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Hurricane Michael October 10, 2018
By Caroline Windham

This is our first newsletter since
Hurricane Michael devastated
Bay & Gulf counties on October
10, 2018.
Almost a year later, we are
struggling to continue with our
daily schedules. Hobbies have
gone by the wayside, time filled
with
adjustors,
insurance
representatives,
attorneys,
mortgage companies and if
we’re lucky, a contractor. Many
have yet to see a contractor to
complete the repairs.
Janice Cronan, president of
the Society at that time of
Hurricane Michael, reached out
to all of the board members. Ut,
without the Internet, landlines &
Verizon cell phones functioning,
most members were unreachable
for at least a month. Janice
continued to reach out. Within a
month, she reached most board
members and all were safe.

Several lost everything while
some lost almost nothing.
Janice resigned her position
as president of the Society. Her
term was to be completed
December 15, 2018 with new
elections scheduled the same
day. The damage to her home
was severe and she and her
husband needed the time to
complete the work themselves.
Caroline Windham became
acting president until the
cancelled elections could be
rescheduled. Fred Borg was
nominated and excepted the
nomination
in
January.
However, Fred had a heart
attack and stroke in February
and then August, Fred passed
away. See page 3 for more
information.
Elections were held at the
March 2019 Society meeting.
Mary
Kay
McGraw
was
nominated from the floor for

the position of president. She
graciously stepped forward
to fill the office of president for
the Society and assumed her
duties March 16, 2019.
Next year, the 2020 US
Census will be taken. What
will your descendants see
when they look at it? What’s
YOUR hurricane story? Write it
down.
The photo above shows
the before and after of
Hurricane Michael (10-102018) at S. Cove Lane in
Panama
City.
Before
Hurricane Michael, the Cove
was filled with Spanish Mosscovered Water Oak and
Southern live oak trees. Now,
the Cove looks more like a
desert. Taken by Caroline
with the help of the Bay
County Property Appraiser’s
office.
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President’s Message
I hope everyone has had an
enjoyable summer.
I am
looking forward to our
meeting on September 21 and
seeing everyone after our
summer break.
Recovery seems to be the
key word these days in our
community. This hold true for
the Society as well. Please give
some
thought
about
volunteering; your help in any
compacity will be appreciated.
Contact me or any Board
member and we will put you to
work.

“This packrat has learned
that
what
the
next
generation will value most is
not what we owned, but the
evidence of who we were
and the tales of how we
loved. In the end, it’s the
family stories that are worth
the
storage.”
-Ellen
Goodman

We all have stories, and I
hope you are writing them
down as you work on your
genealogy; I sure am trying.
Your President,
Mary Kay McGraw

This quote struck home to
me. Sometimes I get so
wrapped up in trying to learn
about my ancestors, I forget
that I also need to share my
unique experiences with
those that come after me.

BCGS 2019 Budget
INCOME

EXPENSE

Membership Dues

1,600

Society Memberships

300

Dues from previous years

-------

Books/Library Donations

600

Postage/Post Office Box

160

Donations Received
Fall Seminar 2019

600

Newsletter

100

First Families of Bay County

100

Program/Speaker

150

Membership Committee

100

First Families of Bay County

200

Total Income

“BCGS Budget was posted
and e-mailed February
2019. The budget was
approved by the
members March 16, 2019”

2,300

Corresponding Secretary

50

Refreshments

200

2019 Fall Seminar

200

Gifts

100

Web site

100

Miscellaneous

100

Total Expense
60 over

2360
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FRED BORG:
He is survived by three sisters,

in the dual roles of a Director of the

Volunteer for the Mental

Board and as an Officer of the Club.

Virginia Wolfe of Middletown, NY;

Health

Carolyn Kessinger of Middletown,

County.

NY;

Fred Borg
Born: October 8, 1950
Died: August 8,
2019Age: 68 Years Old
BCGS Board Member

safety instructor, and as a

and

Siri

Borg

Association

of

Bay

An enthusiastic amateur genealogist,
he was a member of the Bay County

of

Fred was also an avid

Bloomingburg, NY. He is also

kayaker and helped in the early

survived by four nieces and four

lectures and wrote articles on the

forming

great-nieces.

Circumnavigational

subject. His last presentation with

of

the

Florida
Trail.

In

He served for 20 years in the

2016 he received the honor of

United States Army, stationed in

Trail Angel of the Year from the

many locations throughout the

Florida

world including Korea (twice,)

Association.

