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There are only a hand full of words that will excite a genealogist. One of those
words is “census.” This year, 2020, is one of those years, where our country counts it’s
residents. The U.S. census is taken every 10 years and was considered so important to
our founding Fathers that they mandated it as part of our Constitution. In Article 1,
Section 2, the U.S. Constitution includes the phrase: [An] “Enumeration shall be made
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct.”
I am sure these men were not thinking about genealogy and research when they wanted
to count residents and publish these records. As genealogists, we see the census
differently than the politicians and most residents of our country.
I can’t speak for you, but I look forward to completing the 2020 census, with the
hopes that my descendants will be eagerly awaiting for it to become public record and
to look me up. Where was I born, when was I born, where did I live in, and who was
living under the same roof? Personally, I like looking to see if my ancestors were US
citizens and where they were born, how much money and real estate they had, what
their occupation was, whether they were married, what year they were married, how
many children they bore and how many children were still living, whether they served
in the military, who their neighbors were and all the other data collected. Those become
facts to add to my genealogy records and give me more clues for yet more research. For
example, if they were not citizens, it told me where to look for the next clue –
naturalization records, immigration records, ship logs, foreign country records, etc.
As a genealogist, it excites me to know that with each new census, it brings the
next soon-to-be released census. The next census to be publicly released is the US 1950
census in April 2022. Two more years! I’m counting down already. Census records are
released under a federal law that protects individual-level records for 72 years after
the census is taken. The law, passed in 1978, was an outgrowth of an agreement
between the Census Bureau and National Archives.
Genealogists, they love their censuses. When they find a census that contains
their ancestors, they find their relatives and they find joy. It is more than just a piece of
paper with facts, for them, it’s a connection to their family, their ancestors and their
roots. It is a piece of them.
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President’s Message
I was watching Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. the other day and he made an introductory
statement about how most people do not know much about their ancestry or something to that effect. And I thought
about the members of this Society who do know so much about their ancestry and are willing to share with other
members in so many ways. Sharing at meetings, making presentations, writing articles, volunteering their time, and
helping newbies just to name a few ways.
And then I thought about the friendships I have made as a member of this society. Where else could I have
found so many friends who are interested in family history and are willing to listen to the tribulations and triumphs that
I have experienced in my search for my ancestors. And I love hearing how each and every one of you handle the same
struggles. I am amazed at some of the stories and heartened by so many. It keeps me coming back.
I am thankful that you make the effort on the third Saturday of the month to attend our meetings. After
Hurricane Michael this was especially hard for so many of us, but in recovery we found that our bonds are still there.
While we do not have the same numbers as pre-Michael, we are increasing our enrolment each month. We now have
a full Board, but we always need more volunteers to serve on our various committees. Please contact me at
mkpcbeach@gmail.com if you want to volunteer your time.
Happy Searching,
Mary K McGraw, BCGS President

Bay County Genealogical Society
Board of Directors 2020
President:
First Vice President:
Second Vice President:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Treasurer:
Director:
Director:
Director:
Director:

Mary K McGraw
Claudia Steindl
Patti Menchion
Judy Bennett
Cheryl Wisner
William Zehner
Brandi Barnes
Faye Gainer
Sally Rinehart
DeCody Brad Marble

Next time you see a board member, THANK them for serving!
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OBITUARIES
Marqua Lee Brunette passed away Sunday, Nov. 17, 2019, at
her home in Panama City, Florida. She was born May 1, 1950 in
Chicago, Illinois, grew up in St. Louis. She moved to Panama City from
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. She also survived Hurricane
Michael, she did not, however, survive her terminal diagnosis of
Cancer. Marqua was active with the BCGS until her diagnosis in July
of 2019. She was a past BCGS President’s Award winner when she
served as the Chairman of the Publicity committee. Marqua was
serving as the Recording Secretary of the Society in 2019.
Genealogy was Marqua’s hobby, but her gift, her vocation and her passion was her music. She
stated, "That is why I teach music… so you will be human; so you will recognize beauty; so you will
be sensitive; so you will be closer to an infinite beyond our world; so that you will have more love,
more compassion, more gentleness, more good… in short, more life!"

