grandchildren to know and
recognize the individuals over the centuries whose
lives helped make us who we are today."
Genealogy isn't a pursuit well suited for those who
require instant gratification. It's a long-term process
and to those who are not like-minded it seems an
incomprehensible pursuit. I've spent more hours
scrolling through microfilm searching for that one
entry with an ancestor's name, than I care to
remember. Many people would consider those wasted
hours. I don't.
I once had a friend say to me "But why do you care?
They're all dead!" I care because they made me who I
am. Without them I would not be here. They are part
of me, part of my genetic makeup. They also deserve
to be remembered, and to continue to be part of our
lives. Our children and grandchildren need to hear
about those ancestors. They need to speak of them to
their children, and to carry on the stories they hear
from me. . . . Even though my answer to the original
question is complex and multi-faceted, I can sum my
reasons up in one sentence:
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President’s Message
When did you first join a genealogy society? Many
of you have been researching for decades and may
have joined other societies in the past, but I am
practically a “newbie” with only about six year’s
membership in Bay County Genealogy Society. In
October 2009, I took advantage of the “Brand New
Member Discount” offered during the 2009 Fall
Seminar and joined BCGS. This year several of you
did the same thing, and I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome you to the Society.
Vicky Bernie, Lorene Bryant,
Peg Carroll, Joseph Dodd,
Susan Eberhardt, Joan Gilland,
Trudy Heath, Gilbert Heroux,
Rebecca Iiler, Murton Lyon,
Nancy Mills, Darlene Mitchell,
Carol Odem, Debbie Register,
Martha Spiva, Arlene Stampknick, Larry Strickland,
Vicki Swenk, Deborah Pillivant, Ashley Sanders,
Amy Santos-Alejandro, Barbara Turner, April
Walker, and John and Leslie Whited. Welcome!

Janice M. Cronan, Your President
The achievements of an organization are the
results of the combined effort of each
individual.
Vince Lombardi

Without the past there is no present,
nor can we build a future.
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Our membership chair, Mary K. McGraw,
will begin collecting membership renewal
dues at the OCTOBER meeting.
BCGS dues expire for 2016 members at
the end of December. Membership dues
are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for
single-address families, and $10 for fulltime students.
Renewal checks can be mailed to:
Bay County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 662
Panama City, FL 32402-0662
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BCGS Fall Seminar in Review
Photos by: Sue Cope, Seminar Chair and
Bill Zehner, Past President.

My Top “10”by Janice M. Cronan
ANCES TOR SEARCH – FREE ANCES TRY.COM
http://www.searchforancestors.com/
CHRONICLING AMERICA --

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION http://www.dar.org/national-society/genealogy
FAMILYS EARC H -- https://familysearch.org/
FIND A GRAVE -- http://www.findagrave.com/
FTDNA -https://www.familytreedna.com/login.aspx
FTM -- http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
GOOGLE -- https://www.google.com/
HERITAGE QUES T -- http://www.nwrls.lib.fl.us/
VIDEO S Popular Videos - Genealogy - YouTube
WEBS ITES AND B LOGS – JUST A FEW.....
http://lisalouisecooke.com/
http://www.bcgcertification.org/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/

DAUGHTERS

Janice Cronan and Judy Bennett discuss ideas
for future presentations. Since Judy received the
book, “The Genealogists Google Toolbox”
during the seminar, we hope she will do a
program about some of those tools.

Several members used their electronic devices to
search the free genealogy websites..

Beginning Genealogy:
How Do I Start? by Laura Moree

Laura and Mike Cross discuss her EXCELLENT
presentation that benefitted the beginners and the
more experienced attendees, alike.

Larry Anderson wrapped up the
Seminar with “Computer
Technology for Genealogy.”
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Mining for Gold, by Judy Bennett, taught us the golden rules of genealogy.
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Unknown No Longer – a Project at
1. When writing a family history always record
the names as First/Given, Middle, Last, and
Suffix if applicable.[i.e. Sr., Jr., Dr., etc.]
2.