Germany,

Alaska,

Texas,

and

Fred

Paddling
was

a

Trails
long-time

Virginia. After retirement from the

member of the Porsche Club of

Army he settled in Panama City,

America and a dedicated

Florida, where he worked as a

PCA North Florida Region

Substance Abuse Counsellor, DUI

Member where he served

Genealogical

Society

and

gave

the Society was January 19, 2019.
Fred also taught
genealogy
classes for the Encore Education
program at Gulf Coast State
College. He was active in the
BCGS until his death.
Rest in peace, Fred.

Before Going to the Cemetery
By: Michael John Neill

Going to a cemetery is
more than knowing where it
is and having your camera
and other supplies with you.
A few things to think about:

•

•

•
Laura Bailey Anderson
b. June 20, 1877
d. July 18, 1915
Compass Lake Cemetery,
Jackson County, Florida
Photo taken by:
Caroline Windham

Is it in a safe area?
Contact locals who
should be able to give
you some insight into
concerns you might
have about safety of
the area in which the
cemetery is located
and areas you may
have to drive through in
order to get there.
When is it open? Are
there a limited number
of hours during the day
when the cemetery is
open?
Can you find out where
the stones are before
you get there? Is there
an office you can visit
when you get there to
determine the location
of the graves you wish
to visit? Some
cemeteries are large.

•

Browsing the stones
may take
significantly more
time than you think.
Rural cemeteries
can be larger than
you think–don’t
assume they are all
small.
Always be aware of
your surroundings–
whether the
cemetery is large or
small. Rural
cemeteries are
often good places
for non-genealogists
to go to engage in
a variety of
activities. I
encountered a
middle-aged
couple having a
rendezvous late one
afternoon when I
went to visit my
grandparents’ rural
grave. They were
more surprised to
see me than I was
to see them–largely

•

•
•

because I think they
were concerned that I
knew who they were.
Make certain you have
permission to access
the property if the
cemetery is on private
property or requires
crossing private
property to access.
Consider taking
someone with you.
Let someone else know
where you will be going
and what cemeteries
you plan on visiting–just
in case.
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In Memory of Fred
TYPE TITLE HERE
Borg

This article first appeared: 13 Nov 2016
In the NewsHerald – Tracing Pasts

Researching a CemeteryBy: Frederick H. Borg

Many people visit cemeteries where their relatives are buried. They place flowers or flags, pray, talk or just sit to be close to their loved
one. Genealogists can often learn some family history by visiting cemeteries and recording what is written on the headstones.
There are some things to consider:
What cemetery is great-grandpa buried in? Ask your relatives or anyone who might know. Newspaper obituaries often include where
the burial will be. Where was the last place the person lived? Did the individual leave a will? Research church records or the family Bible.
Consider ethnicity and religious faith. Some cemeteries have websites with an index. Check the Find-A-Grave
website, www.findagrave.com, a very useful tool in your genealogy research. It has links that allow you to search for someone’s
gravesite, or you can browse through cemeteries by U.S. county to see if they have a photograph of your ancestor’s headstone. You
can add your own burial records and photo, or you can request that one of their volunteers who lives near the cemetery go visit and
post a photo.
Where in the cemetery? Some cemeteries are huge! Just for comparison, a football field is 1.3 acres. The Lynn Haven Cemetery is 13
acres, and the Greenwood Cemetery is about 30 acres. The Calvary Cemetery in Queens, New York, is 365 acres and has over 3 million
graves. Don’t plan on walking up and down the rows of headstones looking for great-grandpa. Find out who is responsible for the
cemetery. Is it a church, a city or county, a private company, a social or fraternal group, a trade union, or is it a private family
cemetery? Most cemeteries have an office with a directory of who is buried where. Some have a volunteer organization called “Friends
of XYZ Cemetery.” Unfortunately, some are abandoned with no one caring for it. Call, email or write before you go.
What can I learn from researching in a cemetery? Of course, headstones usually have dates of birth and death, but they often have
other information. In the family plot in a New Jersey cemetery, a rusted metal marker next to a headstone told me that one of my
ancestors was a veteran of the Spanish-American War. The symbol of a fraternal organization was carved into the stone of another
ancestor. You may find a stranger’s headstone in the family plot and learn that great-aunt Mildred was widowed young and remarried.
There’s a very old cemetery in my hometown in Connecticut where the headstone of a boy who died at age 16 says, “Died in a fall from
the church steeple in Litchfield.”
Document what you learn. Write down the location of the headstone and transcribe what is written on it into a notebook.
Photograph the headstones, but keep a few tips in mind. First, try to get the sun working for you, not against you. Second, you can make
the carvings on the stone much easier to read by getting the stone wet, so take water and a rag with you. Third, and most important,
never fill in the writing on the headstone with chalk or crayon. This is nothing more than vandalism.
So, cemeteries can be a good research source. It’s not morbid, and zombies don’t really hang out there!