Linda “Jo” Hanson, 75, of Panama City, passed away December 11, 2019 at Gulf Coast Hospital.
Jo has been ill for several years, but she continued to serve as Chairman of the Hospitality
committee for the Society. Her excellent homemade snacks were always enjoyed by the BCGS
membership. That dedication and excellence lead to her being awarded the President’s Award
prior to the year that Marqua won the award. Jo had been a long-time member of the BCGS.

Our condolences go out to our Society Treasurer, Bill Zehner, on the death of his wife,
Peggy Lynda Zehner. She passed away January 9, 2020. Lynda was born December 12, 1940
in Wewahitchka, Florida. She was the daughter of Percy Gordon and Frieda Lynn Barrington
Stevens.
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Family Recipes
A former member of the BCGS, Sharman Ramsey*, published a cookbook for her family with her
ancestor’s favorite recipes and traditions. Her living family was not too interested in her genealogy research,
but they did like the family recipes and the stories that went with them. They loved to read THAT book and they
learned some family genealogy too. I bet they tried a few of the recipes too.
I’m not saying you need to write a cookbook, but I am saying that recipes and food are a part of our
family culture. At a BCGS Christmas party a few years ago, we talked about a country, tasted foods and listened
to Carols performed on the piano by Marqua Brunette, celebrating the winter holidays. Your ancestors are more
than just a name and a date, they lived and experienced life. Food is one way to explore our past and connect
the past with today and tomorrow.
According to Realm of History , Cheesecake, is one of the oldest food recipes still in use today. The
ingredients are simple, and cheese was a staple in most homes. The first historical recipe that I will share in this
newsletter is “Cheese Cakes” from The Rumford Complete Cook Book by Lily Haxworth Wallace, published in
1908, page 109.
Food is an important part of every BGGS meeting. We have a table full of sweets and savories and drinks.
For many years, Jo Hansen planned and prepared this spread. In this newsletter, which I dedicate to the memory
of Jo Hanson, I will begin a new column that will feature an historical recipe.
If you would like to contribute, please send me your recipe(s). Consider preserving an important part of
your heritage by sharing recipes, photos, or memories of your family’s favorite foods and the stories behind
them for your descendants. Maybe you will write that book?

Recipe ca. 1908: Cheese Cakes
1 ½ cups cottage cheese.
½ cup sugar.
3 eggs.

3 tablespoons cream.
Grated rind of 1 lemon.
Paste.

Mix together the cheese, sugar, cream and lemon rind; then add the eggs, yolks and whites
well beaten together. Line small tins with paste and nearly fill them with the cheese-cake
mixture. Bake in a moderate oven about fifteen minutes.
*Sharman Ramsey relocated to Dothan, Alabama, following Hurricane Michael.
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Photo Research

Native American Indian Sites

Photos do not need to be a part of your family
research, but they are nice to have and nice to
leave for future generations.
Where do you go to find those old photos? I
have a cousin who loves to visit family members
and ask to see pictures of their grandparents. It’s
a little easier for her, because she lives in the town
of our ancestors. From Florida, it’s a little more
difficult.
Here are some links to help you on this journey:

So many people run into an “Indian Princess”
in their tree. What do you do? Where’s the
proof? What source(s) can you use? Look at
these links:

DeadFred.com
Ancestry.com (subscription required)
Genealogists Photo Restoration
Old Newspapers (free thru Bay County Library Portal)
GenealogyBank.com (subscription required)
There are a group of “angels” that help others
by buying old photos from antique shops, when
they are labeled on the back with names, and posting them to accounts on Ancestry.com and other
sites. If you are out and about and see some labeled photos, consider being a photo “angel.”

Paul Sarrett Jr. (How to Guide)
Native American History & Genealogy
Native American Genealogical Research
National Archives
Cherokee Ancestors
Search the Final Rolls: The Dawes Roll (Final Roll)
is a list of those members of the Five Civilized
Tribes who removed to Indian Territory
(Oklahoma) during the 1800’s and were living
there during 1898-1914.
PowWows.com
Carolyne’s Native American Genealogy
Photos:
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Our Society News and Updates
COVID-19
Update

•
•
•

The BCGS cancelled their March board meeting and general meeting.
The Board is working to secure a streaming platform for the April Board Meeting
The BCGS general meeting for April is cancelled (per government orders)

Meeting
Location

Once meetings resume, we will meet at the Bay County Public Library on 11st Street in
Panama City.

