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March is National
Women’s History Month
By Janice Moore Cronan

This family photo of my maternal greatgrandparents, T.F. and Naomi Martin Spruill,
was taken about 1906. My Spruill ancestors
came from Scotland to America during the 17 th
century, and research has shown they were
hardworking, prolific people. As I traced the
families and descendants in this photo, I was
amazed at the influence many of the females had
on our family history and genealogy. Most of
them were never famous, but they left their mark
on generations by passing down their Christian
faith and beliefs.
Women’s history month was a good time to
focus on tracing my female ancestors, but this is
not always an easy task because their last name
changed when they married. Also before the

Twentieth century most women did not have a
separate
legal
existence
from
their
husbands. In most cases a married woman was
legally treated like an underage child and could
not own property or control her own earnings.
Documenting Women's History
Fortunately for genealogists, many of the
marriage and property laws of that time produced
documents that can provide us with valuable
information. For example, the marriage bonds,
marriage license, and “banns” record the names
before marriage. Also a mother’s maiden name
can be found on the children’s birth and death
certificates or social security card applications.
Lineage societies and military pension
application files may contain bible records that
list the mother’s maiden name. A will may
contain complete names of the female children,
grandchildren, and other family members.
As we trace our genealogy back through the
census records, we will eventually arrive at the
point when our female ancestors can only be
found in their birth families. If we do not know
their maiden name, we may find clues in the
relationships of the family members on the last
census on which we found them. Our female
ancestors often married their neighbors and
sometimes passed down their maiden name as a
first or middle name to their children.
Church and naturalization records, including the
children’s records, are a great resource for
tracing your female ancestors, and always search
local newspapers, obituaries, and Find A Grave.
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President’s Message
In July 2006 Marlene Womack wrote an article
entitled, “Bay County Genealogical Society - A
Quarter Century of Service to Area Family
Historians.” On December 30, 2017, a similar
article was published in The Panama City News
Herald by reporter Tyra L. Jackson. Marqua
Brunette, Publicity and Tracing Pasts
Chairperson, and I were asked several questions,
but mainly the reporter for the newspaper wanted
to know what sets our organization apart from
other genealogy societies.
We began by telling Tyra that the Bay County
Genealogical Society is a well-established
organization that was founded in September
1980, and many of our members are experienced
researchers that can help “genealogy newbies."
One very active member, Bill Zehner, is a
Certified Genealogist and other members have
taught classes throughout the Bay County area
and at Education Encore.
Our regularly scheduled meetings take place in
the Bay County Library on the 3rd Saturday of
each month at 1:00 pm. Attendees do not have to
be members but usually enjoy the meetings and
refreshments so much they want to join! We
have genealogy presentations at each meeting, a
Beginner's Seminar in the fall, and a biennial
Spring Seminar. The Bay County Library and
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the Bay County Genealogical Society works
together to promote family history and
genealogy interest in our area. The Society
provides financial donations to purchase books
and computer equipment for the library’s
genealogy department which contains over 3,900
genealogy books and over 2,000 rolls of
microfilm.
The dedication of our Society members to “pay it
forward” was recognized by the Florida State
Genealogical Society when we received their
prestigious
“Preservation
Award."
This
recognition was for our outstanding work in
preserving, protecting and indexing historic
records of Bay County, Florida. These records
are on our website and can be found under the
following database sections: Birth, Marriage,
Cemetery, Obituaries, Tax and Voters index.
Bay County Genealogical Society Website
The crowning achievement of the Society, First
Families of Bay County, was established in 2007
by William “Bill” Zehner, CGSM and Rebecca
Saunders, and since that time 107 Bay County
Pioneers have been certified. Last year 23 brand
new pioneers, 50 of their descendants, and 12
researcher certificates were awarded on June 3,
2017 at the Annual Pioneer Picnic that is hosted
by the Historical Society of Bay County.
May the Bay County Genealogical Society
continue to provide decades of service to our
community by focusing on the following
objectives as set forth in our by-laws: promoting
interest in genealogy, assisting members in
genealogical research, encouraging careful
documentation, promoting quality genealogical
standards,
and
providing
educational
opportunities
in
genealogical
research
methodology to the citizens and surrounding area
of Bay County, Florida.
Your President,

Janice M. Cronan
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BCGS 2017 Financial Report
by William J. “Bill” Zehner, Treasurer

We all benefit…..Volunteering is an enriching
experience in many ways. As a team member
you have the opportunity to:

-----------------------------------------------------------

Sue Cope,
Vice-President
Membership
We want to extend a
warm welcome to our
brand-new members!
Rose Marie Anderson, Shelley Davis, Peggy
Edwards, Robert McGill, Michael
Nelson-Palmer, Mary Kay Null,
Kathy
Poppell, Susan Pritchard, Mary Prottsman,
Shelly Snyder, Shannon Wood-Williams,
and Sheila & Wayne Woodman



Apply skills you have used in previous
professions and quite possibly learn new
ones



Meet new people, make new friends and
develop research contacts



Build self-confidence and feel valued as
you help others



Gain experience and skills that can be
useful in your own genealogy research



Pay it forward by helping others and
making a difference in the genealogy
community

We need volunteers in several different areas so
please see one of the board members at the
meetings or email me at jmcronan@aol.com.
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Free Websites
Volunteer Opportunities
The following Standing Committees of
the Society needs volunteers:







Extractions committee
volunteers
First Families of Bay County
volunteers to help applicants
and judge submissions.
Newsletter editor, submissions
for publication, proof-reading,
and compile mailings.
Tracing Past article
submissions.
Fall and Spring Seminar
planning committee members.