Preserving your Family History on a World Tree By: Kitty Cooper
The idea of a one world tree is
to collaborate with other
genealogists who are
researching the same
ancestors and so have just
one copy of each person on
the tree, rather than each of
you having your own
separate family trees.
The advantages of using a
one world tree are:
---You are not constantly
duplicating research that has
already been done.

---It is online and searchable so
distant cousins will find you.
---Other descendants of your
ancestors may have pictures
and documents to share that
are already posted.
---You will find distant cousins to
collaborate with on some of
your family lines who may be
able to read records you are
having trouble with or
otherwise work with you to
solve questions you have.
---When you connect your line
into the tree you may find new
ancestors that you did not
know about before.

---You can often figure out immediately how you are
related to a new “DNA” cousin.
---It is easy to send family members and distant cousins
links to the family tree.
---After you are dead and gone your research will live on.
The disadvantages of a one world tree can be that:
---Other people will change facts and information that
you knew were correct.
---How can you be sure that another person’s research is
reliable?
---You need to be sure that living people have their
privacy protected.

Bay County – My Story
I hear it often, “I do not
come to the Bay County
Genealogical
Society
meetings because I’m not
from the area. I didn’t think I
would find any information on
my family at the meeting.”
As I have learned since
living here for more than 33
years, is that many people

By: Caroline Windham
from all states and countries
France.
She
has
a
have come through this area.
grandmother, Alice Winch,
It is a kind of hub of sorts.
who was born in London in
Whether it was a ship, or a
1885.
Alice’s cousin had
war, or a bus, or a job or a
family members that lived in
vacation or many other
Panama City. One died in a
avenues – many have passed
motorcycle accident here in
through the area.
1937 and is buried with the
I love to tell my story. My
Robert’s family (of Robert’s
mother is French, born in
Hall) at Oakland Cemetery.
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Three others [Williamson] are
buried
at
Greenwood
Cemetery with the Ware and
Gwaltny families.
Great
genealogy
takes
collaboration. You can do it
on your own or you can learn
it in person, face-to-face. The
learning curve is quicker when
you collaborate.

Historical Georgia – Online
Not all records can be
found online and we must
visit libraries, cemeteris,
court houses, etc.
Here are just a few links to
some online sources for the
state of GEORGIA:
Georgia Deaths, 1914-1927
https://www.familysearch.o
rg/search/collection/13209
69

Georgia Marriage Records
https://vault.georgiaarchiv
es.org/digital/collection/co
untyfilm
Historical Collections –
Georgia, published in 1855:
https://archive.org/details/
cu31924028791354/page/n
51

Georgia Probate Records:
1742 – 1990
https://www.familysearch.o
rg/search/collection/19991
78

Bible Records: Walker
County, Georgia
https://www.familysearch.o
rg/library/books/records/ite
m/595994-redirection

Georgia Historical
Newspapers – Metro
Atlanta
https://gahistoricnewspape
rs.galileo.usg.edu/regions/a
tlanta/

Marriage Records: Pike
County, Georgia (18231883)
http://www.ancestrallychall
enged.com/~gapike/pike
marindex.htm

All states available at: http://www.learnwebskills.com/family/vitalrecords1.htm#ga
Thank you to Debbie Duay for compiling this list.

Family Tree Maker Coming to Mobile, Alabama
From the Mobile Genealogical Society
Family Tree Maker is teaming up with the Mobile Genealogical Society to put on a presentation about what’s new and exciting in
the newest version, to be released later this summer. Along with the introduction to the newest features, we’ll discuss the basic
how to’s of Family Tree Maker and give you an insight to the partner printing products, Charting Companion and Family Book
Creator. We’ll also dive into how to use your DNA results to validate your current family tree.
The presentation will be Tuesday, September 17, 2019 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Below is a link to the Eventbrite Registration page. Check out the link for more information! While the seminar is FREE, there are a
limited number of seats. Each person will need a "ticket".
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/family-tree-maker-event-with-mobile-genealogy-society-tickets-71714743729
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BCGS FALL SEMINAR