Enter woman into a genealogy program with
their maiden name. In family histories the
maiden name should always be listed in
parentheses. If unknown use the parentheses
and then her married name: Mary ( ) Smith.

3. If a woman was married more than once, use
her first, middle, (maiden), surname of
husband1, surname of husband2.
4. Nicknames should be in quotes: Mary “Polly”
( ) Smith.
5. People known by more than one name:
Mary ( ) Smith -- (a.k.a. Polly ( ) Smith)
6. If alternate spellings are found: Record the
earliest usage first: Schmidt/Smithy/Smith.
7. Use the notes field or clarification braces [ ]
to explain if the maiden name is the same as
the married.
8. Genealogists should follow the standard rules
when recording names so that they will not
be misinterpreted by others.1
1

Debbie Hopper, CGSM, “How to Record
Names in Genealogy,” Colonial Roots,
Posted 05 Jul 2016,
(https://colonialroots.com/2016/07/recordnames-genealogy: accessed 19 Sep 2016).

the Virginia Historical Society to
Identify Virginians of African Descent
By Dick Eastman
In Virginia, where slavery began in the American
colonies in 1619, the Virginia Historical Society has
discovered the identities of 3,200 slaves from
unpublished private documents, providing new
information for today’s descendants in a first-of-itskind online database. Unknown No Longer is a
database that is the latest step by the Society to
increase access to its varied collections relating to
Virginians of African descent. Since its founding in
1831, the VHS has collected unpublished
manuscripts, a collection that now numbers more
than 8 million processed items.
The Virginia Historical Society received a $100,000
grant to pore over some of its’ 8 million unpublished
manuscripts — letters, diaries, ledgers, books and
farm documents from Virginians dating back to the
1600s — and began discovering the long-lost
identities of the slaves. Full Article Here -EOGN
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COMING EVENTS
Bay County Genealogical Society
Meetings 3 rd Saturday 1:00
Bay County Library
Saturday, 15 October 2016:
My Husband's Family, by Martha Spiva
Like a Norman Rockwell painting, Ernest Spiva,
Jr. shared his joy and
excitement of growing up
on
Grace
Avenue in
Panama City in this book.
His memoirs are a unique
blend
of history
and
nostalgia delivered with an
entertaining style of subtle
humor
and
vivid
recollections.
Growing Up on Grace

After his death, Martha made sure his stories
were published and has recently initiated a FFBC
application for their son; a descendant of at least
ten of Bay County's earliest pioneers. We look
forward to the June Pioneer Picnic where he will
be the recipient of the coveted First Families of
Bay County, Florida award.
Saturday, 19 November 2016
Sons of the American Revolution,
by Brad Marble
In uniform, with “Big Brown Bess,” Brad will
present a review of the
purposes and projects of the
SAR organization. For those
who
descend
from an
individual who was engaged
in the Revolutionary War in
what is now the United
States of America, this
presentation will address the
steps required to become a member of the SAR.
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Saturday, 17 December 2016:
Biennial Board Elections

Christmas Party by Santa Claus

Tracing Pasts Authors
Needed
Do you ever wish you could write a
book about your genealogy research
and the adventures you have
experienced as you climb the
branches of your family tree?
Why not start by writing an article
and see how it feels to see your
name in print?
Every month on the second Sunday,
The News Herald graciously invites
a member of the BCGS to write an
article about their genealogical
research or an item of historical
interest.
We are currently seeking guest
authors to write 500 words on the
appropriate topic of their choice
for the coming year.
If you are interested, please
contact Tracing Pasts Chair,
Marqua Brunette,
marquab@comcast.net
Phone: 850-769-9034.