Qualifications of Committee
Chairpersons: Any member in good
standing who is willing to serve may
be considered for appointment as a
chairman, except for Membership
Services and Programs (which are
chaired by Vice Presidents), and the
Nominating Committee Chair who is
selected by the President, with
approval of the Executive Board, as
needed.
Election of the Executive Board shall
be at the Annual Meeting in evennumbered years, and nominee
qualifications are: member in good
standing, has been a member of the
Society for at least one year, and has
attended a majority of Regular
Meeting during the year.

Atlas of Historical County Boundaries
This is a very useful website for genealogists.
Sometimes the reason we cannot find our
ancestor’s records is because the state or
county lines may have changed since you’re
ancestors lived there.
Find A Grave
This free website has records, photos, and
sometimes even biographical information
from hundreds of millions of graves around
the world. The database is fully searchable by
name, location, and individual cemeteries.
FamilySearch
This is a free genealogy database that lets
you search billions of records from around
the world. Its online family tree maker gives
you a place to store and organize information
in a format that is easy to build upon and
share.
National Archives
The National Archives is the U.S.
Government's collection of documents that
records important events in American
history. Many of the records in the National
Archives are available on microfilm, and
more than 1.8 million digital images of
documents can be seen through NARA's
online catalog.
England and Wales BMD Index
Free BMD is an ongoing project, the aim of
which is to transcribe the Civil Registration
index of births, marriages and deaths for
England and Wales, and to provide free
Internet access to the transcribed records.
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Organization -Genealogy Preservation

Digital Images and Genealogy

Video - How Not to Leave Your Genealogy Behind

As many of us know some of our family
members are just not interested in genealogy. So
what will happen to our genealogy research?
Most of the photos, documents, and stories we
have collected are irreplaceable!
I hope everyone gets a chance to watch the video
at the link above. Curt Witcher and Amy
Johnson Crow gave an excellent presentation at
RootsTech 2018 about ways to better insure that
our precious research does not wind up in the
garbage can.
One of the first points they make is that when
our records are well organized, not just dumped
in cardboard boxes, they can be easily shared in
paper and digital formats with family members
and organizations. Sharing is one of the best
ways to preserve our genealogy research.
They also discuss how important it is to write
down and share family stories, especially our
own. We should never try to wait until our
research is complete because as we all know,
genealogy research is never done! There is
always one more record or ancestor we need to
find, so go ahead and start writing those stories.

Manage Your Family's Digital Assets
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Programs in Review

Future Programs

Saturday, 20 January 2018
Native American Genealogy
by Shannon Wood-Williams

Saturday, 21 April 2018:
But what does it SAY? Translating Our
Family History by Fred Borg.

Shannon presented an enormous amount of
information about how to find Native American
ancestors. FamilySearch American Indian Online
Genealogy is an excellent Wiki that contains
links to online databases for searching by name,
tribe, location, agency and reservation.

Saturday, 17 February 2018:
Pre-1850 Genealogy Research
by Janice M. Cronan
This presentation demonstrated how to use the
U.S. censuses 1790-1840, slave schedules, wills
and probate records, deeds, and pensions to
successfully trace your pre-1850 ancestor.

How to translate foreign documents to aid in
your genealogy research.

Saturday, 19 May 2018:
African American Genealogy
by Priscilla Henry
Saturday, 02 June 2018:
Historical Society of Bay County
Annual Pioneer Picnic
Forest Park United Methodist Church
1401 W. 23rd Street
Bring a Covered Dish
Time: 10:00 AM – After Lunch
See page 7 for more info.

Saturday, 17 March 2018:
The Luck of the Irish Includes Organization
by Judy Bennett

Saturday, 16 June 2018:
To Be Announced

In order to reach that pot of gold in genealogy,
we have to be organized. Tips were given that
will help us reach our goals.

July and August 2018:
No meeting. Summer Break

Sally (left) enjoyed the refreshments. Brandi (center) received this great Irish t-shirt from one of
her students. Bill presented Walter (right) with his BCGS Lifetime Membership award.
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New Books
The Bay County Library
Genealogical Section
By Laura Moree, MLIS
Website: www.nwrls.com
Sep. 14, 2017 to Mar. 02, 2018

Arkansas
Civil War Arkansas, 1863: the battle for a state / Christ,
Mark K./ AR Gen R 973.7 CHR
Family maps of Benton County, Arkansas : with
homesteads, roads, waterways, towns, cemeteries,
railroads, and more/ Boyd, Gregory A./ FL Gen R 912
BOY
Pioneers and makers of Arkansas / Shinn, Josiah H./ FL
Gen R 929 SHI
Washington County, Arkansas sheriff's census for 1865/
Maxwell, Nancy/ AK Gen R 929 MAX
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Camden County, Georgia marriage records 1787-1865/
Ingmire, Frances Terry/ Gen R 929.3758 ING