TYPE TITLE HERE

Saturday, 26 October 2019
Fall Seminar Event Schedule
8:30 AM Registration
9:00 AM Welcome by President & Housekeeping
9:15 AM: “Genealogy Legalese for Dummies (like me).”
Presented by Judy Bennett Knowing legal terms helps us to better understand our ancestors’
legal documents.
10:15 AM Break
10:30 AM “Breaking Through That Brick Wall.”
Presented by Mary K McGraw .This presentation will trace the many ways she has been tracking
one of her brick walls for the past 20 years. From censuses, road trips, to DNA, the clues were
there. Each discovery took her a step further in discovering who these people were.
11:30 AM Lunch Many restaurants available in the Immediate area or join us with brown bag.
1:00 PM “DNA, the Newest Genealogy Tool.”
Presented by Caroline Windham. Learning how testing your DNA can help to build your family
tree and find those living cousins.
2:00 PM Break
2:15 PM “Florida Pioneer Life and Customs.”
Presented by Ann Robbins. She will also be showing us a display of her antiques, tools and
artifacts from the 1800's and early 1900's.

COLONIAL DISEASES & CURES
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http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~sam/disease.html

How many times have
you looked at a death
certificate and the cause of
death
and
wondered,
“What was that?” This site
can help to answer some of
those questions. Here are
just a few to get you started.
ST. VITUS DANCE - [Chorea]
the dancing madness; an
epidemic characterized by
contortions,
convulsions
and dancing
“Find the BCGS at
Facebook.com. Board
member, Brandi Barnes,
maintains the page by
posting items of interest to
genealogists; sales on DNA
kits & subscriptions, Society
news and upcoming
genealogy seminars. Click
here:
https://www.facebook.com
/Bay-County-GenealogicalSociety-224712010873204/ ”

WINTER FEVER – pneumonia
LUNG FEVER
tuberculosis

SICKNESS

-

BRIGHT'S DISEASE - inflamation
of the kidneys - in its acute
form, it is called nephritis
CAMP FEVER - typhus
GRIPE / LA GRIPPE – influenza
GROCER'S ITCH - a cutaneous
disease caused by mites in
sugar and flour

U.S. Census Availability

CURES:
Jaundice - 1742
Take Hog-Lice [i.e. Wood
lice or Sow bugs], half a
pound, put them alive into
two pound of White Port
Wine, and after some Days
Infusion strain and press out
very hard, then put in
Saffrom, 2 drams, salt of
Steel, a dram and Salt of
Amber, 2 scruples, and ater
3 or 4 Days strain and filter
for Use.

By: https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/

Decennial
census
records are confidential for
72
years
to
protect
respondent’s
privacy.
Records from the 1950 to
2010 Censuses can only be
obtained by the person
named in the record or their
heir
after
submitting
form BC-600 or BC600sp (Spanish).
Individual census records
from 1790 to 1940 are
maintained by the National
Archives and Records

Administration, not the U.S.
Census
Bureau.
Publications related to
the census data collected
from 1790 to 2010 are
available
at https://www.census.gov/
prod/www/decennial.html.
Visit the National Archives
Web site to access 1940
Census records
http://1940census.archives.
gov.

Online subscription services
are available to access the
1790–1940 U.S. census
records and are available
FREE OF CHARGE at the
Bay County Public Library
(11th St.) – with your library
card. Free access is
available using the
genealogy computers and
the library's subscription of
Ancesry.com.

Genealogy Organization

By: http://www.fileyourpapers.com/paf/paf30.html

Being organized is a key
ingredient
to
any
researcher’s success. To
organize and reorganize
your
family
history
information is actually the
last step of the research
cycle as taught in these
previous lessons, but you
cannot begin with step 1
until step 8 is complete. And
in time, you too will be able
to find anything in just a
matter of seconds.

(1) Set a Goal.
(2) Decide which Source to
use.
(3) Locate that source.
(4) Search that source.
(5) Evaluate the information.
(6) Copy & Cite the
information
(7) Use the results.

(8) Organize and
reorganize.
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DNA – Color Clustering w/ Ancestry.com
By: https://www.danaleeds.com/dna-color-clustering-the-leeds-method-for-easily-visualizing-matches/
Step 1: List 2nd and 3rd
cousins
For this method, I use
AncestryDNA and skip any
“close family” and “first
cousin” matches. Instead, I
use cousins Ancestry says
are “second” or “third”
cousins. However, I do
eliminate
any
of
the
matches near the top who
share over 400 cM. The key
is to not include anyone
who
you
share
two
grandparents with. For the
spreadsheet, I am using

Excel. I add “borders”
around each cell – this helps
everything stay readable
when printed – and I “fill”
the cells with color to create
the color clusters.
Step 3: Open that person’s
shared matches and assign
each of them the same
color in the same column
Step 4: Locate the first
person who does not have
a color assigned and
assign them a color in the
next column.