Published Tracing Past Articles can be
found here: BCGS Publications
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Fall Program in Review

(European, versus African, versus Asian).” Read the
whole blog post here. The Legal Genealogist

Saturday 17 Sep 2016
DNA 101- Understanding the Basics
Presented by Caroline Rivoire Windham

So which DNA test is right for you? Download this
free E-Book from Family Tree University to help you
decide.
http://ftu.familytreemagazine.com/whichdna-test-is-right-for-me/

The photo above shows Caroline comparing the three
Genetic Genealogy (DNA) testing companies. She
discussed the advantages of testing at Ancestry.com.
If you have your tree on their site they may be able to
find genetic matches to other testers within your tree.
Next she compared Family Tree DNA (FTDNA)
which is the oldest and most dedicated to DNA
testing company for genealogy. They offer the best
price, and the swab, instead of spit vile test kits
(which is an advantage for the elderly). They also
have the widest variety of tests (yDNA or male
surname, atDNA for $79, and mtDNA tests).
23andMe just came out with a genealogy test without
health reports for $99. They do offer a more
expensive test that includes health reports.
For health results if you have tested elsewhere you
can upload your results to Promethease.com.
https://www.snpedia.com/index.php/Promethease
Many people are interested in the ethnicity report,
and they can be helpful for adoptees. Personally, I
agree with Judy Russell on this topic, “You can’t rely
on DNA tests to give you exact percentages of your
ethnic origins beyond the continental level

Caroline also mentioned uploading your autosomal
test results from any of the testing companies to
GedMatch to find more matches. Diahan Southard,
Your DNA Guide, has information on her website
that can help with this.
http://www.yourdnaguide.com/upload-to-gedmatch/
Blaine Bettinger, The Genetic Genealogists, has
numerous articles on his blog about DNA testing. He
will be the speaker for our Spring seminar..
Information will be provided as it becomes available.
http://thegeneticgenealogist.com/archives/
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Book Review: “How to
Archive Family Keepsakes”
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“News Herald Reporters –
Genealogy Roadshow”
by Janice M. Cronan

This book contains so
much good information
about how to archive
genealogy documents.
Denise Levenick, the
author, also has a great
website where she shares
information and tips about
preserving photos and
family keepsakes. 2
1. Wash your hands to avoid transferring oils to
paper and work on a clean, flat surface.
2. Carefully unfold the document and remove
any staples, pins or fasteners. If the paper
seems brittle, allow it to gently relax as it
absorbs moisture from the room.
3. Place each item in an acid-free, lignin-free
folder or archival plastic enclosure. All
materials should be archival quality acid-free,
lignin-free paper or plastics that have passed
the Photographic Activity Test.
4. Store folders or sleeves inside an acid-free
archival box such as the Gaylord Document
Case or flat drop front box
5. Store boxes inside your home archive. An
interior closet with shelves at least 12-inches
off the floor is often a good place to create a
home archive. Choose a location that is free
from light, dust, and pests and has a
consistent moderate temperature and
humidity.
6. When you’re ready to work with old family
documents for your genealogy research,
carefully remove the items from the
enclosure to scan or photograph. Work from
the digital image for transcribing and
extracting family history information to
minimize handling of your heirloom original.
2

Denise Levenick, “Ask the Curator: How to
Preserve and Archive Old Family Documents,”
The Family Curator, posted 15 Sep 2016,
(http://thefamilycurator.com/ : accessed 20 Sep
2016).

On August 31st I received an email from Marqua
Brunette, our Tracing Pasts Chair. In it she proceeded
to tell me, “I know this is last minute notice but
that’s the way it fell into place – I am meeting with 3
reporters from the News Herald tomorrow morning at
the library from 9-11AM.”
She, Laura Moree, and Judy Bennett were able to
meet with the reporters, and the resulting publicity
about genealogy and our society was unbelievable! I
was amazed by the wonderful stories shared by the
reporters, Carey Brauer, Katie Landeck, Eryn Dion,
and Stephanie (Gorges) [pronounced gorgeous]
Nusbaum. Their stories were very entertaining, and
can be found in the Sunday, September 11, 2016
edition of The Panama City News Herald, section D,
pages 1&2.