Illinois
Cemeteries of Illinois: a field guide to markers,
monuments, and motifs / Hassen, Harold/ IL Gen R
917.730 HAS

Mayland
Abstracts of the debt books of the Provincial Land Office
of Maryland: Queen Anne's County, vol. 1/ Skinner,
V. L. / MD Gen R 929.3752 SKI

New Jersey
New Jersey marriage records, 1665-1800/
William, / NJ Gen R 929.374 NEL

Nelson,

Ohio
Ohio lands: Steubenville land office, 1800-1820/
Bell, Carol Willsey/ OH Gen R 929.3771 BEL

South Carolina

Genealogical data from colonial New Haven newspapers :
a consolidation of articles from the New Haven
newspapers from 1755 to the outbread of the
Revolution are abstracted in the work./ CT Gen R
929.3 GEN
The first Puritan settlers of Connecticut/
Hinman,
Royal Ralph/ CT Gen R 929.2 HIN

Index to Ninety Six the struggle for the South Carolina
back country/ Bass, Robert D./ SC Gen R 973.3 BAS
Ninety Six the struggle for the South Carolina back
country/
Bass, Robert D/ SC Gen R 973.3 BAS
They served: Stories of United States colored troops from
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina/
Burke,
Nancy, Editor/ SC Gen R 973.7 BUR
Union County, South Carolina, minutes of the County
Court, 1785-1799/
South Carolina. County Court
(Union County)/ SC Gen R 929.375 SOU

General

Tennessee

Historical portraits of Trail / Trail City Archives/ Gen R
971.162 TRA
Oates - Earle and related families/ Winebarger, William
Lloyd/ Gen R 929.2 WIN
The family tree cemetery field guide: how to find, record,
and preserve your ancestor's grave/
Neighbors,
Joy/ Gen R 929.5 NEI
The family tree Italian genealogy guide/
Holtz,
Melanie D./ Gen R 929.107 HOL
Ten generations of Virginia Howards/
Howard,
Walter L/ Gen R 929.2 HOW
The inheritance/ Furnald, Mary E. Mabson/ Gen R 929.2
FUR
Topping's trail/ Turnball, Elsie Gen/
R 971.162 TUR
Trail of memories: Trail BC, 1895-1945/
Trail History
and Heritage Committee / Gen R 971.162 TRA

Dickson County, Tennessee marriage records, 1817-1879
Eddlemon, Sherida K./ TN Gen R 929.37 EDD /

Connecticut

Georgia
Bibb County Georgia. : Superior Court Trial Records 18221842/
Ports, Michael A./ Gen R 929.375 POR

Virginia
Brunswick County, Virginia deed books volume 1 17321745/
Bradley, Stephen E./
VA Gen R 929.3755 BRA
Colonial vestry book of Lynnhaven Parish, 1723-1786/
Mason, George Carrington/
VA Gen R 929.3755 MAS
King George County, Virgina will abstracts 1752-1780./
Sparacio, Ruth/ VA Gen R 929.3755 SPA
Prince George County, Virginia Miscellany 1711-1814/
Weisiger, Benjamin B., III/
VA Gen R 929.3755 WEI
Richmond County, Virgina order book abstracts 16921694/ Sparacio, Ruth/ VA Gen R 929.3755 SPA
Virginia in 1720: A reconstructed census/ VA Gen R
929.3755 VIR
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THE BAY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL 32402-0662
The Bay County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement, education and promotion of personal and general genealogical research
and the preservation of historical records relative thereto, for the cultural enrichment of
the people of Bay County, Florida, and surrounding areas.
Membership in this organization, with voting rights and the right to hold office, is
open to anyone, without restriction of race, color, creed, or sex, who has a continuing
interest in genealogy and whose membership dues are current.
Meetings are held the third Saturday of each month (excluding July and August) at
1:00 p.m. in the Panama City Library. The Executive Board meets in the Library at 10:00
a.m. on the third Saturday of each month. Membership dues are $20 per year for
individuals, $20 for single-address families, and $10 for full-time students, payable by
December for the following year. Web address www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs
The County Line is a newsletter of the Bay County Genealogical Society (BCGS)
The County Line is published quarterly (January, April, July, and October) by the BCGS. Subscription to
The County Line is included in the dues of the members of the BCGS. You can choose electronic or
paper delivery. Subscription for nonmembers is $10 annually. Editor: Janice Moore Cronan, E-mail:
jmcronan@aol.com. Postmaster send address changes to the Bay County Genealogical Society at
the address shown above.

Membership Renewal Time!
If you haven’t had a chance to renew your membership, please tender payment immediately so you
won’t be dropped from the roll or miss any issues of The County Line newsletter.
Please mail your check or money order for $20 to:
The Bay County Genealogical Society,
P.O. Box 662,
Panama City, FL 32402-0662.