Step 5: Open that person’s
shared matches and assign
each of them the same
color in the same column
Step 6: Repeat steps 2
through 5 until all of your
2nd & 3rd cousins have at
LEAST one color assigned to
them
Next, analyze the results.
THIS IS BEST UNDERSTOOD
LOOKING AT HER CHARTS –
click the link under the title
of this article to see the
entire article.

Lineage Societies

binds past with present,

By: http://lineagesocietyofamerica.com/list-of-lineage-societies.html

What is a Lineage Society
and where does your family
belong?
A lineage society is an
organization created to
honor a specific heritage or
event. Members of lineage
societies must prove their

descent of that heritage or
event through industry
approved
genealogical
proof standards.
Examples of Lineage
Societies include:

Daughters of the American
Revolution, Sons of the American
Revolution, General Society of
Mayflower Descendants, and
Order of Crown of Charlemagne.
( There over 200 lineage societies)

Board for Certification of Genealogists
By: https://bcgcertification.org/overview/how/

The first step to becoming
certified is to acquire the skills
and knowledge expressed
in Genealogy
Standards.
Most successful applicants
attend
genealogical
institutes, participate in online
study groups, or take other
extended
genealogical
courses.
Successful
applicants
demonstrate
competence in these areas:
Research:
They know the
records available within their
specialties. They follow sound
practices in abstracting and
transcribing
records,
compiling
data,
and
documenting all work they
produce. They proficiently

read the handwriting of
earlier eras.
Analysis:
They are well
grounded
in
the
laws,
customs, and terminology of
past societies in order to
properly interpret the records
they find. They understand
the
principles
that
differentiate
sources,
information, and evidence,
and
they
apply
these
principles critically. They are
in
the
well-versed
interpretation of DNA and
know when it is applicable.
They soundly weigh all
findings in context with one
another and exercise caution
in reaching conclusions.

“Tradition is the glue that

Communication:
They are
articulate.
They
present
problems clearly, identify their
resources thoroughly, and
provide the rationale for all
their
conclusions.
Their
research reports, narratives,
and
presentations
are
professionally constructed and
well
targeted
to
their
audience and purpose.
Once these skills are part of
daily work and there is
adequate
experience
applying
them
to
work
products, certification may be
the next step, and information
on the application process is
readily available.

and eventually with the
future. As traditions are
passed down, we get a
chance to reach back
and touch one small part
of our history.”
-- Ann Christine Tabaka

Photo:
Oak Tree at LongfellowEvangeline State Historic
Site – St Martinville,
Louisiana
Taken by: Caroline
Windham
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Bay County Genealogical Society
this

at 1:00 p.m. in the Panama City

non-profit

organization, with voting rights

Library. The Executive Board

organization dedicated to the

and the right to hold office, is

meets in the Library at 10:00 A.M.

advancement,

The Bay County Genealogical
Society

is

a

Membership

education

and

open

without

on the third Saturday of each

personal

and

restriction of race, color, creed,

month. Membership dues are

general genealogical research

or sex, who has a continuing

$20 per year for individuals, $20

and the preservation of historical

interest in genealogy and whose

for single-address families, and

records relative thereto, for the

membership dues are current.

$10

cultural

promotion

of

to

in

anyone,

for

full-time

students,

Meetings are held the third

payable by December for the

people of Bay County, Florida,

Saturday

following year.

and surrounding areas.

(excluding July and August)

enrichment

of

the

of

each

month

The County Line
The County Line is a
newsletter of the Bay
County
Genealogical
Society (BCGS).
The County Line is
published
quarterly
(January, April, July, and
October) by the BCGS.

THE BAY COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 662 PANAMA CITY, FL
32402-0662

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
http://www.nwfgenealogy.com

Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues
of the members of the
BCGS. You can choose
electronic
or
paper
delivery.
Subscription for
nonmembers
is
$10
annually. Editors: Caroline

Windham
&
Shannon
Wood-William,
E-mail:
Billing.Windham@gmail.co
m.
Postmaster send
address changes to the Bay
County
Genealogical
Society at the address
shown above.