Meeting
Schedule

APRIL meeting will be held virtually using Zoom. Email with instructions to follow.
Society meets the 3rd Saturday of the month, Sept – June at 1:00 p.m. (Except during
hurricanes and Pandemics…)
BCGS President Mary K McGraw presented the President’s Award to Caroline Windham
at the Society’s Fall Seminar.

President’s
Award

February Presenter: Leon Miller

Caroline Windham and Mary K McGraw
President’s Award presentation

2019 Fall Seminar: Mary K McGraw

Patti Menchion, Cheryl Wisner & Linda Molinary
Soul Food
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Are you going stir crazy and
need to get out of your house
during
this
Stay-At-Home
mandate? You may be ready for
a road trip by September of this
year.
Consider
attending
the
Federation of Genealogical
Society 2020 Family History
Conference, this year in Kansas
City, Missouri.
Go to FGS.org for more
information.

Maps are a part of genealogy research
and history. One site online you might want
to look at is the General Land Office. The
chart to the right shows the Influenza
Pandemic mortality in 1918 and 1918. In
1918, the Spanish Flu is believed to have
started on a military reservation in Kansas.
According to genealogist, Michael John
Neill, “homestead claims that were
completed generated a land patent which
transferred title to the claimant. Those
patents are indexed on the Bureau of Land
Management website. Claims that were not
completed did not generate a patent and
consequently do not appear in that website.
If the incomplete claim got to the point of
requiring a notice to be published, the
newspaper notice would contain the name
of the claimant and the legal description of
the property. This would allow the
researcher to obtain a copy of the
incomplete file.”
GenealogyTipfotheDay.com
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“Find the BCGS at Facebook.com. Board member, Brandi Barnes, maintains the page by posting items of interest
to genealogists; sales on DNA kits & subscriptions, Society news and upcoming genealogy seminars. Click here:
https://www.facebook.com/Bay-County-Genealogical-Society-224712010873204/ ”

DNA2Tree App

If you haven’t looked at WikiTree.com in a
while, it’s time to look at it again. It’s a
“Collaborative Family Tree” which is now
including DNA with each profile. You can
attach your DNA companies to your profile.
Sources must be added to any new names
added to the Collaborative Family Tree. The
site has marathon weekends where members
clean up profiles, adopt abandoned profiles
and attach DNA.
•
WikiTree balances privacy and
collaboration so that living people can
connect on one world tree to common
ancestors.
•
They privately collaborate with our
close family members on modern family
history. As they go back in time, the privacy
controls open-up. Collaboration on deep
ancestors is between distant cousins who are
serious about genealogical research, careful
about sources, and willing to see their
research validated or invalidated with DNA.

As a BCGS member, you receive periodic
e-mails to Kitty Cooper’s blog. On one of her
recent blogs, she posted about a new app
called DNA2Tree. It is a third-party tool
developed by Jason Schneir originally for
Adoptees. It works in conjunction with your
DNA test from Ancestry.com. I’m not an
adoptee, but I have a few brick walls and
thought, maybe they were adoptees.
The app [either for an Apple product or an
Android product] for devices only. I went to
the Apple store and downloaded the app to
my ipad. If you have an Android device, you
would go to the Google Play Store. I have
thoroughly enjoyed playing with it and
learning new ways to see my matches. I
quote Kitty Cooper, “it finds common
ancestors and can make cluster charts.
However, it goes a step further and shows
you the common ancestors for each cluster
and can build those ancestor’s trees for you!
Click for the link to Kitty Cooper’s original
blog.
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The County Line is a
newsletter of the Bay
County
Genealogical
Society (BCGS).
The County Line is
published
quarterly
(January, April, July, and
October) by the BCGS.
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:
http://www.nwfgenealogy.com

Subscription to The County
Line is included in the dues
of the members of the
BCGS. You can choose
electronic
or
paper
delivery.
Subscription for
nonmembers
is
$10
annually.
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