Marqua did an outstanding job getting this

published just in time to advertise our Beginner’s Fall
Seminar. After the paper came out on Sunday,
several calls were received daily from people
interested in attending the seminar and joining the
genealogy society. There was so much interest
generated that the seminar seats filled early, and
numerous new memberships were received.
The Panama City News Herald can be read online
http://www.newsherald.com/
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New Books
Local History and Genealogy
Dept. of the Bay Co.
Public Library
Laura Moree, MLIS
21 Jun – 20 Sep 2016

Florida
Early years of the Florida Division UDC, 1896-1921
/ Lancaster, Cathryn Garth / FL Gen R 369 LAN
Jackson County, Florida Holmes County cemetery
project June 1993/ FL Gen R 929.3759 JAC
General
African American doctors of World War I : the lives
of 104 volunteers / Fisher, W. Douglas /
Gen R 940.4 FIS
Ancestors of the Beaty & Simpson families of
Georgia & Florida / Bennett, Violet Brinkley /
Gen 929.2 BEN
Contributions to the history of ancient families of
New Amsterdam and New York / Purple, Edwin
R. (Edwin Ruthven) / Gen R 929 PUR
Elements of genealogical analysis: how to maximize
your research using the Great Migration Study
Project method / Anderson, Robert Charles /
Gen R 929 AND
New England captives carried to Canada between
1677 and 1760, during the French and Indian
wars / Coleman, Emma Lewis /
Gen R 973.24 COL
New England captives carried to Canada between
1677 and 1760, during the French and Indian
wars / Coleman, Emma Lewis /
Gen R 973.24 COL
Pioneer families of the Midwest / Walden, Blanche L.
(Blanche Lea) / Gen R 929.2 WAL
Tracing ancestors in Barbados : a practical guide /
Lane, Geraldine / Gen R 929 LAN
Searching for Flemish (Belgian) ancestors /
Goethals, Jozef J. / Gen R 929 GOE
White slave children of Colonial Maryland and
Virginia: birth and shipping records/
Phillips, Richard Hayes / Gen R 326 PHI
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Georgia
Elbert County Georgia inferior court minutes:
February 4, 1791 - July 14, 1801 / Ports,
Michael A. / GA Gen R 929.3 POR
Louisiana
Old families of Louisiana / Arthur, Stanley Clisby /
LA Gen R 929.42 ART
Missouri
Early Missouri ancestors / Stanley, Lois /
Ohio's black soldiers who served in the Civil
War: a list of 6,709 soldiers who served in the
United States colored troops and in the Ohio
Volunteers 2 vols. / Johnson, Eric Eugene / OH
Gen R 973.7 JOH
Tennessee
Marriage record of Washington County, Tennessee,
1787-1840 / Grammer, Norma Rutledge /
TN Gen R 929.3768 GRA
History of Scott County, Virginia / Addington, Robert
M. (Robert Milford) / VA Gen R 975.5732 ADD
___________________________________________

Our webmaster, Bill Zehner, has made several recent
updates and changes on our website. As many of you
remember, several months ago it became necessary
for our society to change website providers because
of the catastrophic problems experienced by
Ancestry’s RootsWeb when it was down for over a
month. Recently, Bill posted an online page to
announce our move. Bay County Genealogical
Society of Panama City, Florida
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement,
education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research and the preservation of historical
records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding
areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is open to anyone,
without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing interest in genealogy and whose
membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at 1:00 p.m. in the
Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00 A.M. on the third Saturday of
each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for individuals, $20 for single -address families, and $10 for
full-time students, payable by December for the following year.
Web address http://www.northwestfloridagenealogy.com/bcgs/index.html
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to The County Line is
included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can choose electronic or paper delivery. Subscription for
nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail: jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster send address
changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at the address shown above .

